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being loft, like the dark ages which fuc- 
ceeded the dcftru£lion of the Roman em- 
pire, in the oblivious vortex of time, leaving 
fcarcely a wreck behind. The durable ma- 
numents raifed to fame by the infpiring 
genius of Piftf and ihe invincible fpirit of 
Frederick f will command the admiration of 
future ag^s, outlive ttie power of the ern^ 
pires which they aggrandize^, and forbid 
the period in which they jlouriflied, from 
ever paffing away like ttie bafelefs fabric of 
a vifion. The bufts and ftatues- of thofe 
memorably .mem wUt be viewed, by fuc- 
ceeding generations, with the fame regard 
and' attention which we now beftow on 
it^k fyf Cteero and Csfar. We expeft ta 
Ba^iioai^hingf^uXmlY noUe aiid expreQive 
]0 &at|}];ci»^hick were ^loinoatedy aiiid which, 
we ijm^0CiKmuft b«ve been in fome degcee 
modeN'ed; by , tbd featinie«t» of thole ta 
whom they; belbngoj. It is not rank, k h 
cKatrafiter akme wiuch ittterefls: poftcrky. 
We know tbatmen iniay be: fested oa 
tfar0nes,.w|BO:5^6Qk}'have.hcieii. placed more 
fttitably tot $beisii l^ents- ion; thoi worJ^iiig- 
tvblQ of »,tiyior.if we'dE^reioise ^ve Utt^ 



;attentton to tbe bafts or coif» of the r^Igar 
^XYiperorG* In the coflntenaiice of Claodittf, 
me eitped notitmg more noble than the 
phlegtnstic tranquillity of an ae4|uierciiig 
<ocko{d ; in Caligdla or Nero, the tinre* 
fenting ftwm of a negro - driver, or the 
iDfaknt air of an unprincipled ' naftan 
in power. Xren in tiie high*-pratfed Aa« 
^aftus we look for nbdmg efleittially gi^eat^ 
iiocUog fuperior to whkt we iee in thofil 
aitniont of fortane^ who ate exalted) by a 
'Concarrefioe of inodents^ to a iatuation in 
Fife to whkh tbtir . taientt would never 
tiave railed diem, and whtdi their chartc* 
ters never deferved. In the faee of Julinl 
we expe& to £nd the teacei of deep re« 
:fie£kfoa^ magitaniiiiityi and the anxiety 
fiatoral to the nan who had overtarncid 
the liberties of his native tobmtffi ^i 
who muft hai^e fecretly drctittbd the re- 
lentmeht of a fptriied people ; and in the 
(once of Ma^otfs Brotos We lode for inde? 
yendence, cMlciocM Integrity, and a ninil 
^pabk of ^e higheft effort of 'Vttae* 

It 18 natural to regret, that, of the nuniber 
<f antiqiie iftauies which have ctaieto xif 
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tderably entire, fo great a proportion are 
reprefentations of gods and goddeffes. Had 
they been intended for real perfons, we 
might have had a perfe£l knowledge of the 
face -and figure of the greateft part of the 
mod diftingtiiAied citizens of ancient Greece 
and Rome. A man of unrelaxing wifdom 
would fmile with contempt, and afk^ if 6ur 
' having perfefk reprefentations of all the 
heroes, poets, and philofophers recorded 
in hiftory, woWd m^ke as either wifer or 
more learned ? To which Lanfwer, That 
there are a' great many things, which 
neither can add to my fmall ftock of 
learning nor wifdom, and yet give: me 
more pleafure and fatisfadlion thiCh thofe 
which do; and, unfortiinately for mankind^ 
the greateft part of theni refemble me ^n 
this particular.-.. . .. i . : 

- 'Bfit tKbugh I would with jleafure have 
given up a .great number o£ the Jopitcrs 
and'ApolIos and Yenufes,.vd3ofe ftatues w& 
have, in exchange for an equal, or. even a 
fmaller. number of mere, mortals whom I 
could name; I by no means . confider the 
fiatues - of- thofe deities as. .uninterefting^ 

\ 
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Though they are imaginary beings, yet 
each of: them has a di(lin£t chara£ter of his 
own of claiEcal authority, which has long 
been imprefled on our memories; and we 
afiun^e the right of deciding on' the artiiVs 
(kill, and applauding or blaming, as he has 
fucceeded or fmled jn expreJEng the efta- 
blifhed charafler of the god intended. From 
the ancient artifts having exercifed their 
genius in foiming the images of an order 
of beings fuperior to mankind, another and 
a greater advantage is fuppofed to have 
followed ; it prompted the artifts to attempt 
the uniting, in one form, the various beauties 
and excellencies which nature had dif^ 
perfed in many^ This was not fo eafy a 
tafk as may by fome be imagined ; for that 
which has a fine efFefl: in one particular 
face or perfon, may appear a deformity 
when combined with a different complexion, 
diflFerent features,' or a diiFerent fhape. 
It therefore required great judgment and 
tafte to collect thofe various graces, and 
combine them with elegance and truth ; and 
repeated efforts of this kind are imagined to 
have infpired fome of the ancient fculptors 
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with fiiblimer idc^ o£ beauty than Nature 
kerfelf ever exhibited, as appears in (bme of 
iheir works which have reached ouf own 
times. 

Though the works of no' moderri artift ca» 
Aand a comparifon with th« great mafter-r 
pieces now alkded to, ye% nothing cart 
fee more abfurd than the idea whkh fome 
people entertain, that all amiqiae fiatue» 
are of more excellent workmanihip than 
iftc modern. We fee, eycry day, n^^m^ 
berlefs f^ecimens of every fp€C^s of fin^ip* 
ture^ from .the largeft ftatu*es and hafib« 
rdlievos*, to the feialleft eame^os^ and h»«^ 
taglios, that are unfdoubtedly a»ti«|;Qe; aiid 
yet far inferior, not only to the woi^ks of 
the befl: artifts of Leo the Tenth's time, hut 
alfo to tbofe of many artift s* liow a&e in 
various parts of Europe. The paffion foi 
fcuJptare, which the Romans caught from 
the Greeks^ became almoft univerfal. Statues 
were not only the chief ornamems of theif 
tempos and palaces, but alio of the houfes 
of the middle, and even the k>weft, order of 
citizens. TTiey were prompted' to adorn them 
with the figures of a few fevouiile deities,, by 



teligkH), as well as vaniry : no mm, but aa 
atheift or a beggar^ could be witbout theiiy* 
This being the cafe, we may eafily conceive 
whatgraceiefs dfviiiities many of them mtift 
have been ; for in this, no doubt, as in every 
other mamiifadlory, there muft occafionally 
have been bisngling workmen employed, 
even in the mod fiounfhing «ra of the arts, 
arnl goods finiihed id a very carelefs and 
hurried manner, to anfwer the conftant 
demand, and fuit the dimenfions of every 
tmrft. We moft have a very high idea 
of the number of ftataes, of one kind or 
other, which were in old Rome^ when we 
confider, how many are ftill to be feen ; 
how many have at different periods been 
carried away, by the curious, to every 
country in Europe ; how many were muti- 
lated and deftroyed by the Gothic brutality of 
Barbarians, and the Hl^direiSlcd zeai of the 
earFy Chriftians, who thought it a duty to 
exterminate every »mage, without diftinflion 
of age or fex, and without confidering 
-whether they were of god or man. This 
obliged the wretched heathens to hide the 
Aatues of their gods and of tlieir anceftors in 
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the bowels of the earth, where unqueC- 
tionably great numbers of them fti II remain. 
Had they not been thus barbaroufly hewed 
to pieces, and buried, I had almoft faid^ alive, 
we might have had feveral equal to the great 
mafter-pieces in the Vatican ; for it is natural 
to imagine, that the rage of the zealots would 
be chiefly direflcd agamft thofeflatues which 
were in the highell eftimation with the hea- 
thens; and we mud likewife imagine, that 
tliefe would be the pieces which they, on 
their part, would endeavour, by every ppflible 
means, to preferve from their power, and 
bury in the earth. Of thofe which have been 
dug up, I fliall mention only a very few, bcr 
ginning with the Famefian Hercules, which 
has been long admired as an exquifite model 
of mufculine ftrength ; yet admirable as it is, 
it does not pleafe all the world. I am told 
that the women in particular lind fomething 
unfatisfaftory, and even odious, in this figure; 
which, however majeftic, is deficient in the 
charms mod agreeable to them, and which 
might have been expefted in the fon of 
Jupiter. and the beauteous Alcmena. A lady 
whom. I accompaniefd to the Farnefe palacp 
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turned away from it in difguft. T could not 
imagine what had fliocked her. She toJd 
me, after rccoIJe^ion^ thsit (he could not 
bear the ftern fevexity [of his countenance, 
his large brawny limbs, and the club with 
which he was armed ; . which gave hinx 
more the appearance of one of .thofp giants 
that, according to the old romances, carried 
away virgins and (hut theni up.in. glqomy 
caftles, than the gallant .HerculeSj the loyec 
of Omphaje.. Finally, the .lady, declar^^dji 
fhe was convinced this ftatue could not he .a 
juft reprefentation of Hercules; for it was 
not^in the nature of things, that a man fo 
formed could ever have bien a rejievcr of 
diftrefled damfels. 

Without fuch powerful fupport as that 
of the fair fex, I (hould not have expofed. 
myfelf to the refentment of connoiffeurs,, 
by any expreffion which they might conftrue. 
an attack upon this favourite ftatue ; butj 
with their fupport, I will venture to affert,* 
that the Farnefe Hercules is faulty both in 
his form and attitude: the former is too 
unwieldy for adlive exertion, and the latter 
exhibits vigour f.vA^«/?^^. A rcfiing attitude 



* 



to viKW or soezBTT Jon^ 

is furely not tbe mofl proper in wblcli xhe 
atl-conquer'mg god of ftrengtb could W 
yeprefented. Reft implies fatigoe, and fetiguo^ 
ftrcRgtb exhaufted. A repoing Hercules i$ 
almon: a contradi^Hon. Invincible a^vity^. 
and inexbauftible ftrength, are his charac-^ 
teriftics^ The ancient artift has erred, not 
only in giving bim an attitude which fup^ 
pbTes his (trength wants recruiting, but in 
the nature 4>f the flrength itfelf, the cha«» 
mBer of wluch ihould not be paffivei but 
a^tve; 

Near ta Hercules, under "the arcades of 
the &nae Fklezzo Farnefe,'i3a moil beautlfut 
flatue of Flora. The great aiivantage which 
ancient artifts had in attending the exercifes 
of the gymnafia, has been repeatediy urged 
as the peafon of their fuperiority ever the 
woderns in fcukpture.. We are told, that; 
befides the ufoal exerclfes of the gymnafia,. 
all thofe who propofed to contend at the 
Olympic games, were obliged, by the regu- 
lations, to prepare themfelves> by e^ceFcifing 
publicly for a year at Eiis; and the ftatuaries. 
and ptpiinter s conflantly attended on the Arena^ 
where they had ogpoctunities of beholding 
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the fined fhaped, the mod graceful, and mod 
vigorous of the Grecian youth employed in 
thofe manly ^MMtSt in which the power of 
every mufcJe was exerted, and aU^ their va- 
rious aflions galled fortb, and where the 
homan form, appeared in an infinite vaiiety 
of different attitudes. By a condant attendance 
at fuch a fchooi, independent of any cth6r 
circumdance, tlie artids are fuppoled to have 
acquired a more animated, true, and graceful 
ftyle^ than poifibJy can be caught from 
viewing the tame mercenary mDdels, whk^ 
are exhibited in our academies. Oa the 
other hand, I have heard it aflerted, that the 
artid who foriaed the* FarneCian Flora, 
could not have improved his Wiork, or 
derived any of its excellencies, from the 
circumdances above enumerates! ; becaufe 
the figure is in a dandmg poflure» an4 
clothed. h\ the ligjbt eafy dow of the drapery, 
and in the contour of the body being as 
didin<£tly pronounced through it, as if the 
figure were naked, the chief, merjt of this 
ftatue is thought to confid. But thts rea- 
foning does not feem jud ; for the daily 
opportunities tUt ancient artifU had of feeing 
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naked figures, in every variety of a£lion 
and attitude, mud: have given them advan- 
tages-over the moderns, in forming even 
'drapery figures. At Sparta, the women, 
upon particular occafions, •danced naked. 
In their own fairiilies, they wer6 feen every 
day clothed in light draperies ; and fo fe- 
condary was every confideration, even that 
of decency, to art, that the prettieft vir- 
gins of Agrigeiitum, it is recorded, were 
Called upon by the Icgiflarure, without dif- 
-tindlon, to iliew themfelves naked to a 
^ain^'er, to enable him to paint a Venus. 
-Whilft rthe moderns, therefore, muft ac- 
•knowledge their infer iority to the ancients 
'in the art of fcdpture, they may be allow- 
ed mer4t, on account of ihe^aufe to which, 
it feems, in fome raeafure at leaft to be 
owing. '• : ,  

« The fine fpecimens of. antique feulptufe 
•are to be feen in the Vatican. In thefe 
the Greek artifts difplay an unqueftionable 
^fdjpeiiority- over the moft iuccefsful efFoits 
'©f the rtioderns. For me to at^tempt a 
"d^feri^pllon of thefe mafter-pieces, which 
;Jia^e been defcribed a thou'l^nd times and 
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imitated as often , without once having had 
juftice done. them, would be equally vain 
and fuperfluous. I confine myfelf to a very 
few obfervations. The mod infenfible of 
mankind muil be ftruck with horror at 
fight of the Laocoon. On one of my vifits 
to the Vatican, I was accompanied by two 
perfons, who had never been there before : 
one of them is accufed. of being perfe£tiy 
callous to. every thing which docs -not im#- 
mediately touch his own perfon ; the other 
is a worthy, . good man : the word, after 
flaring for fome time;with marks of terror 
at the groupe, at length recovered himfelf ; 
exclaiming with a laugh, — *' Egad, 1 was 
afraid thefe d — d ferpents. would have 
left the fellows they are devouring, and 
made a fnap at me; but, I am happy to 

reColleS: they are of marble." ** I 

thank you, Sh, mod heartily,*' faid the 
other, " for putting pe in mind of tha 
circumftance: till you mentioned it, I was 
in agony for thofe two youths," 
Nothing can be conceived more adnajra- 
b!y executed than this effe£ling.gi4)up^ 
in all probability^ it never would .have, ei^- 
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tered into my own head that it could have 
been in any refped improved. But when 
I firft had the happinefa of becoming 
acquainted with Mr. Lock, a period of my 
life which I fhall always recoilefk with pe- 
culiar plea&re^ I remember my converEng 
with him upon this fuljed \ and that Gen- 
tleman, after mfcntioning the esiecution of 
this piece in the highe^ terms of praife, 
obferved that, had the figure of Laocooa 
been tdme^ it would have been perfe£l. As 
a man fud^ring the ^ moft excruciating 
bodily pain with becoming fortitude, k 
admits of no improvement ; his propor- 
tionS) bis form, his a£lion, his expreilion, 
are exquifite. But when his fons appear, 
he is no longer an infulated, fufiering indi-> 
vidoal, who, when he has met pain and 
death with dignity, has done all that could 
be expe£ked from man ; he commences 
father^ and a much wider field is opened to 
the artift. We expe£k the deepeft pathos in 
the exhibition of the fublimeft charaiSter 
that art can oScx to the contemplation of 
the human mind: A father forgetting pain, 
and inffant deaths to fave his children. The 



Sublime ^d Pathetic the ivtid either did not 
fee, or defpaired of attaining. Laocoon's 
fufFerings are merely corporal ; he k deaf to 
the crie3 of his agonizing children, who are 
calling on hint for affiftance* But bad he 
been throwing a look of anguifh upon hi» 
fons, had he feemed tahave forgotten his 
own ful&ringsin theirs, he would have com- 
manded the fympathy of the fpeftator in 9 
much higher degree. On the whole, Mr* 
Lock was of opiaton, that the execution of 
tbis groupe is perfedl, but that the concep* 
t'lon is not equal to the. execution. I (hall 
leave it to others to decide whether Mr, 
Lock, in thefe obfervatbni^ fpoke like a 
man of tafle : I am fare he %oke like a fa- 
ther. I have fenfibijity to feel the beauty 
and judnefs of the remark, tiu)Qgh 1 bad 
not the ingenuity to make it. 

It is dtfputed whether this groupe wat 
formed from VirgiPs defcription of the 
death of Laocoon and his Tons, or the die-* 
icnption made from the groupe; it is evi- 
dent, from their minute refemblance, that 
one or other muft have been the cafe. The 
Poet u»eations a circumftancei which could 
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not be reprefented by the fculptor ; he fayg 
that, although every other perfon around 
fought fafety by flight, the father Was at- 
tacked by the ferpents, while he was ad- 
vancing to the affiftance of his fons— - 

— Auxilio fubeuntem ac tela ferentem.* 

This deficiency in the fculptor's art would 
have been finely fupplied by the improve- 
ment which Mr. Lock propofed, 

RefleiSting on the dreadful condition of 
three perfons entangled in the horrid twih- 
ings of ferpents, and after contemplating 
the varied anguifli fo flrongly exprefled .in 
their countenances, it is a relief to turn the 
eye to the heavenly figure of the Apollo. 
To form an adequate idea of the beauty of 
this ftatue, it is abfolutely rieceffary to fee 
it. With all the advantages of colour 
and life, the human form never appeared 
fo beautiful ; and we nevei* can fuflSciently 
admire the artift, who has endowed marble 
with a finer expreffion of grace, dignity, - 

* Tlie wretched father ninuing to their aid 
M'ilh pious haste; bat vain, thej next invade. 

•• . • / Dryden. ^ 
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and xinderftandtng, than ever were feen in 
living features. In the forming of this in- 
imitable figure, the ^artift feems to have 
wrought after an ideal form of beauty, fu- 
perior to any in nature, and which exifted 
only in his own imagination. 

The admired ftatue of Antinous is in the 
fame Court. Nothing can be more light, 
elegant, and eafy j the proportions are 
exafi, and the execution perfedi. It is an 
exquifite reprefentation of the moil beauti- 
ful youth that .ever lived. 

The ftatue of Apollo reprefents fome- 
thing fnperior, and the emotions it excites 
are all of ihe fublime cafl:. 



LETTER XLVIII. 

Rome. 

A HE prefent Pope, who has affumed the 
name of Pius the Sixth, is a tall, well- 
made man, about fixty years of age, but re- 



taining in his look all the frefhnefs cy^ 
a much earlier period of life. He lays 
a greater ftrefs on the ceremonious part orf 
religion than bis predecefibr Ganganelli^ 
in who(e reigii a great relaxation of church^ 
difcipline is thought to have taken place« 
The late Pdpe was a man of moderation^ 
good fenfe^ and fimplicity of manners ; and 
could not go through all the oftenf^tious 
parade which his flation required, without 
rdu^ance, and marks of difguft. He knew 
that the opinions of rnankind bad undergone 
St very great change fince ihofe ceremonies 
wiere eflaUilbed ; and tbat fociie of the moft 
refpe6table of the fpedlators cenfidered a« 
pcrfe(Sily frivolous many thingSN which for- 
merly had been held as facred. A man of 
good fenfe may feem to lay the greateft 
weight on ceremonies which he hinifelfcon* 
fiders as ridiculous, provided be thinks the 
people, in whofe fight he goes through 
them, are imprefied with a convi£iion of 
their importance ; but if he knows that fome 
of the beholders are entii-ely of a different 
ivay of thinking, he will be firongly tempted 
to evince, by fome means or other, that he 
defpifes the fooleries he performs^ as much 



a« 2»n>y of them. This, in a^t probabUityi 

wfts the cafe with GanganeiU ; wW, befides^ 

Was. an enemy to fraud attd hypocrify ole^ery 

kind. BoTy however remiis he may have 

beea with Fcgard to the etiquette of his fpi« 

ritual fundiontiy every body acknowiedges 

his diligence and a£kivity in promoting the 

temporal good of his fubjefb. He did ail in 

his paMrer to revive Irade^ and to encourage 

iRaAufa£lure9 and indoftry ef every kind« 

He httik no churches, but be repaired tl>e 

roads aU over the eccleikaftical ftate : he ref* 

traiiAcd the makvolence o^ bigpts, removed 

aWurd prejudices^ dnd pfO0ti<Hed fenfimentf 

o£efaaftty and good^vriVI to mankind in g€^ 

nerai» without excepting even heretics. Hie 

enonies^ the JefuitSt vtith an intention ta 

sAsdfte him odi^s in the eyes oi his own 

fubje£ts, gave him thie name of ihe Proteftant 

Pope« If they fappofed that this calumny 

would be ctedttedv on accoonC of the con* 

duA above menlionedy they at once paid the 

htgheft compliment to ihe Pope and the 

Proteftant religion. The carele& manner 

in which Ganganelli performed certain func- 

tioiisi and the general teoour of his life and 
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fentimcnts, werfe lamented by politicians, as 
well as by bigots. However frivolous the 
former might think many ceremonies in 
themfelves, they ftill confidered them as of 
political importance, in fuch a government 
as that of Rome ; and the Conclave held onf 
the death of the late Pope, are thought to 
have been in fome degree influenced by 
fuch confiderations in choofing his fucceflbr. 
The prefent Pope, before he was raifed to 
that dignity, was confidered as a firm be- 
liever in all the tenetsof the Roman Church/ 
and a fl:ri£l and fcrapulous obferver of all its 
injundlions and ceremonials. As his preten- 
fions, in point of family, fortune, and con- 
nexions, were fmaller than thofe of his bro- 
ther cardinals, it is the more probable that hd 
owed his elevation to this part of his cha- 
rafter, which rendered him a proper perfoti 
to cheek the progrefs of abufes that had been 
entirely neglected by the late Pope'; under 
whole adminiftration free-thinking was faid 
to have been countenanced, Proteftantifm in 
general regarded with diminifhed abhorrence, 
and the Calvinifts, in particular, treated witH 
a degree of indulgence, to which their invc- 
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terate enmity. to the church of Romegave 
them no title. Several inilances of this are 
enumerated^ and one in particular^ which, I 
dare fo, you will think a ftronger proof 
of the late Pope's good fenfe and good hu- 
mour, than of that negligence to which his 
enemies imputed it. 

; A Scotch prefbyterian having heated his 
brain, by reading the Book of Martyrs, the 
cruelties of the Spanifh Inquiiltion, and the 
Hiftories of all the perfecutions that ever 
were raifed by the Rom^n. Catholics againft 
the Froteftants, was feized with a dread, that 
the fame horrors were juft about to be re- 
newed. This terrible idea difturbeti his ima- 
gination day and night ; he thought of no- 
thing but racks and fcafiblds ; and, on.one oc« 
cafiofi, he dreamt that there was a continued 
train of bonfires, with a,. tar- barrel and a 
Proteftant in each, all the way from Smith- 
field to St. Andrews. 

^ He communicated the anxiety apd diftrefs 
of his mind to a worthy feofible clergymaA 
who lived in the neighbourhood. This 
gentleman took great pains toquiet his fears, 
proving to him, by ftroog and obvious argu- 
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ments, that there was little or no danger of 
fuch an event as he dreaded. Thefc reafon- 
ings had a powerful efiedt while they were 
delivering, but the impreffion did not laft^ 
. and was always effaced by a few p9ges of the 
Book of Martyrs. As foon as die clergy- 
naan remarked this, he advifed the relations 
to remove that, and every ^Xfok whrch treated 
of perfecutitm or mattyrdom, cntirfely out 
of the poor m:!in's reach. This was dotic 
accordingly, and books of a lefs gloomy com- 
pldxion were fubfti toted in thdt place; but 
as all of them fofmed a ftrong contraft with 
the colour of his mind, he could not bear 
their perufal, bat betook hinrfeif to the ftudy 
of tlic Bible, Which was the only book of 
his ancient library which had been left ; ami 
fo flrong a hdd had his former ft udies taken 
of his imagination, that he could refifh no 
part of the Bible, except the Revelation of 
St. John, a great part of i^ich, he thought, 
referred to tlie whore of Babylon, or, in other 
words, the Pope of Rome. This part of 
the fcripture he petafed ct)nfmuany With 
wnabating ardor aifid delight. His friend the 
clergyman, haying obfervcd thiSj took occa- 
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fion to fay» that every part of the Holy Bible 
was, without doubt^ mofk fublime, and won- 
derfully iftftrofilive ; yet he was furprifed to 
fee that he iimitcd his ftudies entirely to the 
hft book, and ne^eQed all tht? reft. To 
which the other replied, That he who was a 
diYtne, and a man of learning, might, with 
propriety, read all the facred volume from 
beginning to end ; but for his own part, he 
diought proper to confine himfelf to what 
he could underftand ; and therifore,, th^agh 
he had a due rtfpeA for all the fcripture, he 
acknowledged he gave a preference to the 
Revdatfon of St. John. This anfwer en- 
tirely iatisfied the clergyman ; he did not 
think it expedient to queftion him any far^ 
tfier ; he took his leave, after having requefted 
tlie people of the family with whom thit 
perfon livedi, to have a Watehfiit} eye on their 
relation. In ihe naeim rime, tbi^ poor man's 
terrors^ with regard to the revival of popery 
an^ perfecation, d<iily augmented ; and na-» 
tore in all probability would have funk un- 
dnr the weight of fuch accumulated anxiety, 
had not a thought occured which relieved 
hi| iptsMi in an mftant, by fuggefiitig an in^ 
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fallible method of preventing all the evils 
which his imagination had been broding 
over for fo long a time. The happy idea 
which afforded him fo much comfort, was 
DO Other, than that he fliould immediately 
go to Rome, and convert the Pope from 
the Roman Catholic to the Prefbyterian re- 
ligion. The moment he hit on this fortu« 
nate expedient, he felt at once the ftrongeft, 
impulfe to undertake the tafk, and the fullefl: 
convidlion that his undertaking would be 
crowned with fuccefs; it is no wonder,! 
therefore, that his countenance threw off 
its former gloom, and that all his features 
brightened ^vith the heart-felt thrillihgs of 
happinefs and felf-applaufe. While his re-. 
lations congratulated each other ori this 
agreeable change, the exulting vifionary, . 
without courmuiiicating his defign to any 
mortal, fet out- for London, took his paflage 
to Leghorn, and, in a fliort time after, ar- 
rived in perfedt health of body, and in ex- 
alted fpirits, at Rome. 

, He diredlly appJied to an ecclefiaftic of 
his owii country, of whofe obliging temper 
he had previoufly beard, and whom he 

confidered 
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conluleredjas a proper* ^effen to, jptfocurc 
htm an interview neceffary for the acconi- 
pUihmient.of hisprojei6):. He informed that 
gentleman, that he earneftly wished to have 
a conference: With the Pope, on .-a buiinefs 
•df Infinite impot^ance, and/whrich admitted 
of no delay. . It was hot difficult to perceive 
the ftate of this poor ti&an's mind;, the 
good-natured cccIefiaftiQ endeavoured to 
foothe. and ami»fe him, ..paitlng oflF the 
conference ti^l a ;diftjMit day.; in hopes that 

.means. might be fallei^ on, during the in- 
terval, to prevail, on him .to return to his 
own country. A few. days after this, 
however, he happened Jo go to St. Peter-'s 

, church at the very time when his Holi- 
nefs was performing forae religious cere- 
mony.. At this fight our impatient m'tffio- 

. nary felt all his paffions inflamed with ir- 

. refiftible ardour ; he could no , longer waii 
for the expe£led conference, -but burfting 
out with zealous indignation,- he exclaimed, 
** O thou bead of nature, with feven heads 
" and ten horns ! thou another of harlpts, 
** arrayed in purple and fcarlet, and decked 
** with gold and precious. flones and pearU 1 
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** ^Ht&w (awt)" the ^ekksii tup of sboolifis^ 
«^ ti^Sy tt^ ^ fi{driiiie6 of 'diy fernioation !** 
Yoa may cdfily tmagine the aftoDvOio 
W^ftt and hiAbab that (bih Kn opoftrophi^ 
ifrbtti ftidi ^ perfo^, ioft fach a phce, would 
^iecafi^A ; ht i/hcr imniedfateiy oarried to 
p\fyn by the Swi& lialbendiers. 

When it «iHis4diio«r« that ^e "was ;a BritfOi 

fub'fe^^, tome who undeittood £ngt4fli ^vv^re 

-'^dered to attend hh t-^aiauniition. llie 

firft ^ueftlon afl&dd ^hi<n ipvas, ^< What (bad 

<' briMight tiim lo Roiiate J *' fie anfmred, 

*' To knoilit the eyes of the fcarlet wbove 

»< witfc eye-felve, t*at flictwSght fee her 

« •wkfcedflfifs/' They aftsed, "*' Who he 

•■'* Aeam by *c feartet whor^?" Hean^ered, 

'* Wtio elfe cociM he mean, but her who 

** IGfTleAi «i|>on feven mountains, who haih 

'^ reduced ^e kings of the eartli to commt 

^< forhication, and who bddi gotten Arcrrdc 

<< Wkh the blood of the faints, afAd tile 

^« \Ao€A of the mavtynB ! " M^ny odier 

' ^txetei^s ^ere dkdd, and fuch prDv«o3cnlg 

<iiri(i^txs teturtied, «faat fome fufpeded the 

"man afie€led Inadfiefe, that he ^roight^gl^e 

vetit to his rancottr and petulance with 
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impunity ; and thej were for condemn ifig 
i^m to the gailies, thit he mi^t be taviglit 
iiiore'^fenfe, anrdlsetttfrtnaRners. Bat when 
they <k>miiiunicated their fentitnents to 
Clers^it the Eourteemh, be (aid, with great 
jood ifeumeur, ^T^fht nc^r had'heard 
**-of any tody whofe trndetfianding, or 
^ potkenefs, had heen ^nauch improved at 
<** that fehool ; that ttkhooigfi Aepoor man's 
^ &r^ addrefs luid been a little roagh 
** and abrupt, yet 4»e co«!d not help con- 
^ fiderifyg ^limfelf as obliged to^im for his 
good intentions, and for hie undertaking 
fuch a long journey with a view to do 
good. ^' He afterwards gave orders to 
treat the man with gentlenefs while he 
remained in confinement, and to put him 
•on board the firfi &ip bound from Civita 
Vecchia to England, defraying the expence 
of his paffage* However liumane and pca- 
fon;d)le this conduA may be thought by 
'many, i3icre wer« people who ,conderancd 
it as an inrjudicioos piece of fciiity, which 
tnight^iave a tendency to fink the dignity 
«ff the facred office, and expofe it to future 
infults; If fuch behaviour as this did not 
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pafs without blame, it may be eafily fuppofe^i 
that few of the late Fope*s a£iions .efcaptd 
uncenfured I and many who loved the eafy 
amiable difpofitions of the mai^, were of 
opinion, that the fpirlt of the times re<|Uirtd 
a different chara£ker <m the Papal throne. 
This idea prevailed among the ;CardmaIs at 
the late eleftion, and the Conclave js fup^ 
pofed to have fix^d on Cardinal Brafchi to 
be Pope, from the faime motive that the 
Roman fenate fometimes chofe a Diftator 
to reftore and enforce the ancient difcjptine* 




LETTER XUX. 



Kome4 



Jl ius the Sixth performs all the religious 
fun£tions of his ofBce in the mod folemn 
manner; not only on public and extradrdU 
nary occafions, but alfo in the moft common 
a<9:s of devotipn. I happened lately to be 
at St, Peter's church, when there was 
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fcarcely any other body there : while I ioon- 
ged ^rorn' chapel to chapel, Iboking at the 
fculpture and paintings, the Pope entered 
with a very few attendants ; when he can^e 
to the ftatuc of St. Peter, he was not fa- 
. li^fied' with bowing, which is the xifuai 
mark of refpedl {hewn to that image; or 
^ith kneeling, which is performed by more 
zealous perfons ; or with kifling the foot, 
which I formerly imagined concluded the 
clin^x of de^^tion ; he bowed, he icnelt^ 
he ki^ed tl>e foot, and then he rubbed 
his brow arid his whole head with every 
fnark ^of humility, fervour, and adoration^ 
42)>oh;the facrtd ftutii];>. — -It is no more, 
one half of the foot having been long fince^ 
worn away fey the lips. of the pious ; and 
if the examjple of his Holinefs is univerfally 
imitdted^ nothing but a miracle can prevent 
ihe leg, thigh, and other pa^^ts, from meeting 
Winh the fame fate. This uncommon ap- 
peartince of zeal in the Pope is not im» 
puted to Aypocryy -or to policy, but is fup» 
pofed to proceed entirely from a con virion 
of the eflBcacy of thofe holy fridions ; ap 
copinion which has given people a niuci^ 
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higher tit^ of the ftrengtb o£ bi^ Ah^ 
Ato of hi» ufwderAanding. This beili|f 
jubilee year, he may poffibly tbtnk a greatef 
aippearaflce df devoti(»inece&ary now» thao^ 
9f any olher lime. Tbct fitft jubilee wa^- 
i^ilituted hf Boniface the Eigbib^ in the 
year 1^300. Many ceretnoniefi an4 inftilu- 
tions of the Romaa Catholic church are 
^rtdcd'on thoft of the old Fkatbens, Tbif 
h evidently an' imitation of the Komsia 
iiecular games^ Mfhicb were exblMted everyr 
hundredth year ii^ honour of the gofds *,^ 
they lailed three da]^ and three night! ; 
they were attended with great pomp» and 
drew vail numbers of people to Rome, from 
all fparts of Italy, and the mod didant pjo« 
vinces» Boniface, rtcoilefking this^ de^ 
termined to inftitute ibmething analogoas^ 
which would immortalize his own naaie» 
and promote the interefk of the Romao 
Catholic religion, in general, and that of the 
city of Rome ki particular. He embraced 
the favourable opportaniCy which the b6<- 

^ The Carmea Secmlare of Horace was composed 
40 occasion of those celebrated by Angastus ia ib^ 
year of Home ^^6* 
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gltmi^ of a ^mwf pffisittBA): bo:iivraMi4 
a f&w extraoriltoaiycesemaiiiM, aaddeQliic^ 
the year 1300 the fiift jul^e jseinr, dttting 
vi4iich he aflbfced mankind diat Hcavsa 
^ouldbe in :^ p2(tlicular manner propitiouv 
fai grantiog Indulgences, and reoiifQan o( 
fins, to all who (hould come to Romei and 
attend ih$ fun&ipns there to be performed 
Bi tbiz fortunate period, which was not tq 
ooenr again for a hundred years. This 
drew a great eoncourfe of wealthy finners 
loRoine} and the extraordinary circulation 
4i money it occafioned^ was ftrongly feit 
M over the Pope's dominions^ Clement 
ilke Sixth, regretting that thefe advantages 
4hould occur fo feldom, abridged the period^ 
and declared there would be a jubilee every 
fifty ye^s ; the fecond was accordingly ce» 
Mraled in the year 13^0. Sixtus the Fifthf 
ffliagiiiingthat the interval waifti|l too long, 
•nee more retrenched the half ; and eveir 
'finee there has been a jubilee every lwe»ty« 
fifth year,* It is net likely that any (oVuKp 

• 

V" Te AM kH^loidgiriepit I an} indel^ijeclCprh^vinp 
feen the cereinonie^ atid proce^sioQ* .on tl^e termiesi- 
^u of tliis sacred year* 
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Pope will ihiAk of Shortening tMs period; 
if any alteration were again to take place^ 
it mod probably would be, to reftore the 
ancieni^ period of fifty oi' a hundred years ; 
for tnftead of the wealtliy pilgrims' who 
fiocked to Rome from every quarter of 
Chrift6iKlom', tiinety^nine/m a hundred of 
thofe who cothe now, ^are fupported by 
alms during their journey, or are barely able 
to defray their own expeoces by the ftrifleft 
ceconomy ; and his Holinefs is fuppofed at 
prefent to derive no other advantage frora 
the uncommon fatigue he is obliged to go 
through on the iuhileii year, except the 
fatisiadlibn he. feels, in reflediing on the 
benefit his labours confer on the fouls of the 
beggars and ofher travellers, who refort 
from all corners of Italy to Rome, on this 
hJejQTcd occafion. The States which border 
on iliePope*s dominions, ftlfFer many tem- 
poral: inconveniences from the zeal of the 
-peafants \ and manufaSurers, the greater 
|)aFtofwh6m dill make a point, of vifiting 
St. Peter's on the jubilee year ; the lofs 
■fuftained by the countries which fuch emi* 
grants abandon, is not halanced by anj ad- 
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vantage iransferred to that to which they 
refort ; the gcid •arifing on the whole, being 
entirely of a fp' ritual nature. By far th<J 
greater number . of pilgrims «come from the 
kingdom of Naples, whofe- inhabitants are 
faid to be of a very devout and very amorou-s 
difpoGiion. The firft prompts them to go 
to Rome in'fearch of that abfolution which 
the fecond renders neceflary ; and on the 
year jof jubilee, when indulgences are^o be 
had at an cafier rate than at any other time, 
tliofe who can afford it generally carry 
away fuch a ftock, as - not- only is fufficient 
to clear -old fcores, but will alio ferve as an 
indemnifying fund for future tranfgreffionj. 
There is one ! door into the church af 
St. Peter*s which is called the Holy Door. 
Tbis is always walled up, -except on this 
diftiiigiQiflied year ; and even then^ no 
perfon is permitted to enter by it but in 
the humbleft pofture. The pilgrims, and 
;many others, prefer crawling into the 
church upon their knees, by this door, to 
jwalking in, in the ufual way, by any other. 
J was prqfent at the {hutting up of this' 
.Hcfcly^Door. The.Eope being festal on ^ 
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laifed feather kind of throne, tunoandedby 
Cardinals and other eccleiiftfticsi an anthem 
was fuiig^ accompanied by all forts of muGcal 
kiftnimentti Daring the perferfBance, his 
Horm€;(8 d^fcended from the throne, with a 
golden trowel in his hand, pla<^ t!he fir(V 
hrick, and applied fome mortar ; lie then re-* 
turned t« his feat, and the door was inftantly 
built up by more expert, though le(s hal« 
lowed^ workmen ; and will remain as it is 
now, till the beginning of the nineteenth 
centtrry, when it will be again opened by tbe^ 
Pope then in being, with the £ime folemnity 
X that it has been now Atat, Though his 
Holinefs places but a (angle brick, ye^it 19 
very remarkable that this never h^t to 
communicate its influence in jFueh a rapid 
and powerful matmer, that, within sXsbikt 
jan hour, or at mofi an hour and a haM^ sSi 
} the other bricks, which £>rm the wall o(f 

the Holy Door, acquire an e^af degree of 
fan6lrty with that placed by the Pope's own 
hands. The common people and pilgnii»s 
are well acquaimed with this wonder&I 
y effeft. At tlie beginning of this jubilee year, 
when the late Wail was thrown down, .men, 
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if$mmMf and childcen forambkj and (mgf^t 
Ibr tiie fc^gtncats of d^jbrkU aiul m^-tar, 
Willi ithe fiiine eageroefs willed Jefs jliiligHt^ 

joictiig whsa hand(uls of money f^p ihr^?^ 
^mong jkiQm. i hwine A^b ^ft^9 9^Mf eil jb§t 
thofe fdecet pf bricks \fi^4^$ ^f f^SH^^ 
iiave al(d th« virtue of coring u^iiioy pf ilhe 
jno# obftinatc iifoAfsiZ'f and if i^v)fr^^^(tfjPs 
were permitteil at. KQsnp.t ilme i» ii\g^ li^ 
ieaft reafon to doubt, that thofe fit^rt} W9f^i 
b^ attiAed jp^hlidy tyy t^ pstj^At^.^ In ^ 
fiaanner as iatis£»<jlQry %^i ponyi A^Juig a^ «^ifr . 
the 4:orea performed .da% by !i^' J>iMf # 
t^wders, drops, and i>aliQm^ TiAvtniM in tlv 
l^ondoo BGw{paferF» Aft^r tipif (iiV'tting pf 
^fae Holy Door, flU^fs Mr^$ iJ^br^^ed fif 
nidotgfat ; and th^ f^rternj^y wf^ .^Uepde^ 
^ vaft muleitucks 9f iPtPpJe. iFpi* my 6^n 
^act^ I rfufpended mif ^uriofiity |iM next d^y^ 

which was ChnAtfm-i9^y9 when I Ti^turi^ 

again. to St. Peters c&urcb» 9fid &W thp 
Pope perform mafs on t|)ii£ f^lfigin p^giGojU.. 
^'HisHolxnefs went throagh ail tbe evolutions 
of the- ceremony with i»n addrefs itnd flexi.- 
bilitf of bodyi which are rarely to b$ fojio^' 
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in thofe who weao* the tiara ; who aFr, 
generally' fpeakmg/vmen. bowing under the 
-load.of -yciirs and .infirmfties. .His '.prefeiK 
HoUnefs has hitherto faffefed 'from neither. 
'His features are regular^ and he has a fine 
'Countenance ; his perfon is (Iraight, and his 
^movements graceful. His leg and foot are 
remarkably well made, and always orna- 
'fniented with filk flock! ngs, and red flippers, . 
of the niofl:' delicate codftrudion. , Notwith- 
landing that the p.apal uniforms arc by no 
means calculated to iet off the perfon to the 
-greateft advantage, yet the peculiar neatnels 
with which they are put on, and the nice 
"adjufliment of their moft minute parts, 
•fuflficiently prove that his^jrefent Holinefs is 
^ot infer! fible of the charms of his perfon, 
or unfolicitous about his external ornaments* 
Though verging towards the winter of life^ 
his cheeks ftill glow^with autumnal rofes, 
which, at a little diftanee, appear as blooming 
as thofe of thefpring. If he himfclf were 
lefs clear-fighted than he feemsto be, to the 
l^uties of his face and perfon, he. could not 
•alfo be deaf to the voices of the women, wh© 
break out into exclamations, in praife of 



tsoth, as often ^s he appears la public. On 

^ public occafiib, lately, as he was carried 

•through a particular ilteet, a youiig woman 

at a -windoW* exclaimed^ ."* Qjjanto e bcllo.l 

f * O quanto e bcllo 1 "* and was im media tclf 

"anfweredby a7;ea!oias old lady at the window 

«oppo{ite, who folding her hands in each 

' -other, and ralGng her eyes to: heaven, cried 

out wit^h' a mixture of love for his perfon, 

•and veneration "for his facred office, ** Tanto 

*** e hello) quanto e fantb f" f When we 

•know that fuch a quantity of incenfe is daily 

burnt under his facred nodrils, we ought 

m 

^ot to be aftonlfhed, though we ihould 
£nd his brain, on fome occafions, a tittte 
intoxicate 

/• Vanity is a very comfortable failing; anci 
' has fuch an univerfal power over mankind, 
•that not only the gay blofToms of youth, bat 
«ven the flirivelled boibm of age, and the 
^ontradted heart of bigotry,' open, expand, 
•and difplay ftrong marks of fenfibility under 
its induence. 



^»f 



1 

^ How beautiful he is ! how beautiful he i<1 
'"t'-He.is «s befttttiful ai he i« h<»\y\ ., . 
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After mofsy ihe Popr gave the heoodi^lMi 
fo the people afieqnUed ioAbc iSlAod Cwxtt 
before the diurcb of St. Feter 's* It wnn . w 
remari«ibiy fine day ; an iauBtnle iaduliiliude 
ttkd that fpactoiie and nu^iAcent arjesr; 
Ihe horfe aiui foot guards weitr drawn i»p ia 
Aeir mod IboMry uniforin. thn Pope, tetiE^ 
i» an open, portafale chair, in aUlbe ^ka** 
door which his wardrobe eoiikt pve, wi^ 
the tiara an fats head,^ was carried o^ of 9 
targe window/ which opene on a balcony iir 
Ihe front of St. Peter's. Vat filk bf ngifigr 
and gold ^rappii^s with which ^ ^ehair w?$ 
embeUifhed, cboccaled the men yA»o ^arrie^ 
k, fo ihat lo ihofe wlio viewed hios fros^ 
the area below, his Hollnefs feemed tofail 
fiorward from the Window, ielf4>ajaaa?d in 
the air, like a celefttal being* The inftant h^ 
appearcsd, the mBfic ftr^ck tip, the bdiis 
fong from ev«ry chiircfa, a&d tiie canoon 
diander^ &om the ca&Ie of St. AngeJo, in 
sepealed (^eadsr Dujrmg tbe iaitervals, ihe 
church of St. Peter's, the palace of the 
Vatican, and the banks of the Tiber, re« 
fchoed the acclaniattons of the popol:^. 
At length bis HoUnci^ arpfe ijrom bis i|av 



tnd an tmmedtate and awful filence enfued. 
The multitude fell upon their knees, with 
their hands and eyes raifed towards his 
HoUnefs, as Co a benign Deity. After a 
fbiemn paufe, he pronounced the bene- 
diAion^ with great fervour ; elevating his 
outftretched arms as high a$ he could f 
then clofing them together, and bringing 
dienv back to {ii» bread with a flow motion^ 
as cf he had got bold of the bleffing, and was 
drawing rf gently fr^m heaven. FinaU^Ty he 
threw his arms open, waving them for fomt 
time as if his intention had been Co fcatier 
l!fae bentdi^on with knpartia^ty among the 
peopfe; 

No ceremony can be belter calculated &ir 
ftriking the fenfes^andimpofing on the an* 
^brflanding, than thi* of the Supreme I'onciff 
giving the MeAng tt^tsk thebaieony of &• 
9eter'^ Formy own parf^ if } bad not, in 
my early youtW, received impreffions hi^lf 
unfavotttaMe to the difief aAor in this magi*» 
^nt interlude, I ffiduld have been in dati-- 
ger of paying hm a degree of refped, very 
imsonfiftent witb <be jcligion in wliicb I 
was edueafisd 
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•J-N my lall, I ififormed you *of my. having 
been feduced almoft into idolatry, by the 
influence of example, and the pomp which 
fiirrounded the idol, 1 piuft now.confefe 
that I have actually bowed the knee to.Baa|, 
from m^re waiitonnefs. We aie told that, 
lo draw near to that Being, who ouglit to 
be the only obje6l of worfliip, with our 
4ips, while our hearts are fac from hina, is a 
mockery. Such daring aqd- abfurd hypo- 
ichfy I ibalj always a void..:, but. to havedrawa 
near to-^iw, who pwght notjo.be an objecSb 
of.worihip, wi^h the h^ps only, while the 
heait. continued at a drftance, I hope will be 
xonfidered as no mare than a venial tranf- 
-greiEon. In fliort, I trvrft, tliat it will not 
be looked on as a moital fin in Proteftants 
to have kjiTed the Pole's toe. If 'it fhould^ 
;fbmfi of your friends are in;a :<leploi4bie 
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way, as you (hall hear. — ^It is ufual for ftran^i 
gers to be prefented to his Holinefs, before 
they leave Rome, The Duke of Hamilton, 
Mr. Kennedy, and myfelf, have all been at 
the Vatican together, upon that important 
bufinefs. Your young acquaintance Jack, 
who, having now got a commiffioh in the 
army, confiders himfelT no longer as a boy, 
dedred to accompany us. We went under 
the aufpices of a certain ecclefiaftic, who* 
iffually attends the Englifh.on fuch occa- 
tons. > 

He very naturally concluded, that It 
would be mod agreeable to us to have the 
clrcnmftances of kiffing the flipper dlfpenfcd 
with. Having had fome converfation, there- 
fore, with his Hofinefs, in his own apart- 
ment, while we remained in another room, 
previous to our introduction ; he afterwards 
returned, and informed us, that the Pontiff,* 
indulgent to the prejudices of 'tHe.Britifh- 
nation, did not infift on that part of the ce- 
remonial ; and therefore a very low bow; 
on our being prefented, was all' that would 
l>e required of us. I 

• A bow ! cried the Duke of Hamilton ; I 



4^ ynattr off aocaxr ah0 

ihoold noc have given mjfelf any trooHei; 
atnmt th« matter, bad 1 fdpefScd that aft 
was to end: in a. bow^ 1 looked an biffinii; 
die toe aa the. onljr amofihg cirnimftance «f 
the whdl0 } if that is to he omitted, I will 
not be introebc^ at alL For if the moft 
ludicroaa part is left out, who wo»)ld wail; 
for the reft of a farce ? 

This was a thanderilroke to our negocisA 
tor, MfhQ expe£^ed thanks^ M leaft, for th^ 
honourable tern^s he bad obtained ; bqt whov 
on the contrary, found himfelf in the fao)? 
difagreeable predictment with other nego« 
ciators, who have met with ahufe- and rc^ 
])ro9€b from their couotrymen, on accooat 
of treaties for which they expeded univeriat 
applaofe. 

The Doke of Hamihon knew nothing of 
the treaty which our introducer had juft cori^ 
eluded; otberwifehe would certainly hav^ 
fuievented the iregpciation. As I perceive^ 
however, tha« our ambafiador was {nQrttfi;ed 
with the thoughts ihat all bis labour fhould 
prove abortive, I faid, that although he ha4 
prevailed with his Holinefs to wave that par| 
itf the ceremonial, wbicl^ hit Grace thought 



§o entertamingp yet it. would onqu^ionably 
b^ (\i\\ lao^e agreeable to hira ihat the wholir 
^oiil4 be prexform^d tp its utmoft exteiU : 
this new arrangement, thej^efioret needed 
j%o\ be ao obfiruAion. to oar being pre* 
If nted. 

Tbe coonteaance of our Conduflor bright^ 

ened op at this propol^L He immediately 

ufliefed VIS into the prefence of the Supreme 

Pontiff. We all bowed to the ground ; the 

fuj^left of the company had the bappine& 

lo touch the facred flipper with their lipc^ 

aodtlie ka^l agile were within a few inches 

of th;it honour. As this was more than had 

^en bargained for, his Holinefs feemed 

agreeably furprifed ; raifed the Duke with a 

Imiling coontenance,andconveried with him 

In ao obliging manner, .afking the common 

i|Qeftions, How long, he had been in Italy? 

Whether b«; found .Home agreeable ? When; 

hit^ intended. U> iet p^t for Naples ? — He 

laid fomething of the iame kind to each of 

the comfiany ; and, after about a quartet 

of an hour or twenty minutes, we took our 

kave. 

Next .day, his Holiuefs fent his comply 
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ments to 'tBe Duke, 'with a prdfent df tX^^o 
mcdats, one of gold, arid the other of fil^ei*^ 
on. both of A^ich the head of the PontifT 
is very acciirately engraved. • ' ' • 
"'The manner in which the -gctleralfty of 
fdvereign princes pafs their time, is-^s-far 
from 'being amuiing or agreeafefe, as one 
tan poflibly imagine. • Slaves * to the tire- 
forae routine of etiquette ; martyrs to the 
Oppreffive fatigue^of pomp; con drained to 
walk every levee day around the fame dull 
Circle, tb gratify the vanity of fifty or a 
hundred people, by whifpering a fomething 
or a nothing into the ears of each ; obliged 
to wear a fmiling countenance, even v^eii 
the heart is opprefled with fadnefs; befjegeS 
by the craving faces of thofe, who are nioi:o 
difpleafed at what is -withheld, than gratefut 
for the favours they have received ; fur- 
rounded, as he conftAntly is, by adepts in 
fhe art of fimalation, all 'l^rofeffing • th« 
higheit pofftble regard ; hovir 'Qiatlth&puedlUcl 
fnonarch di(lingui(h real from afiumod at<^ 
taChment ? and what aji&does be run, of 
placing his confidence where he ought to 
:have direSed his indignatioa ! A^^^^^-^U 



tbefe inconveniefncieS)^ when we add this, 

that, he is precluded from thofe delightful 

fenfations which fpring from difvntereAo^^ 

frl^nd&tp, .fwee^ I equality, and. the gay, 

cat^Ief& enj^ypofems of fopial lif^p, we mi^^ 

a^knowiedgev that aU that ist)rilliant in the 

condition of a fovereign, \i not fu^Qeut; td 

compenfate fof fuch reftraints, fgi.ch dangers, 

and fuch deffrivacions. 

- So far indeed are- we fwtfi CQfffiderictg 

that envied. condition as enviable, ^that greal* 

pact of manl^ipd are more apt t(>««thiA}(;>tt 

infupportable ; and are fci¥prifed.tt<Hfi(ld, 

that thofe- unhappy men, whom 'fate has 

condemned to fuffer th« paiiis of royalty 

for life, are able to wait with patience for 

.the natural period of their days* .For, 

ftrange as'it m^ appear, hiftory does not 

fctrnith us with an inflance, n0t Qv.en.in 

Qrpzt Britain itfelf, of a kirg, who hanged, 

or drowned, or put himfeif to death in any 

other violent manner, from mere taeditm, 

as other mortals, difgufted with life, are apt 

to do. I was at a lofs to account for fuch 

an extraordinary fadl, till I recollefled that, 

Ijiowevec void of fefources* and*2l£tivity the 
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ttiflds of flUonarchs m^y Ibe, they are fsi^ 
4om allofw^ to reft rn rcpofe. .Tfae ftormt 
to whidh fieople in tbeir tofty fitviackM ars 
^xpeCedy odcfl£on fudi agitaftionsy la^f^peveaC 
Ae (lagMafikig flime ^ tabdium frooi ^^ 
iSiering ^oti their m-nds. That kings <1# 
«Mt CGtmtmt fu<ickie, sbereforey afibrds ^nijr 
a very ^nder prefijim|KkiB of die bapfiifiefii 
iOf their condition : akikosgh k k 'a ikr0tig 
fto6(i that all tke fiarrtcanes of lifie are not 
fb iafupportabk to tihe fioman mind, as that 
ifdipTii, -fearlefe) hopelels calm, 'whic4) ^a-^ 
irelopei men nA^ ane devoid 6( memal on- 
joymeiilB, and vrteife fenfes itne palkd with 
fatiety. if jthere ts any truth in the above 
fepreifeflftaitiOQ^tbe regat condition^ woald 
not you ifiugine that of a(I others it wooM 
49«-tbe moft fhunned? Wouki n^t yoa 
4inagme l^at every human beif>g woirid 
ihtiflk &€»» it, as from certain mifery ^ and 
ihat at leaft every <wlfe iman vi^ould fay^ 
iv>fdi the Poet'*. 

I eavy none their pageantry and (how^ 

I envy none the gilding of their woe ? 
« ' * " 

2to«nly every wife map/^bul every ibolift 



mssif will adopt the /entiment, and aft 

mcc(kdxtv^Y ; pnM^ided his ranlt in life re- 

tables him from the pc^Bfoility of ever 

Sittaitiiiig the objeAs in queftion. For mh^X 

in fituated beyond the fpiiert of otir hopes, 

vttj kliom excites our defires ; hot bring 

the poweiful magnets a little nearer, and 

they attra<% the homan paiHons with a force 

xvhich reafon and philofophy jcamiot control. 

ihaced within fbeir reach, the wife and the 

'fdolifh grafp with equal eageniefs at crowns 

aaid feeptres, in fpite of all the tfaoms with 

ivhich they are farroaaded. Their alluring 

magic ieems to have the power of changing 

the very diaraQrer* and natures of men. In 

^tirfuit rf them, the indolent have been 

excited to the moft adlive exertions, the 

KroluptuoOs have renounced their darlinjg 

pleafures ; and even thofe who have long 

walked in the direft road of integrity, have 

'4eviattd into all the crooked paths of vijlany 

and fraud. 

There are paffions, whofe indulgence is 
fo exceedingly flattering to the natural vanity 
of men, that they wfll gratify them, though 
jperfaadcd that the gratification will be jir^ 
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tended, by difappoi/iuncnt and mifery, Thfir 
love of power-and fovereignty is of. this fl^f&. 
Jt has been a geoeral. behef^ eyer fince the 
■Jcingly office was ^ftabliflied among men, 
that cares and^ anxietjr were the conftant 
'attendants of royahy. Yet this general 
convidlion n^ver made a fingle perfon declin'p. 
.^n opportunity of embarking oa this fea of 
troubles.. Every new adventurer flatters 
himfelf, that fie (hall be guided by fonae 
happy ftar undifcovered by former navi- 
gators ; and thofe who, after trial, have re- 
Jinquiflied the voyage — Charles, Chriftina, 
Amadeus, . and others — when they ha J 
quitted, the helm» and were fafcly^ arrived 
in port, are faid to have languifhed, all the 
reft of their lives, for that fituation which 
tlieir own experience, tagght J[hem was^ 
fraught with mifery. 

Henry the Fourth of England did not 
arrive at the throne by the natural anddire£l 
road. Shakefpeare puts the following Ad- 
drefs to Sleep, into the mouth of this 
monarch : 

-^ O Sleep ! O gentle Sleep ! 

Nature's foft nurie, Mow have I frighted thee. 

That' 
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That thou no more wilt weigh my eyelids down. 

And Jleep my fenfcs ^n forg^lfulnefs ? 

Why rather, Sleep, lied: thou in fmoky cribs, 

Upon uneafy palJats (Iretching thee. 

And . huih*d with bufy pight - flies to thy 

flumber; 
Than in tbe perfum'd chambers of th^ Great, 
Under the canopies of coftly ftate. 
And luU'd with founds of fweeteft melody ? 
O thou dull Gfod ! why \y*ik thou with the vile 
In loathfome beds ; and leav'A rhe kingly cou^ 
A watch<afe, or a corotnon 'larum bgeli ? 
Wilt thou, upon the hig^ and giddy mail, : ' 
Seal up the Ship.- boy's eyes, and rock hijs brains 
Jn cradle of the 4'ude im.perioiis furge ; , 

And in the v'ifitation of the winds. 
Who take the ruffian billows by tbe top. 
Curling their mondrous heads, and hanging fhem 
with deaf nlng clamours in the flipp'ry flirouds ? 
Can'fl thou, O partial Sleep ! give thy repofc ' 
To the wet fea-boy in an hour fo rude:; 
And in the calmeftand moil (lilleft nighty 
With all appliances and means to boot, • i } 
Deny it to a King i — : ' 

However eager and impatient this Priniq^ 
may have formerly been to obtain tfa^ 
Cixiwn, yott would conclude that he ji^as 



^ 
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quite cloyed by poDeffion at the time he 
made this fpeech • and therefore, at firft fightj 
you would not expedl that he fhould af- 
terwards difplay any exceflive attachment 
to what gives hinl fo much uneafinefs". 
But, Shakefffeare, who knew the fecrct 
wi flies, perverfe defires^ and ft range incon* 
fifte:ncij^s of the human heart, better than 
mSn ever knew them, makes this very 
Henry, fo tenacioufly fond of that which 
he hiinfetf cbn6dered as the c^ufe of all 
his in'^yibtiide, that he cannot bfcar to have 
Hife iirowii 6ne woilient out of his fight, 
but orders it to be placed ort his pillow when 
he lies on his death-bed. 

.^Of all diadems, the Tiara, in my opi- 
nion, has the feweft charms ; and nothing 
can aflFord a ftroiiger proof of the ftrength 
and perfeverance of man's paffion for (b«' 
vereign power, thari our knoAy ledge, that 
even thjs ecclefiaftical crown is fought after 
with as much eagernefs, perhaps with more^ 
than any othdr crown in the world, al- 
ftibugli the candidates are geheraily in the 
SK^iliHe of life, and all of a profeffi^nvvhkfc 
sfvftw^ the iiioft fttftSt d>ttt€mj]ft of v^brtdlj^ 
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gmniSsur- ' Tikis app^k the more Wonderful 
Vrheti we:nifle(£ly'tluii^ over atidiabove thoffe 
fources 6f iweiiriDers'raiul. Texationi which 
the Pope has in common with, other fo^ 
vereigns, he has fome which are peculiar 
to himfelf. — The tirefome religious func- 
tions which be muft J|;isr£p|:j(n» tbsi ungenial 
folitude of his meals, the exclufion of the 
company and converfation of women, re- 
ftriflion from the tendered . and mod de- 
lightfui connexions in life, from the en-* 
dearments of a parent, and the ^en ac^ 
knW&leigment of his own children ; his mind 
p^profled with the gloomy i'^€;£lipi^| th||t 
ithe tifi^f^ foF whoo) he,hf^,;^be lead regard, 
iper.haps :hif greated .enemyi i|i?y be Jiis 
Mftiinedlate : fticceflbr I :to ,wHich. is added, 
jthepain of fi^c^^l^is infl^encfet bpt^ fp^r 
jritu^I./ind t^iuporaj, .ddqjlmug every day : 
and the mortification ,of knowing, that aU 
^is arij^iont lofty pre«enfions are laughed at 
.by on& b^f '^fihe Roinan Catholics, all the 
^FFO|tedi)m$, add totally difregarded by the 
refd lof tn^kitid. I Iciiow of nothing' whic}i 
sctai bei'^pat ili the other ia^\^ t^.b.^iaiice fill 
thofe peculiar difadyfW^ages j}P^qf:§iiti^j^J|^|s 
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Hoiinefs labours, unle&it is the fiuguTar fe^ 
licity which be JawfuUy may, and no doubt 
does enjoy, in the contemplation of his owa 
infallibility. 



f£ t ETTE R LI, 

Rome*. 

XN their external deportment, the Italians 
have a grave folemnity of manner, which n 
fometimes thought to arifi; from a natural 
gloominefs of difpofition. The French, 
above all other nations, are ^pt to impute to 
melancholy, the fedate ferious air which ao« 
companies reflection. 

Though in the pul^tj on the theatre, 
and evep in common conversation / the Ita- 
lians make ufe of a great deal <>f a6lidn ; ydt 
JtaUatx vivacity is difFerent from French; 
the former proceeds from feniibalityi t^ 
iiuter from animal fpirit^^/'^> i«il' ^ •< 



*tht inhabitants of this country have 
not the brifk look, and th&it trip, which is 
univerfal in France ( they move rather with 
a flow compoTed pace ; their fpines, never 
having beet} forced into a (Iraight line, retain 
the natural bend ; and the people of the 
moft fini&ed £idiion, as welt ai the ntg* 
leStcd vulgar^ fe^m to prefer the unccxi- 
ftrained attitude of the Antinous, and other 
antique ftatues, to the artificial graces of a 
French dancing- mafter, or the ere6l ftfat of 
a German foldisn I imagine I perceive a 
great ifefcmblands between many of the 
livingiOomiteyKlhces I fee daily, and tbefea^ 
fures of the ancietit bufts and ftatties \ whicli 
leads me to believe, that thai« area greater 
ntiniher of the genuine defcendants of the 
eld Romans in Itaiy^ than is generally 
imagined . > ; 

1 am often ftruick with the fine character ^ 
ofetuntenance tobe feen in the ftreet& of 
Rome. I kiever (aw features more expref* 
five of refiedion, fenfe, and genius ; in the 
vety lowed ranks there are countenances 
which aniiounce minds fit for the higheft 
and moft important fituations ; and we 



cannot hdp regretting tfatit tb&ftt:to!Mr^m 
diey belopg». bavd. not riecrivtd -Jan. eda-? 
cation adequate to. the n^t^r^t !>9lbUitm» 
we are, eonvinoed tl^ey pofiefi^iiftDid pilace4 
wbefcthofeabUitiea ^fiutd 1^ ' bfow^lii iata 

;pfall.tlic Ctontiie^rie JBuir<>*f& Swimrn 

iand .isrtJ^t in{Whieh:tb« bjeaujks P^ rti^iiw* 
appear in xh^ greateft yiarn^tyiioffof/ilw, ;an4 
on the rao(l m^nific^nt fc>l?,; in i;tia|,<fognn 
try, therefore, thft youflg laotfis^p^, fim^H 
has the beft chance of feizing tfte mckftXiibn 
Hifveidras: hiitiltaly :i$ tjb^ ;heA Mooi.6ij{ 
thoihiilDryrpaintcr,-noi: ^nKy^^ojirfi^ooi^rfiif 
its being enriched with th$ :<jWQrfc iaf: ihft 
greateft majftcw,* anduhe^ p<ibfcft;n3M)del$ j^f 
antiq^te fe«lptwre; but alfo mt *«:QU0tiiQf 
the fine expreffiine ftyle of the Italian coun<% 
tenance. Here you have few or . iwne of 
thoie fa^v &t, gliOening^ udmeaningifaeeSy 
]Eb ccHDmon. im tine • tt\oH noi^tkejrnipv^ tS 
Europe. I happened Qhce,:to. fit by a £[>v 
reigner of my acquaiataoce; at tibei Opera l(\ 
the Hayoflaarket, wheii' a (Certain lylobleraan^ 
who at that time was, a good dealit^bdd i6fi 
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f < . . ' /^ . « Not fardy iho famous Lord 

" : r," faid be. •* Yes," ftid I, " the 

** very fame.*' " It muft be^acknowlci^ed 
"then," continued he, ** that the noble 
*^ Earl does, infinite honour to iboCe who 
** have had the care of his educ«(tiQn«" 
*' Hovir fq?" rejoined I. ** Becawfe," re* 
plied the foreigner, ^* a countenance i^ 
*' completely vacant, fttongly indicf^es ^ 
" deficiency of natural abilities; the tefpecr 
•*. table figure be mabes in the,feniate> ^there^ 
" fore prefuipe, muft be entii:cly pwing ^ 
" inftru^lion." , ; 

Strangers, on t|ieir arrival at Rofne^ jforpji 
Of> high idea of the beauty of the ljloni9i;i 
•vvomen, from the fpecimcns they fee.in.tbf 
fafliionable circles to which tbey are firil inr 
^u^pdoqed. There are fome exceptions; but 
Hk general it muft be ai:jcqQwledgi^d>. tbtf 
4;be present race of women of high r^kiire 
js^ve difti^gHifbod by thein other ori|ameAt§^ 
than by ibcnr beauty. Ainong the f^t'mm^ 
bowever> apd in the- lowex claflt#, y.oii fr^ 
^neatly meet with the moft.beitutifulcpiunf. 
t^ai^nces. jTor a brilliant red and )i;^hUe» an^ 
all the cb^^rms of completions no vK^in^eo 
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are equal to the Englifli, If a hundred, or 
any. grieater number, of £ngli{h women 
were taken at random, and compared with 
the fame number of the wives and daugh- 
ters of the citizens of Rome, I am convinced, 
thai ninety of the Englifh Would be found 
liandfomer than ninety ofthe Romans ; but 
the probability is, that two or three in the 
hundred Italians, would have finer counte* 
nances than any of the Englifh. Englifh 
beauty is more remarkable in the country, 
than in towns ; the peafantry of no country 
in Europe can (land any comparifon, in 
point of looks, with thofe of England. That 
race of people have the conveniencies of life 
in no other country in fuch perfection ; they 
are no where fo welt fed, fo well defended 
from the injuries of the feafons; and no 
where elfc do they keep themfelves fo pcr- 
fe&ly clean, and free from all the vilifying 
cflfed of dirt. The Englifh country girls, 
taken colieAively, are, unqueftionably, the 
handfomcfl in the world. The female pea- 
fants of moil other countries, indeed, are (b 
bard worked, fo ill fed, fo much tanned by 
the fun, and fo dirty, that it is difficult to 



know whether they have any beauty or hot. 
Yet I h^ve been informed by fome amateurs, 
^ fince I came here, that in fpite of all thefe 
difadvantagesy they fondetimes find, among 
the Italian peafantry, countenances highly 
' interefttng, and which they prefer to all the 
cherry cheeks of Lancafliire, 

Beauty,' doubtlefs, is infinitely varied ; 
and happily for mankind, their tailes and 
opinions, on the fubjeA, are equally va<- 
Yious; ^Notw'rtfatftan^ng this variety, how* 
ever, a ilyle of face, in fome meafure pe« 
tuliaf to its own inhabitants, has been 
found to prevail in each different nation of 
Europe. This peculiar countenance is again 
greatly varied, and marked with every de« 
^ree of difcriminaftion between the extremes 
loff b^atlty an4''Ug4tnrfa I will give yon a 
Ikefch of t^ general ftyte of the moft l)eau« 
lifut female heads in this country, from 
which you may judge whether they are to 
your tafte or not. 

A great profufion of dark hair, which 
feems to encroach upon the forehead, 
rendering it (hort and narrow ; the nofe 
fenerally either aquilifie, or continued in a 

c * 



ftraigbt Kne jfrond the lower part of tbr 
trow ; a full atwi ' fcort vipper lip ; by, ttyt 
way, notbiirg'biis »• wa?fe ,eff^ oiv. ^ CQi^n- 
tpnance, thijn. a.teegi?. in^er.ypl^.l^tWfifn rt>l^ 
noffe and moad^;; tiie ey^^ are j^rg^i ai?rt 
of a fp^rkliAg'biftdt, The Wftck ^ycj^frr 
tainly labours under q)i^ 4ti?d9aritagfr> 
wfaichr isy t&at» fr0m tM ui$ aD^ p9pit 
being of the.&n;^; ij^kwfy tfee ^pnt^fl^i^Pf 
and clilalatioo <rf tBo l^^Hep J$ ^^t ^liwy?., ; by 
which the :  «)Wf i* • 4Ji>#i%>4.v of/: ha}f ; . jft^ 
powers. Yict tte Jfalian^ eye U :iw>rHlerT 
fully cxprefllve; "folne popple tWofc itj.feyf 
too muck Ttie CQn^Q^i<>t;t»^ f«Hr t^aioft 
part,, is of.a clear bir<^wn, fomQlii»?^,feftJr 
but very ftldoni i^tj, or pf.>tb«tVbf]gt^ 
i&irnefs whkh is coitimon^ iii £nglai»d 9i^ 
fiaixoviy. ..It; inilfl: betr^twne^^.'^t)^ '^ibcrfir 
featured wbicb h^H\ i Am «^fQffi<H» i# 
fentiment and meaning in ywttiirSHf 9 mOTf^ 
apt, than lefs expreffive (909% tf» bec<imf 
foon ftrong and mafculinie. In. England 
«nd'Grermany, the vromeii, a Wtte advanced 
in life, retain the appeatance of yoiil^^ 
i^nger than in Itjtly, 
.With counteoancea fo &vott)r^le fi9f dive 



peociiy you will naturally imagine^* thaj 
portrait^painting is in thje bigheft per- 
feftion here. The, reverfe,. however,, pf 
this is true : that branch of the art is ia 
the loweft eftimation all over I^aly. I(| 
pjalaces, the beft furniflied with ^idlures, 
you feldom fee a portrait of the propiietor^ 
or any of bis family. A quarter lengj^^ 0£ 
the reigninff j^ope is fometimes .tU«. only 
iportrait of a living, peripn^ ^ tq ,lxe jfipgq ij^ 
the whole palace. J^eycral of .the, Rppsij^ 
princes affe£l to have a ropoi of ftatf^ 
or audience , chamber, in which is a^jaifed 
feat like a throne, with a canopy over \U 
In thofe rooms the effigies, of ,ihe {^on^ili} 
are hung ; they are th^ work of vgry in- 
f erior arti(ls, and feldom cofl above thr^^ 
oc four (iequins. As foon as his ^ol'Mefs 
depart^ this life, the pprlrait. dif^ppe^r^^ 
and the face of his fuccefibr is iq due 
time Jiung up in its ftead. Xhi», VQU wiU 
fay, is treating, theij; old. Soyerf jgp ^3 iittla 
unkindl^^ and P^ing "P. very ex^c^niiyo 
compliment to the new ; it is nol,,fo oeco** 
nomk^l, jb^wevePp as what'\vas,pra£lired.by 
a certain ^perfon. J (Jt^aU ;jpt jnfofflnypyi 



whether he wa$ a Frenchman or an Cn« 
glifhman, but he certainly was a courti^r^ 
and profeffed the higheft poffibie regard /or 
all living monarchs ; but confidered them as 
no bfetter than any other piece of clay when 
dead. He had a full length pidlure of his 
6wn Sovereign in the principal ro«m of his 
houfe ; on his majefty's death, to fave 
himlelf the ex pence of a frefli body, and 
^ ftew fuit of ermine, he employed a 
painter to brufh out the face aiid periwig, 
and clap the new King's head on his grand- 
father's fhoulders ; which, he declared, 
were in the mod perfe<^ preservation, and 
fully able to wear out three or four fuch 
heads as painters ufually ' give in thefe de« 
generate day s» " 

The Italians, fn general, very feldom take 
the trouble of fitting for their pi6iure$. 
They confider a portrait as a piece of paint- 
ing, which engages the admiration oT no- 
body but the perfon' it reprefcnts, or the 
painter who drew it. Thofe who are in 
circumftances to pay the beft artifis, gene- 
rally employ them in fome fsjeS more 
univerfally interefting, than ibe reprefenta* 



lion of human countenances ftaring out of 
a piece of canvafs/ 

Pompeto Battoni 48 the bed Italian painter 
now at Rome. His talle and genius led him 
to hiftory painting, and bis reputation was 
originally acquired in that line ; but by far 
the greater part of his fortune, whatever that 
may be, has flowed through a different chan- 
nel. His chief employment, for many years 
pad, has been painting the portraits of the 
young Englifli, and other llrangers of for* 
tune, who vifit Rome. There are artifts in 
England fuperior in this, and every other 
branch of painting, to Battoni. They, like 
him, are feduced'from the free walks of ge* 
nius, and chained by intereft to the ferviJe 
drudgery of copying faces. Beauty is worthy 
of the moft delicate pencil ; but, gracious 
heaven ! why fhould every periwig pated 
fellow, without countenance or character, 
infift on feeing his Chubby cheeks on 
canvas ? 

** Could you not give a little expref* 
** (ion to that countenance ?" faid a gentle- 
man to an eminent Engliih painter, who 
ihowed him a portrait which he had juft 
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§niil>^cl ^' I^ave.n]iiadath^:{ittdqiptatr^«t^/f 
replied the painter; ** but.^lvbat the^ pi^rc 
{^gaiDQ^ ii^^e^pife^op, ;it loft inlikmufs; 
" audi .bj^i:^. tltm- ih4re,,wa$ 3 little 
" codiqoon f(|i^e: <n thp ci9kinten9nce,rnof> 
^* bo4y: iinew for whcfnUiit was inundei 
^* I ws^s OibJig^d, therefore;* (to luakp ab 
f^ entire new pi^ure, with the face peer 
^' £^ly flike, apd pecfc^ly okeapir^iefsiy 9f 

** ypq fee it." ;/ 

, tet tjie col^i^rs fpr ewer remain, which 
record tJtie iaft fainting ^^fForts of Chatbam s 
Xh& eixpiripg triumph of Wolf; or the inde*^ 
cifion of Garrick, equally allured by the two 
contending Mufes ! But let thprfe periih an4 
fly from the canvas, which blind li^lf-lpv^ 
(preads for in(i[pidity. and uglin^fs (. Why 
(liould pofterity know< that the ttrilL genius 
of the age, and tJ¥)fe wbqfe peiiciU wen* 
form/edtQ fpes^c to the heart, and <]elineatc 
][>^at^(Hi^^ Nature^,, wefe.chiefly employed ill 
copying faces ? and many of them, faces (bst 
i}i)i(afe hi^nlanity fo ikbominably, thJ^t, to 
ufe Hamlets expr^ffion,- they f^m n»t the 
genjalne work of Nature, but «f Natttse'jt 
jqurijeymen. . - 
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'. -To this riditulott5 fiplflov^^, j^qMly pijc-r 
yalent smong tB/e gr«at^ viflgar) jux^ fmall, 
fome of the heft p^inier? ^n.^Jf^ai^Q^, Qfay 
mmy^- and Gre^t Briui^i .6^ ;o!>|igie(l (of 
their £ubfiA«n.<^, Tii'^ .^t]eat^ a fuffficioo, 
thit a taflc far d)j? r^lbi^ai^i^s of ^intifig, 
is not quite fo vnifefftl^ ^'^ a feniibility tQ 
their i6)i;viA peifonal beiaiai^^ an^Hsg tl;^ 
ijodiYiduais of tbefe couiuries. Atut -ip^hing 
tBA. h& a ftronger proof of the^ importpni 
If^rin ^hich ineo appestr^tn -thelf own eye^ 
and their fflBatt.importance in thofe of other^^ 
than the different treatineo^ w4ij|i;h ^he gene^ 
rality of portraits receive, during the life, 
and aftv..Jthe.jieatb, x^.tfe^ir. conftiiuents. 
During the firftof thefe periods, they inhabit 
the fined aportfnetHs ^i^^^ b^u(es to which 
they belong ; they are flattered by the guefts, 
and aWirays viewed with an eye of com- 
placency . by the J^mdlord. ,, 5ul, after 'tlie 
cotnoienccm^nt of the fecond, they begin 
to be negleiSficl ;. iu a fl^orli time are ignoi- 
awniou^jp^y thruft up.to.tFie garret; and, to 
j^ll up tbCrmi^ri^Je of rtheir .a5»<ftion, .they 
finally are thrown out of doo/s, in the mod 
}»rbarQus piannei:, without diflp^^iqn pf 
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rank, age, dr fex, l^hofe of former tiraef 
are fcaitercd, like Jews, with their long 
beards and brown complexions, all over the 
face of the earth : andj even of the prefent 
century, Barons of the mod ancient~^famities^ 
armed cap-a-pee, are to be purchafed for 
two or three ducats, in moft of the towns of 
<jerii^ny. French Marquiies^ hi full foils 
of embroidered velvet, may be had at Parts 
ftill cheaper : and many worfliipfui cWtzens 
of LondbA are to be feen dangling on th^ 
walls of an au<%ibn-room, when th^y axe 
ftarce cold in their graves. 



LETTER LII. 

«. 

Rome. : 

X HER£ are no theatrical entertainments 
permitted in this city, except during the 
Carnival ; but they are then attended with a 
degree of ardour unknown in capitals Whofc 
inhabitants are uvider no fuch reftraint. 
Eveiy kind of amufenient, indeed^ in this 
gay feafon, is followed with the ^ greateft' 



ttagertif fs. The natural gravity of the Romail 
citizens is changed into a mirthful vivacity ; 
and the ferious, fombre city of Rome 
exceeds Paris i tfelf in fprightliriefs and ganety. 
This fpirit feems gradually to, augment, from 
its commencement ; and is at its height in 
the laft week of the Cit which comprehend 
the Carnival. The citizens then appear in 
the ftreets, malkcd, in the charaAers of 
Harlequins, Pantaloons, Punchinellos, and 
all the fantaftic variety of a mafquerade* 
'This humour fprcads to men, women, and 
children ; defcends- to the loweft ranks, and 
becomes univerfal. Even thofe who put on 
no mafk, and have no defire to remain 
xmknown, rejedl their ufual clothes, and 
aflume fome whimflcal drefs. The coachmen, 
v^ho are placed in a more confpicuous point 
of view than others of the fame rank in lifet 
and wh<jare perfe£tly known by the carriages 
they drive, generally zSt& fome ridiculous 
difguife : many of them choofe a woman's 
^drefs, and have their faces painted, and 
adoriied with patches. However dull thefe 
fellows may be when in breeches, they 
are, in petticoats, confideredasthe pleafanteft 



• 
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men in the world ; and excite much laughter 
in every ftreet in which they appear. I 
obferved to an Italian qf my acquaintance^ 
thaty confidering the ftaienefs of the jok^» I 
was furpnled at the mirth it Teemed to raife^ 
** When a whole city," anfwered he, " ar^ 
^'. refolved ^o be merry for ii week togethe^f» 
f' it is exceedingly coi^venient to have a f<&w 
.^* eAabiiOied jokes ready made; the. young 
f^ laugh at the novelty, and the old from 
prefcription. This m^amorphoAs of th^ 
coachmen is certainly not the moft refine;^ 
^* kind of wit; however^ it is more harm^ 
I* lefs. than the burning of heretics, wbid| 
f\ formerly wa$ a gresit fource of amufer 
f/ ment to oqr popvilacf.'* 

The ftreet, ca^ed the Corfo, is tbegrc«t 
fcene of thefe m3fqMera4Qj. It is ^rowde^ 
ppfiry night with people of all condit»on&{ 
Thofe of rank come in coaches, or. in opea 
car^riages, m?4c on purpofe. A kind 0f 
^Ivil war is carried on by the comiKiny, af 
they pafs each other. The greateft mark 
.of 4ttentk>n you cai> (hew your friends and 
^cqtiaintaince is, to . throw a hand^ ci 
link white haUs, refen^ling Cugar plumba^ 



QtW Ah thcirifaccs; and if tl]idy ore n^^ 
deficiem in |>Qlitener$9. thjsy wilt inftaotl^ 
netirrn jrou the compliment* Ail wlitf^ wiil^ 
to make a figuno in the Corfe, come well 
fupplied in this luad of . afiiiiiuDiitioi^^ . 
. Spmetifnaes lwo,or.three.idpm) carriages) 
en 2i> (ids;, ivtfkb&re^of fix perfons* bf hi0^ 
iexes in iesichy draw. :. up ; opj^ofite tQ, each 
^ther, and %ht a pitched' hajttk* . On .ihel<| 
occalions, the combatants. ard^ provided With 
wbolc ^bagt > fail iS the fmall Ihot aUbve 
moniiiontd^.whiehvthey thfow.at ^ch-othef 
with mobh iappaiaent fury, till their amir 
«bQnltiqivis)e'khaiifl(edv anAftbejfitld Of hai^lf 
k ^s ' 'whiitc as : Ihaw. 

•'^ TJie^peituriar drefies of every, nation pf 
the g\ohty and of every profeffion, hefide$ 
ail the'fantaftic chara6kefs ufual at mafque^^ 
i^d^s, are to be feen on the Corfo. 'Thoic 
of Mari^quui and Pantaloon are ingrhK 
¥o^Q. amoiTg.'the mep. The eittzens' Wives 
ft^ d&i»ghter5' generally nfFoft.the pomp df 
^ome«r of qdality ; whiie their brothers, or 
6ther t>e)at4on«, appear at tram-bearers ai)d 
itU^ndam*. I« igeneral, they feem to delight 
inf^'«faii^6tef6:ite qiofl. icnoote ^ir^m ihelr 
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own. Young people aflume the long beard, 
tottering (lep, and bther concomitants of old 
age; the aged chqfe the bib and rattle of 
childhood; and die women ofqaality, and 
women of the town, appear. in.thechara£lers 
of country maidens, nuns, and veflal virgins. 
All ertde^our tofiipport theijorfiAjm^ cha-: 
ra&ers to the beft of their abiiitty.;. bat none 
in my of^inion fucGted fo. well as thofe who 
reprcfent children.* 

Towards the dulk of the evening, the 
borfe-race takes place. . As . faort as tbis^ is 
an^unced,' the cdacbes, cabriolets; .tri- 
limphai cars, andfcarriaget. -bf^evonytikind^ 
are drawn up, and line the flreet^ leaving a 
fpacein the middle for the .racers to i»(s. 
Thefe are five or fix horfes, traineil on pur- 
pofe for this dtverfion ; they are drawn op 
a-brea(l in the Piazza del Pbpoloi exsAly 
where the Corfo begins. Cert9in bal)$, 
with little {harp fpikes, are hiing along their 
iides, which ferve to fpur them on. ^ 
foan as they begin to run, tbofe animals, by . 
their impatience to be gone, fl»W that they 
underftand what is required of tbei|i» aod 
that they .take as much pleaiure as th^ fpec- 
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tators in the fport. A broad piece of 
canvas, fpread acrofs the entrance of the . 
ftreety prevents them from darting too foon : 
the'dropptng that canvas is the fignal for the 
race td begin. The horfes fly offtogethpr» 
and, without riders, exert themfelves to the 
utmoft ; impelled by emulation, the (houts 
of the populace, and thei fpurs above-men« 
tioned They run the whole length of the 
Corb^ and the proprietor of the n&or is 
rewarded by a certain quantity of fine fc^irlet 
or purple cloth, which is always furnifhed 
by the Jews. 

This diveriion, fuch as it is, feems highly 
entertaining to the Roman populace ; though 
it appears a mighty fooUfli bufinefs in the 
eyes of Engliihmen. An acquaintance of 
mine, who had entirely ruined a fine fortune 
at Newmarket, told me, that Italian horfe- 
races were the mod abfurd th^igs in the 
-world ; that there were not . a hundred 
guineas loft or won during a whole Car- 
nival ; and nothing could be a greater proof 
of the folly of the people, than their (pending 
iheir time in fuch a iilfy manner. 
. Maflwng andlfeftrfc-rape?^ ar;^. coj^fincdi ^ 



the laft eight days; bvFD there are theatrical 
entertainments, of various kinds, during the 
whole fix weeks of the Carnival. T^o Se- 
rious Opera is moil fireqisented by people of 
filfhion, who generally iaice boxe& for the 
\^hoti^ f^iifoh. The opera With which \hh 
theatre ojieried, Was received with the higheft 
^appTaiife, tho\3gh the mufic only was uewv 
The RalianS do not think it always nefceffary 
%o compofe'new trotds fbr wHat is. c^Ubd, .ii 
new ope^a ; they* <>f»n faiisfy tbeinfelves 
Hfirith new tnt/d^ tb the adFd&:ttig dlqtmas^ 
Metaflafio. The audience here* feeitl ,t6 
lend a nf^ire profbu^id and ccffnitrasdatcehtlon 
to the mufic, than at V^ntct. Hib is pra^ 
'bMj owing to the entertainment bfBiRg a 
greater rarity tli the one city than in: the 
'<Jthef ; f6r I eowld ][>ierceiVe that the/ people 
of fafliion, who came eve^y^night, be^n^ 
Wfiler th^ "bt^era had been ret^eaeed foveral 
•hightSjto «bat« <nth«h attention, to^rfeceive 
•vifitors in their boxct^ and to liHen only 
wheh ' fortifc favdw'ite ' airs wcrb fining : 
Vhei»eas Ae attdibnee infhe pit xintfwJmly 
preferve the tiioft' »pif rtt<ft 'Itfenco, which* i 
^nly illteit(}|ifeJ^'by**-^ife.. n}|irAI«irs. of 



pleafure from a few individuals, or an uni- 
verfal burft of applaofe from the whole 
aflembly, I never faw (uch genuine ttiarkj 
of farisfaftion difplayed by any affemhly, on 
any occafion whatever. The fenfibilit/ of 
fo'meofthe atidiefiee gaVfe mean idea of the 
power bf founds, which the dulnefs of m^ 
oWh auditfifry ftftfVcs Could never have Conl 
veyed to my mind. At certain airs, fileiit 
finjoyihcfit was cxprclTed in every counte- 
nande ; at others, the hands were clafped 
together, the eyes half Ihut, and the breath 
AraWri ih with- a prolonged ligh, a$ if the 
foul w«rc expiring in a torrent of delight, 
Oite yodfig woman, ih the pit, called out, 
'* O Dio, dove fono ; chc placer via caccid 
.« rdma?*'* 

Oh the firft night 6f the tfper^^ after one 
of thiifd fevotTHte 'aii^,'art univerfal flibut of 
Itpplaufe xcKik place, ftitcrminglcd with dei. 
IWsiifdiSi th« the cotiitjofef 6f the mufid 
fli^U^i) Appear. II Macftr^) I il Maeftfo \ 
ffef^iuffded from evert eortter of the hbufe'. 
He was prefent, and led thebartd of muficj 

* O God, where am 1 1 what, pleasure ravishes my 

soul; -  « ' ' * - 
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he was obliged to ftand upon the benchp, 
where he continued, bowing to the fpec- 
tatorsy till they were tired of aplauding 
him. One perfon, in the middle of the 
pit» whom I had remarl^ed difplaying great 
iigns of fatisfa&ion from the beginntng 
of the performance, cried out, ^' He defer ves 
*^ to be made chief mufician to the Virgin^ 
*^ and to lead a choir of angels!" This 
expreffion would be thought ftrong, in any 
country; but it has peculiar energy here, 
where it is a popular opinion, that the Virgin 
Mary is very fond, and an excellent judge^ 
of mudc I received this information on 
Chriftmas morning, when I was looking at 
two poor Calabrian pipers doing their utmoll 
to pleafe her, and the infant in her arms. 
They played, for a full hour to one of her 
images which (lands at the corner of a ftreet. 
All the other ftatues of the Virgin, which 
are placed in the ftreets, are ferenaded in the 
fame manner every Chriftinas morning*. 
On my enquiring into the meaning of that 
ceremony, I was told the above-mentioned 
circumftanceof her charaAer, which, though 
you may have always thought hijghly pro« 

bablei 



bable, perhaps, you never before knew for 
certain. My informer was a pilgrim, who 
flood liftening with great devotion to the 
pipers. He told me, at the feme time; that 
the Virginls tafte was too refined to have 
much fetisfafikion in the performance of 
thofc poor XlJalabrians, which was chiefly 
intended for the Infant ; and he defired me 
to remark, thet- the tulies were plain, 
limple, and fuch as might naturally be 
fuppofed agreeable to the 'ear of achHdbf 
his time of life. 

Though the ferious opera is in higheft 
eftimatlon, and more regularly attended by 
people of the firft fafliion; yet fhe opera 
buffas, or burlettas, are not entirely neg- 
lefted, even by them, and are crowded, 
every night, by the middle and lower dafles. 
Some admired fingers have performed thei'e 
during the Carnival, and the mufical cdm- 
pofers have rendered them highly pleafing to 
the gienerai tafte. 

The ferious andburlefque operas .prevail 
iijfinitely .over the other theatrical enter- 
tainments at Rome, in fpite of the upited 

-vox, .II. D 
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cfForts of Harlequin, Pantaloon, and Puncfai- 
nello. 

The prohibition of female performers 
renders the amufement of the Roman 
theatre very infipid, in the opinion of fome 
unrefined Englifhmen of your acquaintsUice 
who are here. In my own poor opinion^ 
the natural fweetnefs of the female voice is 
ill fupplied by the artificial trills of wretched 
caflratos ; and the awkward agility of robufl 
Uniewy feltows drefied in women's clothes, is 
a moft deplorable fubftitution for the graceful 
movements of elegant female dancers. Is not 
the horrid pradlice which is encouraged by 
this manner of fupplying the place of female 
finger^, a greater outrage on religion and 
morality, than can be produced by the 
evils which their prohibition is intended to 
prevent ? Is it poffible to believe, that 
purity of fentiment will be preferved by 
producing eunuchs on the ftage? I fhould 
fear it would liave a different cffedl. At 
the funeral of Juqia, the wife of Caflius 
and fifter of Brutus, the ftatues of all the 
great perfons conne6xed with her family 
by blood or alliance, were carried in pro- 
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ceffion, except thofe of her brother and 
huiband. This defUleney ftruck the people 
more than any part of the procelGony and 
brought the two illuftrious Rojmans into 
tlieir minds, with more force than if their 
.ftatues had been carried with the others.--* 
'' Praefnlgebant Caffius atqaeBrutas^'' fays 
Tacitusy " eo ipfo, quod effigies eorum non- 
" vifebantur,"* 



LETTER LIII. 

ICaples^; 

_X TAKE the firft opportunity of infonning 
you of our arrival in this city. Some of 
the principal objefts which occured on the 
road, with the fentiments they fuggefted 
to my mind, (hail form the fabjeft of this 
letter. 

^ T)i« memorjr of CaMitts and Bnitits made «i 
deeper impressioa on the spectators, on this rerj 
account, that their statues were not seen in the pro<* 
cessiout 
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It is almoft impoflible to go out of the 
walls of Rome, without being impreflecl 
with melancholic ideas. Having left th:^ 
city by St. John dc Lateran's gate, we foon 
entered a fpaci'ous plain,' and drove for feveral 
sniies in fight of fepulchral monuments and 
the ruins of ancient aquedudls. Sixtus the 
•Fifth repaired one of them, to bring v^rater 
into that part of Rome where Dioclefiah's 
baths formerly flood : this water is now 
jcalled aym felicey from Felix, the name of 
that ponxiff, while he. was only a Cordelier, 
JEIaving changed horfes at the Torre de Mez- 
fzo Via, >fo cpUed froip an ojd Tower near 
the poft-houfe, we proceeded through a fi- 
lept, deferted, unwholefome country. We 
fcaro^ fnet a paflepger between Rome and 
Marino, a little town about twelve miles 
from the former, which has its nanie from 
Caius MariuSy who had a villa there ; it 
now belongs to the Colonna family. While 
frefti horfes were harhefling, we vilited two 
churches, to fee two pidtures which we had" 
heard commended ; the fubjeS: of on^, is as 
difagreeable as that of the other is diflRcuk t6 
f xecute. The connoiiTeur who dire£ted us 
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torthefe pieces^ told me, that the firft, the 
&ying of St. Bartholomew, by Gucrcino,. 
is in a great ftyle, finely CQldttfed, and the 
mu(cles convulfed witlyrpain in the fweeteft 
manner imaginable ; he could have gazed 
at it for ever. ** As for the other,'* added 
he, *• which repre(ents the Trinity, it is 
ff natUFal, well grouped, and eaiily under'*. 
^' flood; and that is all that can be faid 
" for it." 

. From Marino, the road runs for fcveral 
miles over craggy mountains. In afcending 
Mons Albanus, we were charmed with a 
fine view 0f the country towards the fea y 
Oftia, Antium, the lake Albano, and the 
fields adjacent. The form and component 
patts t)f thi$ mountain plainly ffaew, that it 
has formerly been a volcano. The lake of 
N^mi, which we left to the rights feemsi 
like that of Albano, to have been formed in 
th^ cavity of a crater. 

; We came next to Veletri, an inconfi- 
derable town, fituated on a hill. , There is 
one , palace here, with fpacious gardens, 
which, vvhcn kept in Repair, may have been 
oiagnificent. The ftair-cafc, they affurcd 
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US, is ftill worthy, of admiration. The in- 
habitants of Veletri afiert, that Auguftas 
was born there. Suetonius fays, he was 
born at Rome. It is certainly of no im- 
portance where he was born. Perhaps it 
would have been better for Rome, and for 
the worid in general, that he never had been 
bora at all. The VeJetrians are fo fond of' 
emperors, that they claim, a connection even 
with Tiberius and Caligula, who had vilias* 
in their neighboathood. The ruins of 
Otho's palace are ftill to be feen about 2m 
mile from this city, at a place called Colle 
Ottone. Of thofe four emperors, the hft 
mentioned was by much the beft worth th^e 
claiming a& a country maii^ As for Caligula, 
he was a mifchiev6^a inadmam Tiberius 
feems to have been borrt with wicked difpo- 
Htions, ^^diich he improved by art. Auguf- 
tus was naturally wicked, and artificially vir- 
tuous ; and Otho feems to have been exa6kly 
the reverfe. Though educated m the moft. 
vicious of courts, and the favourite and 
companion of Nero-, he ftill preferved, in 
feme degree, the original excellence of his 
cliara6ler ; and^t his- death; difplayed a mag;. 
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nanimity of femioient, and noblcnds of 
condudty of which the highly flattered Au- 
gttitus was never capable. '* Alii diutius 
•^ imperium tenuerint," fays Tacitus ; ** ne- 
** mo tarn fortiter rcliquerit." * Con- 
vinced that, if he continued the conteft with 
VitellittS, all the horrors of a civil war would' 
6e prolonged) he determined to facn£ce his 
life to the quiet of his country* and to \ht 
fafety of his friendi.t ** To involve yoa 
<' in freih calamities/' faid this generous 
prince to the officers Vfho offered ftill to 
Ibpport his caufe, *^ is purchafing life at a 
^* price beyond what, in my opinion, is irs 
^* value. Shall Roman armies be led againd 
^ each other, and the Roman youth be cx« 



* Many hare held the esbpire longer j none ever 
relinquished it from more generoas motives. 

-f Hanc animomj hanc virtntem vestram, ultra 
periculis objicere, nimis grande Titae men pretium 
puto. An ego tantum Komonae pubis, tot egregios 
txercitus^ sternixursus etrepublic^ eripi pauar?.£ste 
saperstiteSy nee diu moremur j ego incolumiuitem,. 
veatram, vos constantiam meam. De nemine qaeror, 
aam incusare deps vel homines, ejus est, qui vivere 
TPlit. Tacit. Hist, lib. ii. 
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*' cited to. mutual flaughter, on my ac* 
** count ? No ! for your- fafety, and' to 
** prevent fuch evils, I die contented. Let 
me be no impediment to ypur treating 
with the enemy; nor do you any lon« 
ger oppofe my fixed refolution. I com- 
plain not of my fate, nor do I accufe 
any body. To arraign the conduA of 
gods or men, is natural to thofe only wha 
" wifh to live/' 

Though they are not to be compared ia 
other refpefts, yet the J^ath of Otho may 
vie with that of Cato; and is one of the 
ftrongeft inllancts to be found in hiftory, 
that :i, life of efEsminacy and voluptuoufnefs 
does not always eradicate the feeds of virtue 
and benevolence. 

• In the middle of the fquare of Veletrii 
is a bronze ftatue of Urban the Eighth. 
I think they told us it is the workmanfliip 
of Bernini. 

Defcending from that town by a rough 
road, bordered by vineyards and fruit trees, 
We traverfed an unfalubrious plain to Ser- 
monetta ; between which, and the poft- 
houfe^ called Cafa Nuova^ a little to the 
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left of the highway, are fome vaults and 
rotns, not greatly worthy of the notice of 
the mere antiquarian. Yet pafiengers of a 
lingular cad of mind, who feel themfelves 
as much interefled in the tranfaiSlions re- 
corded in the New Teftament, as men of 
tafte are in paintings or heathen antiquities, 
flop a little here to contemplate the Tres 
Taberna^ which are fald to be the Three 
Taverns mentioned in the A£ls of the 
Apoftles, where the Chriftian brethren from 
Rome came to meet St. Paul, when he 
was on his journey, to that city. I have 
feen, however, fome Chriftian travellers, 
who, without being connoifleurs, were of 
opinion, that old ruined houfes derived 
little value from the circumftance above 
mentioned, and who preferred a good mo-, 
dern inn to all the antiquities, facred or 
profane, that they met with on their grand 
tours. Without prefuming to blame any 
fct of men for tlicir particular tafte, I juay 
venture to fay, that a traveller, who loves 
always to fee a well- peopled and well- 
cultivated country, who infifts on good 
eating every day, and a neat comfortable bed 

c * 
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every night, would judge very wifely in 
never travelling out of England. — I am 
certain be ought not to travel between 
Rome and Naples ; for on this road, efpe^ 
daily the part which runs through the 
Ecclefiaftical State, the traveller's chief en- 
tertainment mud arife fronEi a lefs fubftantiai 

m 

foundation ; from the ideas formed in the 
mind, at fight of places celebrated by favoa* 
rite authors } from a recoile^ion of the 
important fcenes which have been z6kcd 
there ; and even fr-om the thought of trea- 
ding the fame ground, and viewing the 
ftme objefts, with certain perfons who lived 
there fifteen hundred or two thoufand years 
ago* Strangers^ therefore, who come under 
the firft defcription, whofe fenfes are far 
more powerful than their fancy, when they 
are fo ill advifed as to come fo far from 
home, generally make this journey in very 
ill humour, fretting at Italian beds, fuming 
a^ainfli Italian cooks, and execrating every 
poor little. Italian flea that they meet with 
on the road. But he who can put up with 
indifferent fare cheerfully, whofe ferenity of 
temper remains unihakcn by the afTaults 
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of a iiea» and who can dravr aitiufeinent 
from the itnres of memory and imagination, 
will iind the powers of both wonderfully 
excited during this journey. Sacred hidory 
unites with profane, truth confpires with 
fable, to afford him enter tainrnpnt^ and 
render every objed\ mterefting. 

Proxioia Circeae raduntur littoia terrae.* 

Driving along this road, you have a fine 
view of Monte Cifcello, and 

the iEaean bay, * 
Where Circe dwelt, the dau^ter of the Day;« 
Goddefis and queen, toAvhom the powers bdotig 
Of dreadful magic, and commanding fong. 

This abode of the enchantrefs Circe has been 
generally defcribed as an illand ; whereas it 
i«, in reality, a promontory, united to tlic 
continent by a heck pf lanJ. The^' ad- 
ventures of Ulyfles and his companions at 
this place, with all the extraordinary things 
which Homer has recoided of Circe, muft 
ferve to amufe vou between Cafa Ngova 
and Piperno ; the road affords no other. 
At Piperno, anciently Privernum, you , 

* * • . 

* Now by ricb Circ«*$ coast thej bend ibcir way* " 
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quit Circe, for Virgil's Cami,lla, a lady of a 
very different charafker, whofe native city 

this' is.* 

Near to Piperno, an abbey, called FofFa 
Nqova, is fituated on the ruins of the little 
town of Forum Appii, the fame of which •< 
mention is made in the A£ks of the Apoftles, 
nnd by Horace, in bis account of his journey 
to Brundufium : ^ 

— — Inde Forum Appl 
Differtum neutis, cauponibus afque malignis.f 

^ Ho8 sHper advenit Volscft de gente Camiilar, 
Agm^n ageas eqttitum et florentes eere catenras.^ 
Bcllatiix: Non ilia colo calatbisTe Minerrse 
Foemineas a.8saeta manaa ; sed prselia virgo 
Dura pati, cursaque pddnm praevertere Tentos. 

^N£iD. lib. vii. 
Last with her martial troops, all sheathed in brass^ 
Cainilla came, a qaeen of Yolscian race ; 
Nor were the web or loom the virgin's care, 
Bat a:rms and coursers, and the' toils of' war. 
She led the rapid race> and left behind 
The flagging floods, and pinions of the wind : 
, Lightly she flies along the lerel plain. . 
Nor hurts the tender grass, nor bends the golden graiit: 

Pitt. 
t To Fornm- Appii thenofe we steer, a place 
StufiTd with rank boatmen; a,od with vintners base, 
* ' Francis. 
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The abbey of Foffa Nuova is faid to have 

made a very valuable aqquifition of late, no 

lefs than the head of St. Thomas Aquinas. 

We are told, in the memoirs of that Saint, 

that he vv'a's taken ill as he paffed this way, 

and was carried to this convent, where he 

died. His body was afterward required by 

the king of France, and ordered to be carried 

to Touioofe ; but before the remains of 

this holy perfon were removed from the 

convent, one of the monks, unwilling to 

allow the whole of fuch a precious depofit 

to be carried away, determined to retain 

the mod valuable part, and a£iuQlly cut 

off the faint*s head, fubftituting another in 

ks ftead, which was carried to Touloufe, 

very nicely (litched to the body of the faint* 

The monk, who was guilty of this pious 

fraud, hid the true head in the wall of the 

convent, and died without revealing the fecret 

to any mortal. From that time the fuppo- 

fititious head remained unfufpecSed at Thou- 

loufe ; but as impodures are generally de- 

tedicd fopner or. later, the venerable brethren 

of Fofla Nuova ( this happened much about 

the time that the Cock-Ian^ ghofl made 



* • 



%6 VIEW OF SOCIETY AKD 

fuch a noife in London ) were diQurbed 
With ftrange knockings and fcratchings at a 
particular part of the wall. — On this noife 
being frequently repeated without any vifible 
agent, and the people of the neighbourhood 
having been often aflembled to bear ir, 
the monks at length agreed to pull down 
part of the wall at 'the place where the 
fcratcbing and knocking were always heard. 
This was no fooner done than the true 
head of St. Thomas Aquinas was found 
as frefli as the day it was cut off; — on 
the veflel in which it was contained was 
the following infcription : 

Caput divi Thomae Aquinatis.* 

And near it a paper, containing a faithful 
narrative of the whole tranfa<aion, figncd 
by the monk who did the deed. 

Some people, not making a proper al~ 
lowance for the diference between a faint's' 
head and their own, fey, this cannot pof- 
fibly be the head of Thomas Aquinas, 
which muft have putrified fomc centuries 

* The head of Thomas Ac|uina>. 
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ago ; they fay, the paper is written in a 
charafler by much too modern ; they fay, 
the monks contrived the whole affair to 
give an importance to their convent *, they 
fay — but what fignlfies what they fay? In 
this age' of incredulity, fome people will 
fay any thing. We next came to ,Ter- 
ractna, and here I mud finifh my letter ; in 
my next I fhall carry you to Naples. 
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Naples. 

X £jLRACiNAt formerly called Anxar, was 
the capital of the warlike Volfci.* The 
principal church was originally a temple of 
Jupiter, who was fuppofed to have a par- 
tiality for this town, and the country round 

* Anxar fait quae nano Terracinae sunt ; orbs 
pTona in palndii* Tit. Lir. lib.. i\:. 
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it. ' Virgil calls him Jupiter Anxurus. 
Enumerating the troops who came to fup- 
port the caufe of Turnus, he mentions 
thofe who plough the Rutulian hills : 

Circeumque jugum ; queis Jupiter Anxurus 

arvis 
FrasHdet, et viridi gaudens Feronia luco : 
Qna faturaejacetatra palus, etc.* 

Near this place we fell in again with the 
Appian Way, and beheld with aftonifh- 
ment the depth of rock that has here been 
cut, to render it more convenient for paf- 
fengers. This famous road isa paved caufe- 
way, begun in the year of Rome 441, by 
Appius Claudius Cdecus the Cenfor, and 

T^ • carried all the way from Rome to Capua. 

' It would be fuperfluous to infift on the 

fubftahtial manner in which it has been- 
originally made, fmce it dill remains in 
many places. Though travellers are now 
obliged to make a circuit by Cafa Nuova 

^ And the steep hills of Circe stretcli aroand, 
where fair If eronia boasts her stately grove. 
And Anxur glories in her gnardian JoVe j 
Where stands the Pontine lake;—— Pitt. 
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and Pipefrno, the Via Appia was originally 
made in a ftraight line thrcAigh the Palude 
Pontine, or Palus Pomptina, as that vaft 
nnarni was anciently called : It is the Ater 
Palus above mcntionedi In the lines quoted 
from Virgil. That part of the Appian road 
is now quite impaflable^ from the augment* 
tatton of this noxious marfh, whofe exhala- 
tions are difagreeable to paflengers, and near 
which it is dangerous to ileep a fingle night. 
Keyfler and fome others fay, that Appius 
made this road at his own expence. . I 
do not know on what authority they make 
this aflertion ; but, whatever their authority 
msiy be, the thing is incredible. Could a 
Roman citizen, at ^ period when the inha^ 
bitants of Rome were not,rich# bear an tx^ 
pence which we are furprifed that even the 
State itfelf could fupport ? Though this fa«* 
mous road has received its name from Ap- 
pius, I can hardly imagine it was completed 
by him. The diftance from Rome to Ca- 
pua is above one hundred and thirty miles \ 
a prodigioxis length for fuch a road as this 
to have been made, during the fliort courfe 
of one Cenforihip \ for a man could be Cen<v 
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for only once in his life. This was an of^ 
fice of very great dignity ; no perfon could 
enjoy it till he had previoufly been Conful. 
It was orrginally held for five years ; but, a 
hundred years before the time of Appius, 
the term was abridged to eighteen months. 
He, however; who, as Livy tells us, pof- 
feffed all the pride and obftinacy of his 
family, refufed to quit the Cenforfhip at 
the end of that perrod ; and in fpitc of all 
the efforts of the Tribunes, continued three 
years and a half beyond the term to which 
the o£Ece had been reftridled by the ^mi- 
lian law. But even five years is a very (hort 
time for fo great a work ; yet this was not the 
only work he carried on durmg his Ccn- 
forfliip. " Viam munivit, '* fays the Hif- 
torian, " et aquam in urbem, duxit." The 
Appian road was carried on, afterwards, from 
Capua to Brundufjum, and was probably 
completed fo far in the time of Horace ; a* 
appears by this verfe, in one of his Epidies 
^rddrefTed to Lollius : 

Brundufium Numici melius via ducat, an Appi?* 

* Whether is it best to go by the Numiciaa 
Appiaa way to Brundusium ? • 



Terracina is the Isift town pf the Eccie- 
(lafttcal, and Fundi the firft of the Neapo- 
litan dominions. This laft town (lands on 
a plain, fheltered by hills, which is feldom 
the cafe with Itahan towns : it probably de- 
rives its name from its fituation. There is 
nothing very attractive in this place now, 
more than in Horace's time ; fo we left it 
as willingly as he did : 

Fundos Aufidlo Lufco Praetore iibentcr 
Linquimus. * 

Continuing oar route^ partly on the Ap«^ 
pian way^ we came tx> Mota di Gaeta, a town 
buiic on the ruins of the ancient Formtae. 
Horace compliments i£lius Lamia, on his 
being defcended from the firft founder of 
this city : 

AuAore ab illo ducis originem, 
Qui Formiarum moenia didiur, 
« Princeps.f 

'^ We willingly Uav* Fandij wber^}^ AuilUiuy 
Lascns is chief magistrate. 

f From whom the illustrious race arose, 
^ Who first possessed the Formian towers. 

FaAKcxa, 
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The fame Poet puts the wine, made frdm 
the grapes of the Formi!&n hills, on a footing 
with the Falernian : 

— Mea nee FakrnaB 
Tempcrant vites, neque Formiani 
PoCuIa colics.* 

Cicero had a villa near this place ; and it 
was on this coaft where that great oratoF 
was murdered^ in his litter, as he was endea- 
vouring to make his efcape to Greece. The 
fortrefs of Gaeta is built on a promontory, 
about three miles from Mola ; but travellers, 
who have the curiofity to go to the former,.' 
generally crofs the gulf between the two ^ 
and immediately, as the moft remarkable 
thing in the place, they are fhewn a great 
cleft in a rock, and informed that it was mi« 
raculouily fplit in this manner at the death 
of our Saviour. To put this beyond doubt, 
they fhew, at the fame time, fomething lik? 
the impreffion of a man's hand on the, rock, 
of which the following account is given : A 

* My cups are neitl^er enrlclied with the joice of 
the Falernian grapes^ nor that of Uiose from tkft 
Fonnian hillt. 



certain perfoh having been told on what 
occaiion the rent took place, flruck the 
palm of bis h^d on the marble, declaring 
lie could no . more believe their fiory, than 
that his hand would leave its ftamp on 
•the rock ; on which, to the terror and 
.confuiion of this infidel, the ^one yielded 
like wax, and the ioipreffion remains till 
.this day. 

Nothing is fo injurious to the caufe of 
truth, as attempts, to fupport it by fidion. 
Many, eyidencesof the juftnefs of this obfer- 
vation occur in the ^ourfe of a tour through 
Italy. ' That mountains were rent at the 
jdeath of our Saviour, we know from the 
New Teftament ; but as none of them arc 
there, particularized, it is prefumptupus in 
others to imagine they can point out what 
the Evangelifts have thought proper to 
conceal^ 

This rock however is much reforted to 
by pilgrims ; and the Tartanes, and other 
veflejs, often touch there, that the (eamen 
may be provided with little pieces of marble, 
which they earrieftly re'queft may be taken 
A^ near the fiffure as poiSible, Thefe they 
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wear conftantly in their pockets, in cafe of 
ihipwreck, from a perfuaiion, that they are 
a more certain prefervative from drowning^ 
than a cork jacket. Some of theie^ipoor 
people have the misfortune to be drowned, 
notwithftanJing : but the facred marble lofes 
none of its reputation on that account. 
Such accidents are always imputed to the 
weight of the unfortunate perfon's fins, 
which have funk hina to the bottom, in 
fpite of all the efforts of the marble to 
keep him above water; and it is allowed 
on all hands, that a mail fo opprefled with 
iniquity, as to be drowned with a piece 
of this marble in his pocket, would have 
funk much fooner, if inftead of that, he 
had had nothing to keep him up but a cork 
jacket. ' > 

Strangers are ,liext led to the Caftle, and 
are fhevsrn, with fome other curiofities, the 
fkeleton of the famous Bourbon, conftabic 
of France, who was killed in the fervice of 
the emperor Charles the Fifth, as he fcalcd 
the waljs of Rome. 

It is remarkable that France, a natioa 
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which values itfelf fo much on an afie£tionate 
attachment to its princes, and places loyalty 
at the head of the virtues, fhould have pro- 
duced) in the courfe of the two Ie(ft centu- 
ries, fo many illufirioDS rebels ; Bourbon, 
Coligni, Guife, Turenne^ and the Cohd^s; 
all of them were, at fome period of their 
lives, in arms againft their fovereign. 

That it is the duty of fubjedls to pre- 
ferve their allegiance, however unjuftly 
and tyrannically their prince may condufl 
himfelf, is one of the mod debafing and 
al^furd do:6lrines that ever was obtruded on 
the underftanding of mankind. When 
Francis forgot the fervices which the gal- 
lant Bourbon had rendered him at Mirig- 
nan ; when, by repeated a£ts of oppreifion^ 
he forgot the duty of a king ; Bourbon 
fpumed at his allegiance.^ as a fubje£l. *Th€ 
Spaniih nobleman, who decbred that he 
would pull down his boufe, if Bourbon 
ihould !9e allowed to \o4gc in it, either 
never had heard of thq injiiripus treatment 
which that gallant foldicr had received, or 
he betrayed tlie fentiments of a flave, and 
meant to infmuate his own implicit loyalty 
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to the Emperor. Mankind in general have 
a partiality for princes. The fenfes are 
impofed on by the fplendour which fur- 
rounds them ; and the refpedl due to the 
office of a king, is naturally converted into 
an afFcflion for his perfon : there muft 
therefore be fomething highly unpopular 
in the chara;fler of the monarch, and highly 
opprcffive in the meafures of government, 
before people can be excited to rebellion, 
Subje£ts feldom .rife through a defire of at- 
tacfking, but rather from an impatience of 
fu£Fering. Where men are under the yoke 
of feudal lords, v^ho can force them to fight 
in any caufe, it may be otherwife ; but when 
general difcontent pervades a free people, 
and when, in confequence of -this, they take 
arms againd their prince, they muft have 
juftice on their fide. The higheft compli- 
ment which fubje£ts can pay, and the bed 
fer vice they can render, to a good prince, is 
to behave in fuch a manner, as to* convince 
him that they would rebel againft a bad 
one. 
from Mola we were condudled by the 

Appiaa 
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Appian way, over the fertile fields waihed 
by the {ilent Liris : 

«— Rura quae Liris quieta 
Mordet aqua, tacitumus amnis.* 

This river bounded Latiqm. On its banks 
are ftill leen fome ruins of the ancient 
Minturnae. After Manlius Torquatus, in 
what fome will call a phrenzy of virtue, 
had offered up his fon as a facrifice to mi- 
litary difcipline ; and his colleague Decius^ 
immediately after 9 devoted himfelf in a 
battle againft the Latins ; the broken army 
of that people aflembled at Minturnae^ and 
was a fecond time defeated by Manlius, and 
their lands divided by the fenate among the 
citizens of Rome. The firft battle was 
fought near Mount Vefuvi us, and the fecond 
between Sinuefla and Minturnae. Iti the 
morafles of Minturnas, Caius Marius, in 
the feventieth year of his age', was taken^ 
and brought a prifoner to that city, whofe 
magiftrates ordered an aflaffin to put him 

¥ 'Tjjg rich fields that Lim laves. 

Where silent roU his deep'aing wares. 

FJELANCIS. 
VOL. IL £ 
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lb deatii, whom the fierce veteran di£irmed 
wkh a look. What mortal, fays Juvenal, 
would hr^ve been thought more fortunate 
than Marius, had he b^eaihed out his afpir* 
ing foul, furrounded by the captives he had 
made, his vidlorious troops, and all the 
pomp of war, as he defcended from his 
Teutonic chariot^ rafter his tiiumph ovfir 
the Cimbri ? 

Qyid illo cive tuliffct 
Natura in terris, quid F^oma beatius unquatn i 
Si circumdu6lo captivorum agmine^ et omni 
Bellorum pompft, animam exbal^ffet opimam, 
|Cum de Teutonico ycilet defeendere curni. 

Sevpx?il writers^ in theif remarks on 
Italy, ohCtrve that it was on the banks oif 
theLtris that f yrrhus gained his dear^bougt^ 
yi{l9fy over the JRomans. They have falle^ 
^to this miftaJke, by confounding the Liris 
with the Siris^ a rivc^ in Magna Graecia^ 
near Heraclea; in the ;neighbaurhood of 
^hich Pyrrhus defeated tl>e Romans by the 
means of his elephants. 

Les^viag Garil?^nq, which k the modern 
name of the Liris, we pals tbe rifing 
ground where the ancient Sinueffa jyas 



Situated; the city where Horace met hjs 
ffrieads Plotitis, Varius, and Virgil. The 
friendly glow with which this a<kttirai|4e 
{Mttfiter has adorned their cba racers, conv^s 
an amiable Uea of his own : 



.Anima, quales ncque candidiores 



Terra tulit ; neque queis me fit devihftior alter; 
O9 qui complexus et gaudia quanta fuerunt ! 
JSil ego coatulerim jucundo faous amico.^ 

Do you not fhare in the happinefs of fuch 
a company ? And are you not rejoiced 
•that they happened to meet near .the Ager 
..FaUm»i« where they could have the \k& 
Maffic and Falernian wines? 

New Capua, through which the road froiji 
'JRome !• N^es Ues, is.a fi^all town of no 
Aioportance. The ancient cily of that iiame 
wras fituated two miles diftant from the new* 
The ruins of the amphitheatre, whicti are 

'^ FUre 9fclta tkese ; the world no .purer knows ; 
For none my keart with such aiFection glows. 
How oft did we embrace ! our joys how great I 
Is there a fokssing, in the power of fate. 
To be compared, in sanity of mind, 
Td jBrkaAs .0£«B6h4:oflifttiiUPeaMe hiftd ? 
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ftill to be feen, give feme- idea of the 
ancient grandeur of that city. Before the 
amphitheatre of Vefpafian was buih, there 
i¥as none in Rome of equal ilze with 
this. Old Capua is faid, at one period^ to 
have vied in magnificence with Rome and 
Carthage: 

Altera di^ta oHm Carthago, atque altera Roma, 
Nunc proflrata jacet, proprioque fepulta fc- 
pulchro#* 

The army of Hannibal is faid to have 
been conquered by the luxuries of this 
place ; but the judicious Montefquieu 
obfervesy that the Carthaginian army, 
enriched by fo many vi£tories, would 
have found a Capua wherever they had 
gone. Whether Capua brought on the 
ruin of Hannibal or not, there can be 
no doubt that Hannibal occafioned the 
ruin of Capua. 

Having broken their conne<^ion with 
Rome, and formed an alliance with her 
enemy, the Capuans were, in the courfe of 

* Formerly called another Carthage, or another 
Eome 5 it now lies buried in ix» own ruins. 
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the war, befieged by the Confuls Fulfius 
and Appius. Hannibal exerted all his vaft 
abilities for the relief of bis new friends; 
but was not able to bring the Roman army 
to a battle, or to ratfe the fiege. When every 
other expedient had . feiied, he marched 
diredly to Rome, in the hopes 6f drawing 
the Roman army after him to defend the 
capital. A number of alarming events con* 
fpired, at this time, to deprefs the fpirit 
of the Roman Senate. The Proconful 
Sempronius Gracchus, who commanded 
an army, in Lucania, had fallen into an 
ambufcade, and was mafiacred. The two' 
gallant brothers, the Scipios, who were their, 
generals in Spain, had been defeated and . 
killed; and Hannibal was at their gates. 
How did the Senate behave at this crifis ? 
Did they fpend their time in idle harangues 
and mutual accufations ? Did they throw 
out refleAions againft thofe fenators who 
were againft entering into a treaty with 
the Carthaginians till their army (hould be 
withdrawn from Italy ? Did they recal 
their army from. Capua ? Did they Ihew 
any mark of defpondence? In this ftatc 
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i>f aiFdJrs, tiie Roman Senate fent orders to>= 
Appiusto continue the fiege of Capua ; they 
crdered a reinforcement to their army in 
Spain ; the troops for that fervice marching 
out at one gate of Rome, while Hannlbil 
threatened to enter by ftorm at another. 
How eoold iocb a people fail to become the 
maften ef the world .^ 

The conntry between Capua and Naples* 
difplays a varied fcene- of lavifh fertility, 
and with great propriety might be named 
Campania Felix, if the richeftand moll 
generous foil, with the mildeft and moft 
agreeable climate, were fufficient to render 
tlie inhabitants of a cooiatry happy. 



LETTER L V. 

X HE day after our arrival at this place, 
we waited on Sir William Hamilton, his 
Maje(ly*s minifter at this court. He had 



gboe tftrly that morning on a banttog pmXf 
with the King ; but the Portagaefe am^ 
haSaiBDry at Lady Hamthon's defire, un« 
dertcmk to accompany the Duke on the 
ufiaal round of vifits ; Sur WUliam wSia not 
expeAed to return for feveral days, and the 
Jjiwft of etiquette do not allow that important 
tour to be delayed fo long* As we have 
lieen continually driving about ever fince 
our arrival, I am silreody pretty well 9C« 
if uainted with this town» and the environs. 

Naples was founded by the Greeksj The 
charming fituatibn they have chofen, is one 
proof, among thouf^nds, of the fine tafte of 
that ingenious people. 

The bay is about thirty miles in circuni- 
ference, and twelve in diameter ; it has 
been named Crater, fi'om its fuppofed re- 
femblance to a bowl. This bowl is or- 
namented with the mod beautiful foliage, 
with vines ; with olive, mulberry, and 
orange trees ; with hills, dales, towns, villas, 
and villages. 

At the bottom of the bay of Naples, 
the town is built in the form of a vaft 
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amphitheatre, floping from the Hilk towards 
the fea. 

If from the town you turn your eyes to 
the eafl:, you fee the rich plains leading 
to mount VefuviuSy and Portici. If yoa 
look to the weft, you have the Grotto of 
Panfilippo, the mountain on which Virgirs 
tomb. is pJacedy and the fields leading to 
Puzzoli and the coaft of Baia. On the north, 
are the ferule hills, gradually riiing from 
the ftiore to the Campagna Felice. On the 
fouth, is the bay, confined by the two pro- 
montories of Mifenum and Minerva, the 
view being terminated by the lilands Pro- 
cida, Ifchia, and Caprea ; and as you afcend 
to the caftle of St. Elmo, you have all thefe 
objefts under your eye. at once, with the 
addition of a great part of the Campagna. 

Independent of its happy fituation, Naples 
is a very beautiful city. The ftyle of 
archite6ture, it mud be confefled, is inferior 
to what prevails at Rome ; but though 
Naples cannot vie with that city in the 
number of palaces, or in the grandeur and 
magnificence of the churches, the private 
houfes in general are better built, and are 
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more uniformly convenient; the ftreets are 
broader and better paved* No ftreet in 
Rome equals in beauty the Strada di Toledo 
at Naples ; and ftill lefs can any of them 
be compared with thofe beautiful ftreets 
which are open to the bay. This is the 
native country of the Zephyrs; here the 
excefiive heat of the fun is often tempered 
with fea breezes, and with g^les, wafting 
the perfumes of the Campagna Felice. 

The houfes, in general, are five or fix 
(lories in height, and flat at the^top ; on 
which are placed numbers of flower vafes^ 
or fruit trees, in boxes of earth, producing 
a very gay and agreeable efFe£^. 

The fortrefs of Sl Elmo is built on a 
mountain of the fame name* The garrifon 
(lationed here has the entire command of 
the town, and could lay it in afbes at 
pleafqre. A little lower, on the fame moun<« 
tain, is a convent of Carthufians. The 
fitoation of this convent is as advantageous 
and beautiful as can be imagined ; and much 
expence has been ' lavifhed to render the 
building, the apartments, and die gardens, 
equal to the fituatiour . 
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To beftow great fams* of monrey in 
adorning the retreat of men who have 
abandoned the world for the expreb puru 
pofe of paffing the remainder of their lives 
in felf-cieniaf and mortification, feeros to be 
very ill judged ; and might, on fomc oc^ 
cafions, counterafl the defign of their retreat. 
I expreffed this fentimcnt to a Neapolitan 
lady at Sir William Hamilton's afiembly, 
the evening after I had vifited this convent. 
She &id, *^ that the elegant apartments, the 
^^ gardens, and all the expenfive ornaments 
** I had particularifed, could not mtich ini« 
•* pcdc a fyflem of felf denial ; for they foon 
** became infipid to tbefe who bad them 
" conftantly before their eyes, and proved 
• no compenfation for the want of other 
«* comforts.'* « In that cafe," faid I, «^the 
•* whole expence might have been faved, or 
^ beAowed in procuring comforts to others 
•* who have m^e no vows of mortification.** 
•* Tolga iddio I"* cried the lady, forgetting 
her former argument, " for none have fo 
good a title to every comfortsible and p{e»«* 

^ God forbid ! 



fft 
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^^ fant thing in this world, at thofe who 
^' have renoonded it, and placed their affec- 
^* ttons entirely on the next ; inft^ of 
^* depriving thefe fandified Carthofians of 
t* what they already poffcfs,. it would "be 
^' more meritorioos to give them what they 
** have not/* 

" Give them then/* faid I, «• what wHl 
** zSord fome fatiefaAion, inftead of the 
** luxuries of fcalpture, and painting, and 
*^ archite£lare, which, as you fay, become 
** fo foon infipid; let them have enjoyments 
^< of a different kind. Why fbouM their 
*' diet be confined to fifh and vegetables ? 
^ Let them enjoy the pleafures of the table 
^ without any limitation. And fiiKe they 
'* are fo very meritorious, why it yontr fex 
^ deprived of the hajipincfs of. therr coH- 
** verfation, and why are they demied the 
^^ p^Ieafure which the fociety of women 
^* might aflbrd tSiem?** 

" Chrifto benedeito I "♦ cried the lady, 
** You do riot underftand this matter. -—^ 
^ Though none deferve the pleafctfet ot 

f Ble88«dJe5as ! 
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" this world, but thofe who think only on 
<* the next ; yet none can obtain the joys 
*^ of the next, who indulge in the pleafares 
« of this." 

*• That is unlucky,** faid I. 

** Unlucky ! to be fure it is the mod 
** unlucky thing that could have happened^ 
•• ecco dffvt mi doleva^ "* added the lady. 

Though Naples is admirably fituated for 
commerce, and no kingdom produces the 
neceiTaries and luxuries of life, in greater 
profufion, yet trade is but in a languifhing 
condition ; the beft iilks come from Lyons^ 
and the beft woollen goods from England.. 

The chief articles manuftk6lured here at 
prefent, are filk ftockings, foap, fnuff-boxes 
of tortoife fhell, and of the lava of Mount 
Vefuvius; tables, and ornamental furniture^ 
of marble. 

They are thought to embroider here better 
than even in France ; and their macaroni is 
preferred to that made in any other part of 
Italy. The Neapolitans excel alfo m li- 
queun and confedions, particularly in one 

 It 15 that wm«h Tcxcs mti 
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kind of confe^ion, which i$ fold at a very 
high price, called Diabolonis. This drug, 
as you will guefs from its name, is of a very 
hot and Simulating nature, and what I 
ihould think by no means requiiite to Nea« 
politan conflitutions. 

The inhabitants of this town are com* 
puted at three hundred and fifty thoufand. 
I make no doubt of their amounting to that 
number ; for though Naples is not one third 
of the fize of London, yet many of the 
ftreets here are more crowded than the 
Strand. In London, and Paris, the people 
who fill the ftreets are mere palTengers, hur- 
rying from prik to place on bufinefs ; and 
when they choofe to converfe, or to amufe 
themfelves, they refort to the public walks 
or gardens : at Naples, the citizens have 
fewer avocations of bufinefs to excite their 
ii&ivity, no public-walks^ or gardens, to 
which they can refort; and are therefore 
more frequently feen fauntering and con^ 
yerfing in the ftreets, where a great propor- 
tion of the pooreft fort, for want of habi- 
tations, are obliged to fpend the night as 
well as the day. While you fit in yow^ 
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thamber at London, or at Paris, the uftial 
qpife you hear from the ftreets, is that of 
carriages ; but at Naples, where they talk 
With crncominon viracity, and where whole 
fireets fall of talkers are in continual em«* 
ployment, the noife of carriages is com* 
plctcly drowned in the aggregated clack of 
human voices. In the midft of all this idlc«> 
ncfs, fewer riots or outrages of any kind 
happen, than might be expc£led in a town 
where the policy is far from being ftridl, 
and where fuch multitudes of poor unem-^ 
ployed people meet together every day. This 
partly proceeds from the national charafler 
of the Italians ; which, in my opinion, is 
quiet, fubmiflive,' and averfe to riot or fedt- 
tion ; and partly to the common people 
being uttiverfally fober, and never inflamed 
with ftrong and fpiritaous liquors, a$ they 
are in the northern countries. Iced water 
and lemonade a^e among the luxuries of the 
loweft vulgar; they are carried about in 
little barrels, and fold in half- penny^s worth. 
The half naked lazzarone is often tempted 
to fpend the fmall pittance, deftined for 
Aa^ mttkittnmtt of fais family, on this 
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bewitching beverage, as the mod diflfolute of 
the low people in London fpend their wages 
on gin- and brandy; fo that the fame extra- 
vagance which cools the mob of the one citr, 
tends to inflame that of the other to a£ts of 
excefa and brutality. 

There is not, perhaps, a city in the 
world, with the fame number of inha«* 
bitants, in which fo few contribute to the 
wealth of the community by ufeful, or by 
prodttSive labour, as Naples ; but the num- 
ber of priefts, monks, fiddlers, lawyers, no- 
bility, footmen, and lazzaronis, furpafs alt 
reafonad>le proportion; the laft alone are 
computed at thirty or forty thoufand. If 
thefe poor fellows are idle, it is not their 
own fault ; they are continually running 
abottt the ftreets, as we are told of the arti* 
ficers of China; ofiering thetr fervice, and 
begging for employment ; and are confidered 
by many, as of more real utility than any of 
the claSb abovemendoncdi 
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Naples. . 

X HERE is an aflbmbly once a week at the 
houfe of the Britifli minifter ; no aflembly 
in Naples is more numeroas, or more 
brillianty than this. Exclusive of that gen- 
tleman's good qualities, and thofe accom- 
plifhments which procure efteem in any 
fituations, he would meet with every mark 
of regard from the Neapolitan nobles, on 
account of the high favour in which he 
(lands with their Sovereign. Sir William's 
boufe is open to flrangers of every country 
who come to Naples, properly recom* 
mended, as well as to the Englifh ; he has 
a private concert almoft every evening. 
Lady Hamilton underftands mufic per- 
fedly, and performs in fuch a manner, as to 
command the admiration even of tbe Nea- 
politans. Sir William, who is the happiefl 
tempered man in the world and the eafiefl 
amufed, performs alfO| and fucceeds perfectly 
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in amuiing himfelf, which is a more valuable 
attainment than the other. 

The Neapolitan nobility are exceffively 
fond of fplendour and fhow. This appears 
in the brilliancy of their eqaipages, the 
number of their attendants, the richnefs 
of their drefs, and the grandeur of their 
titles. 

I am afluredy that the King of Naples 
counts a hundred perfons with the title of 
Prince, and ftill a greater number with 
that of Duke, among his fubjedls. Six 
or feven of thcfe have ellates, which pro- 
duce from ten to twelve or thirteen thou- 
fand pounds a year; a contiderable num- 
ber have fortunes of about half that value ; 
and the annual revenue of ipany is not 
above one or two thoufand pounds. With 
refpci^ to the inferior orders of nobility, 
they are much poorer; many Counts and 
Marquiffes have not above three or four 
hundred pounds a year of paternal e(late, 
whatever. 

When we confider the magnificence of 
tbeir entertainments, the fplendour of their 
equipages, and the number of their fervants^ 
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we are furprifed that the richeft of them 
can fupport fuch expotiflve tftahlilhmentr. 
1 dined, foon after our arrival^ at the Prince 
of Franca Vllla'i ; tl^re were about fortjr 
people at table ; tt was meagm day ; the 
dinner confiiled entirely of fifh and vegettiblef, 
»nd was the moft magnificent enterfeatament 
I ever faw, comprehending an infinite vaciety 
of difhes, a vail profufion of fruit, and the 
wines of every country in Europe. 1 dined 
fince at the Piince lacci's. I ibaU mentioti 
two circumftances, from which you maf 
form an idea of the grandeur of an Italian 
palace, and the number of domeftics which 
fome of the nobiUty retain. We pafled 
through twelve or thirteen large rooou 
before we arrived at the diniog room ; there 
were thirty*fix perfons at table, none ferve4 
but the Prince's domeflics, and each gueft 
bad a footman behind his chair; crther 
dolnefiics belonging to the Ptitice remained 
in the adjacent rooms, and in the hall. We 
afterwards pafTed through a confiderable 
Dumber of other rooms in our way to one 
from which there is a very coasunandif)g 
view. 



1S7o eftate in England could fupport fucfa 
a number of fervants,-paid and fed as Englifb 
fervants ai^ ; but here the wages are very 
moderate indeed, and the greatir number of 
men fervants, belonging to the firft families^ 
gtve their attendance throi:^h die day only, 
and find beds and provifions for themfelvef. 
It mud be remembered alfo, that few of the 
nobles give entertainments^ and thofe who 
do not, are (aid to live very fparingly ; (b 
t!iat the whole of their revenue, whatever 
that may be, is exhauAed on articles of 
ftiow. 

' As there b no Opera at prefent, the 
people of faihion generally pafs part of the 
evening at the Corfo, on the fea-fhore. This 
is the great fcene of Neapolitan fplendour 
and parade; and, on grand occafions, the 
magnificence difplayed here will ftrike a 
ftranger very much. The fineft carriages 
ire. painted, gilt, vamilhed, and lined, 
in a richer and more beautiful manner 
than has as yet become fafhiooable cither 
in England or France; they are oftea 
drawn by fix, and fometimes by eight 
horfes. As the iaft is the number allotted 
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to his Britannic Majefty when he goes to 
parliament, fome of our countrymen are 
oflFended that any individuals whatfoever 
fhould prefume to drive with the faaie 
number. 

It is the mode here, to have two 
running footmen, very gaily drefled, before 
the carriage, and three or four fervants ia 
rich liveries behind ; thefe attendants are 
generally the hanfomeft young men that 
can be procured. The ladies or gentlemen 
with the coaches, glitter in all the bril- 
liancy of lace, embroidery, and jewels. Xhe 
Neapolitan carriages, for gala days, are made 
on purpofe, with very large windows, that 
the rpe£lator8 may enjoy a full view of the 
parties within. Nothing can be more fhowy 
than the harnefs of the horfes ; their heads 
and manes are ornamented with the rareft . 
plumage, and their tails fet oflFwith ribaiids 
i^' and artificial flowers, in fuch a graceful 
manner, that you are apt to think they have 
been adorned by the fame bands that drefled 
the heads of the ladies, and not by common 
grooms. 
After ail, you will perhaps imagine the 
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annurenient cannot be very great. The 
carriages follow each other in two lines, 
moving in oppofite diredions. The com- 
pany within fmiiey and bow, and wave the 
liand, as they pafs and repafs their acquain- 
tance ; and doubtlefs imagine, that they are 
tlie mod important figures in the proceflion. 
T'he horfesy however, feem to be quite of a 
different way of thinking, and to confider 
themfelves as the chief objedls of admi- 
ration, looking on the livery fervants, the 
volantis, the lords, and the ladies, as their 
natural fuit on all fuch folemn occafions. 
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Naples. 

JL HE greateft part of kings, whatever may 
be thought of them after their death, have 
the good fortune to be reprefentedi at fome 
period of their lives, generally at the begin* 
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ning of their retgns, as thegreateft and mofi 
^rtuous of mankind* They are never com* 
pared to chara£ters af le£s dignity thmi Solo- 
mon, Aleaander, Csfar, or Titus; arid the 
comparifon ufuaily concludes to the ^van- 
tage of the living monarch. Tliey diScr in 
this, as in many other particulars, frooa 
^hofe of the moft diftinguiihed genius and 
-exalted merit among their fubje^, that the 
fame of the latter, if any awaits the'm, fei** 
4om arrives ,at its meridian till many years 
after their .death; whereas the giory of the 
former is at its futleft fpkndour during their 
lives ; and mod of them have the fatisfafiion 
of hearing all their praifes with their own 
«ars. Each particular monarch., taken fe- 
4>arately, is, or has been« confidered as a flar 
of great luftre; yet any number x)f them« 
taken without feleAion^ and placed in the 
htftorical galaxy, add little to its brightnefst 
and are often contemplated with difguft. 
When we have occaiion <o mention kings 
(in general, -the expreffion certainly does not 
awaken a recolleftion of the moft amiable 
.or moft deferving part of the human fpecies; 
and tyranny in nocQuntry ispufhedfo^fti^ 
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as to conArain men to fpeak of tbeiiiy when 
we fpeak in general terois^ as if they were. 
It would Fcvoh the feelings, and n>ufe the 
indignation, even ofmves. Full freedom ii 
allowed therefore on this topic ; and, under 
the moft , arbritrary gorernmcnt, if yo« 
>choofe to declaim ofi the imbecility, profll* 
gacy, or corrttptien of human nature, yoi| 
may draw your illuftrations from the kings 
of any country, provided you take them in 
grou|ie$, and hint nothing to the detriment 
of the reigning monarch. But, when we 
talk of any one living fovereign, we ihouUL 
never allow it to efcape from our memory, 
that he is wife, valiant, generous, and good ; 
and we 4)ught always to have Solomon 
Alexander, Ciefar, and Titus, at our elbow, 
to kitrbduce them a-propos when occafion 
offers* We may have what opinion we 
pleafe of the whole race of JSourbon ; but k 
would be highly indecent to deny, that the 
Tetgning kings of Spain and Naples are very 
great princes. As I never had the happt* 
nefs of fecmg the father, I can only fpeak of 
the fon. His Neapolitan Majefty feems to 
Ibt about the age of jUx or feren and twenty 
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He is a prince of great aSivity of body, and 
a good conftitution ; he indulges in frequent 
relaxations from the cares of government 
and the fatigue of thinking, by hunting and 
other exercifes ; and (which ought to give a 
high idea of his natural talents) he never 
fails to acquire a very confiderable degree of 
perfe<aion in thofe things to which he ap- 
plies. He is very fond, like the King of 
Pruffia, of reviewing his troops, and is per- 
feaiy mafter of the whole myflery of the 
manual exercife. I have had the honour^ 
oftener than once, of feeing him exercife the 
diflFerent regiments which form the garrifon 
here : he always gave the word of command 
with his own royal mouth, and with a pre- 
cifion which feemed to aftonifli the whole 
Court. This monarch is alfo a very excel- 
lent fhot; his uncommon fuccefs at this 
diverfion is thought to have roufed the jea- 
loufy of his Moft Catholic Majefty, who 
alfo values himfelf on his Ikill as a markf- 
man. The correfpondence between thofe 
two great perfonages often relates to their 
favourite amufement. — A gentleman who 
came lately from Madrid^ told me^ that the 

Kmg, 
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King, on fome occafion,. had read a letter, 
i^hich he had juft received from his fon at 
Naples, whereia he complained of his bad 
fuccefs on a (hooting party, having killed no 
more than eighty birds in a day ; and the 
Spanifh monarch, turning to his courtiers, 
fold, in a plaintive tone of voice, " Mio 
*^ fifio piangc di non aver' fatto piu di ot- 
** tante beccacie in un giorno, quando mi 
** crederei Tuomo il piu felice del nrondo fe 
" potefTe fare quaranta." * Ail who 
take a becoming fliare in the affliciions of a 
loyal bofom, will no doubt join with rae in 
wifhing better fuccefs to this good monarch' 
for the future. Fortunate would it be for 
mankind, if the happinefs of their princes 
could be purchafed at fo eafy a rate ! and 
thrice fortunate for the. generous people of 
Spain, ifth^ family connexions of their nK>- 
narch, often at variance with the real intereft 
of that country, fhouid never feduce him 
into a more ruinous war, than that which he 

■* My son laments, tliat he has not killed more 
than eighty birds . in one day, whereas J should 
tliiak myself the happiest lawa. in the worlds If I 
Muld kill forty. 

VOL. II. f 
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now wages agaihfl the bemads of the fields 
and the birds of the air. His Neapolitan 
Majefty, as I am informed, poilefles manyi 
other accompliihments ; I particularife thofe 
only to which I have myfeif been a wttne(9« 
No king in Europe is fuppofed to under- 
. ftand the game of billiards better. I had the 
pleafure of feeing him ftrike the mod bril- 
liant ftroke that perhaps ever was ftruck by 
a crowned head« The ball of bis antagonifl 
was near one of the middle pockets^ and his* 
own in'fuch a fituation, that it was abfo* 
lately neceflary to make it rebound from two. 
di£Ferent parts of the cuihion before it could 
pocket the other. A perfon of lefs enter- 
priie would liave been contented with plao* 
ing himfelf in a fafe fitaat'wn, at a fmall 
lofs, and never have riiked any offenfive at- 
tempt againft the enemy ; but the difficulty 
and danger, inflead of intimidating, feemed 
rather to animate the ambition of this Prince. 
He fummoned aH his addrefs ; he eftiknitedy . 
with a mathematical eye, the angles at 
which the ball muft fly off ; and he ftruck 
it with an undaunted inind and a (leady 
hand. It rebounded obliquely, from the 
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6p))djtite fide-cuihion, to that dt the end ; 
ftottk which it moved in a dirofit line towa^'d^ 
the middle pocket, which feemed to (land i¥i' 
gaping expedtatioh to rec^eive it* The heftirt* 
^ the fpeaators beat thick iS'it tolkit 
along ; andthey (heWed, by the GontcJftion^' 
of theif faces and perfons, ht>w fiiuch they' 
feared that it ftioald move one hair- breadth 
in a wrong A\r6Si\on. -^ I mwft he!*6 Inter- 
ru pt this important narrative, to '6bferve>- 
«ha(, when I talk of contot>ti6n^f if you 
form your ?ded (t^rH siny thing of that kind 
wfaidi yoQ may have feen ardUi^ an Eng- 
li<h billiard-table or bowtilig- green, you can' 
have tio juft notion of thofe which wetie ex-* 
bibited on this occafion : yoor imagination 
muft triple the force and eciergy of fcVery' 
£ngliih grimace, before it (^an dojudiceto 
tl36 nervous twift of dn> Italian^^e^mdnfiiiite. 
-^At length the. royal ball r^ath^ tb^t (^ 
the enemy, and with'd fihgle blaw drove ?r 
off the plain. An univerfal (hodt of jdy,- 
triumph, and stpplau^ie baril froiti the be^ 
holders ; bat, 

O thonghtlefe mortals^ ever blind to fate, 
Too'fdbn dejefledy and too foon efete ! 
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tbe vi(9:orioos ball, purfuing the enemy too 
far, ihared the fame fate, and was buried in 
the farap grave, with the vanquifhed. This 
fatal ?ind unforefeen event feemed to make 
a deep impteffion on the minds of all who 
were wltneflfe^ to it ; and will no doubt bp 
recorded in the annals of the prefent reign^ 
^nd quoted by future poets and hiftofians^ 
as a (Iriking InQance of the inClahility of 
fublunary felicity. 

It is imagined that the cabinet of this 
Court is entirely guided by that of Spain ; 
which, on it$ part, is thought to he grfeatly 
under the^ influence of French counfels. 
The manners^ as" well as the politics, of 
If ranee, are faid to prevail at prefent at thft 
Court of Madrid. I do not prefume to fay 
of what nature the politics of his Neapolitan 
Mfjefty .are, or whether he is fond of French 
Goun(<$ls or not ; but no true-born Englifh* 
man exiAtng can (hew a more perfe£l con- 
t,empt of their manners than he does. In 
dpin^ic life, this Prince is generally allow^ 
to be an eafy mafter, a good-natured huf- 
band, a dutiful fon, and an indulgent &ther« 

The Queen of Naples is ,a beautiful 
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woman, and Sterns to poffcfs the affability, 
good 'humour, and benevolence, which dit 
tinguiih, in fuch an amiable manner, the 
Aaflrian family. 



LETTER LVIIL 

JL HE hereditary jurifdifliion of the nobles 
over their vaffak fubfifts, both in the kihg- 
dom of Naples and Sicily, in the full rigour 
of the feudal government. The peafants 
therefore are poor ; and it depends entirely 
on the perfonal chara£lcr of the mailers, 
-whether their poverty is not the leaft of 
their grievances. If the land was leafed out 
to free farmers, whofe property was perfe^lly 
fccure, and the leafes of a fufficient length 
to allow the tenant to reap the fruits of 
his own improvements, there is no manner 
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of dou^t that, the eilates of the nobility 
would produce much more. The landlord 
pn^ht have a higher rent paid in money., 
inftead of being colIe£ted in kind, which 
fubje£ts him to the falaries and impofitions 
of a numerous train of ftewards ; and the 
tenants, on their parts, would be enabled to 
live much more eomfortaUy, and h> lay up, 
every year, a fmall pittance for their families. 
But the love of domineering is fo predo- 
minant in the breafts of men whq have heen 
accuftomed to it from their infancy^ that, if 
the alternative were in their choice, many 
of them would rather fubmit to be them- 
felyes flaves to the caprices of an ablolute 
prince, than become perfe6tly independent, 
pn the condition of giving independence to 
their vaffals. There is reafon to believje that 
this ungenerous fpirit prevails pretty univer- 
6Uy. among the nobility all over Europe. 
Thf^ German Barons are more Shocked at 
the idea of their peafants becoming perfectly 
free, like the farmers of Great Britain, than 
they are folicitous to limit the power of their 
princes : and, from the fentiments I have 
beard e^fpreffed by the French, I very much 
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doubt, whether tbei& high nobility would 
aoce{>t of the privileges of Engliih peers, at 
.the expence of that infoleot fuperiority, and 
thofe licentious freedoms, with which they 
may, though no Englifli peer can,, treat 
with impunity the citizens and people of 
inferior rank.* We need be the fcfs fur- 



* Whatever juftice may have been in this 
remark when thefe letters were firft publtfhed, 
it is now apparent that feme of the Hrft nobility 
of France /Entertain different fentiments from 
.thole here imputed to them« i 

' Whether tibc French ijnbibed their love of 
freedom from their intercourfe with Britilh 
America, or from the progrefs of p^lofophy 
and good fenfe in their own country, a compleoe 
alteration in the political fentiments of that 
iiation feems to have preceded the late revolu- 
tion in their government : a revolution more 
•extraordinary than any which the annals of 
issankind prefent to our admiration. — The 
inhabitants of a great kingdom, in one inilant, 
by an influence as fudden as that of electricity, 
are fhocked at the. idea of their being Slaves; 
they ftart up and aflert the rights of mankind to 
be Free, and they are Free ! — Long may they 
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prifedat this, when wc coftfider that jij fomr 
parts of the Britifh empire, where the eqor- 
. table and generous laws of England prevail, 
thbfe who fet the higheft value on freedom, - 
who fobmit to every hardfhip, and encounter 
every danger, to fecurc it to theoafelves, 
never haveihewn a difpofition of extending 
its bleflings, or even alleviating the bondage 
of that, part of the hi;man fpecies, which 
a fordid and unjuflifiable barter has brought 
into their power. 

The Court rf Naples has not yet ven- 
tured, by one open a£k of authority, to 
abolifh the immoderate power of the lords 

continue fo, and may their example be followed 
by every nation now fuffering under the. Scourge 
of Defpotifm.* , . 

* The foregoing note was first annexed to the fifth 
edition of tbi3 woik/ published in the year 1790, 
l)cfore the massacre of the prisoners at Paris in 
September 1792, before the murders of the King, 
Qaccn^ and Princess Elizabeth of France, and before 
the permanent slaaghter during the whole tyraunj of 
Bobespierre^ had disgraced the French reToIution and 
human nature, and almost rendered a restoration 
even of the ancient government desirable in that 
unhappy covitry; 
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over tlieir tenants. But it is believed that 
the Miniffer fccreily wifties for its deftruc- 
tion ; and in cafes of flagrant opprefllon^ 
when complaints are brought before the 
legal courts, or direftly to the King him* 
felf, by the peafants againft the 4ord, it is 
generally remarked that the Miniftef favours 
the complainant. Notwithftanding this, the 
mafters have (o many opportunities of op- 
preffing, and fuch various methods of teafing, 
their vaflals, that they generally chufe to 
bear their wrongs in filencc ; and perceiving 
that thofe who hold 4heir lands immediately 
from the Crown, are in a much eafier 
fituation than themfelves, without raifing 
their hopes to perfcift freedom, the height 
of their wiflies is to be fheltcred, froni the 
vexations of little tyratits, under the un- 
limited power of one common mafter. The 
objefts of royal attention, they fondly ima- 
gine, are too fublime, and the minds of kings 
too generous, to floop to, or even to coun- 
tenance, in their fervants, the minute and 
unreafonable exaflion.^, which are wrung at 
prcfent from the hard harids.ofthe exhau'fled 
labourer. "' ' *' '^ .-, -'» 
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Tliougb the Neapolitan nobility ftill re-- 
taia the ancient feudal authority over the 
peafant$, yet their pcrfonal importanee de- 
pendsy in a great m^afu re, on the favour 
of the King; wb»^ under pretext of any 
ofFence, can c&nj&ne them to their own 
eilates, or imprifon them at pkafure; and 
who, without any alleged offence, arid witl>- 
out going to fuch extremes, can m&\& a 
panKhment, highly fenfible to them, by 
iu)t inviting them to the amufemcnts of 
the Cpurt, or not receiving them with 
fmiles when they attend on any ordinary 
occafion. Unlefs this Prince were fo very 
impolitic as to difguft all the nobility at 
once, and f6. unite the whole body againil ' i 
him, he has little to fear from their refent- 
Hient. Even in cafe of fuch an union, . 
as the nobles, have lo{l the aftei^ion anct 
attachoi^jot of their peafants, what could 
ihey dp in.oppoiition to a ftanding army of 
thirty thoufand men, entirely devoted to 
the crown ? The cftabtifliment of ftanding 
^mie3 has univerfally given ^ability to the 
power of the, prince, . and roincd that of 
the great lords. No nobility, in Eoii^Q 
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can DOW be fsud to inherit political impor- 
tance,. or to d£k independent o(, or ih op- 
poGtion to, the influence of the crown ; 
except the temporal peers of that part of 
Great Britain called England* 

As men of high binh are feldom^ in 
this country, called to the managennent. of 
public affairs, or placed in thofe fituations 
where great political knowledge is required; 
and as his Majedy relies on his own talents 
and experience in war for the dire£tion of 
the army ; neither the civil nor military 
eilablifliments open any very tempting field 
for the ambition of the nobles, whofe edu* 
cation is ufually adapted to the parts in life 
which they have a probability of adting. 
Their fortunes and titles defcend to them, 
independent of any "eflfort of their own. 
All the literary dillinftions are beneath their 
regard ; it is therefore not thought expedient 
to cloud rhe playful innocence of their 
childhood,, or the amiable gaiety of their 
youth, with fevere fludy. In fome other 
countries, where a very fmall portion of 
literary education is thought becoming for 
young men of rank, and where even tbi» 
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fmall portion has been neglefled, they Tome^ 
trmes catch a little knowledge of Kiftory 
and mythology, and fome ufeful moral fen* 
tlments, from the excellent dramatic pieces 
that are reprefcnted on their theatres. They 
alfo fondetimes pick up fome notion of the 
different governments in Europe, and a 
few political idcas^ in the courfe of their 
travels. But the nobility of this country 
very fcldom travel; and the only dramatic 
pieces reprefented here, are operas ; in which 
mufic, not fentiment, is the principal thing 
attended to. In the other theatrical enter- 
tainmentSi Punchinell© is the fliining cha- 
rafltr. To this difregard of literature among 
the nobles, it is owing, that in their body 
are to be found few tirefome, fcboIaftTc 
pedants, and none of thofc pertuibed fpirit?, 
who ruffle the fcrenity of nations by political 
alarms, who clog the wheels of government 
by oppoiition, who pry into the conducSk 
of miniftcrs, or in any way difturb that total 
indifiFerence with regard to the public, which 
prevails all over this kingdom. We are 
told by a great modern Hiftorian,* that 

* Vide Dr. Robertson's HistOTj of the Qpperor 
Charles y.Seet. J. 
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** force of mind, a fcnfc of perfonal dignity, 
•* gallantry in enterprifc, invincible pcr- 
** fcverance in execution, contempt of dan- 
•• ger and of death, are the chara6icriftic 
** virtues of uncivilifed nations." But as 
the nobles of this country 'have long been 
fufficiently civilifed, thefe qualities may In 
them be fuppofed to have given place to 
the arts which embeiliih a polifhed age ; to 
gaming, gallantry, mufsc, the parade of equi- 
page, the refinements of drefs, and other 
naraelefs refinements. 
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Naplea. 

X HE citizens of Naples form a focicty of 
their own, perfeflly diftindl from the nobi- 
lity ; and although they are not the moft in- 
duftrious people in the world, yet having 
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fome degree of occiipatlon, and their rime 
being divided between bufinefe and pleafurc^ 
they probably have more enjoyment ihaa 
thofe who, withput internal refomces, ox opi- 
portufiities of adive exertion, pafs their Uves 
in fenfual gratifications, and in waiting the 
returns of appetite around a gaming tabl^ 
In the mo,ft refpeftable clafs of citizens, ar^ 
comprehended the lawyers, of whom there 
Skre an incredible nunciber in this town. The 
moft eminent of this pfofefSon hold, indeed, 
a kind of intermediate rank between the no- 

« 

bility and citizens ; the reft are on a level 
with the phyficians, the principal merchants, 
and the artifts ; none of whom can make 
great fortunes* however ind^jftrious they 
may be ; but a moderate income enables 
them to fupport their rank in fociety, and 
to enjoy all the conveniencies^ and many of 
the luxuries, of life. 

England is perhaps the only nation in 
Europe where fome individuals, of every 
profeffion, even of the l.o weft, find it pof- 
fible to accumulate great fortunes ; the efFefl 
of this very frequently is, that the fon def- 
pifes the profeffion of the father, commences 
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gentleman, and diflipates, in a few years, 
what coft a life to gather. In the principal 
cities of Germany and Italy, we fii\d, that 
the ancefiors of maay of thofe citizens who 
are the moft eminent in their particular bu-- 
iinefs, have tranfmitted the art to them 
through fevcrai generations. It is natural 
to imagine^ tliat this will tend to the im- 
provement of the art, or fcience, or profef- 
fiorv, as well as the family fortune ; and 
that the third generation will acquire know- 
ledge from the experience, as well as wealth 
from the induftry, of the former two; 
whereas, in the cafes alluded td above, the 
wheel of fortune moves diflFerently. A 
man, by affiduity in a particular bufmefs, 
and by genius, acquires a great fortune and a 
high reputation ; the fon throWs away the 
fortune, and ruins his own charadler by ex» 
travagance ; and the grandfon is obliged 
to recommence the bufinefs; unaided by 
the wealth or experience of his anceftors. 
This, however, is pointing out an evil 
'which I fliou'd be forry to fee remedied ; 
becaufe it certainly originates io the riches 
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and profperlty of the country in which it 
exifts. 

The number of priefts, monks, and cc^ 
cleliaftics of all the various orders that fwarni 
in this city, is prodigious ; and the provifion 
appropriated for their ufe, is as ample. I 
am afliired, that the clergy are in pofleflion 
of confidcrably above one-third ofthe reve- 
nue of the whole kingdom, over and above 
what' fome particular orders among them 
acquire by begging for the ufe of their con- 
vents, and what is gotten in legacies by the 
addrefs and affiduity of the whole. The 
Unprodu6live wealth, which is lodged in the 
churches and convents of this city, amounts 
alfo to an amazing value. Not to be com- 
pared in point of architecture to the churches 
and convents of Rome, thofe of Naples- fur- 
pafs them in riches, in the value of their 
jewels, and in the quantity of diver and 
golden crucifixes, veflels apd implements 
of various kinds. I have often heard thefe 
eAimated at a fum fo enormous as to furpafs 
all credibility , and which I fhall not- men- 
tion. This wealth, whatever is amounts to, 
is of as little ufe to the kingdom, as if it 
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ftill remained in the minei of Peru; and 
the greater part of it, furely, afFotds as little 
 comfort to the* clergy and monks as to any 
part of the comm unity ; for though it be- 
longs to their church, or their convent, yet 
it can no more be converted to the ufe of 
the priefts and monks of fuch churches and 
convcfnts, than to th^ tradefmen who inhabit 
the^ adjacent ftreets. For this reafon I am a 
good deal furpri fed, that no pretext or fub- 
- 1 rfuge has been found, no expedient fallen 
-on, no treaty or convention made, for ap- 
propriating part of this, at leafl, to the ufe 
of fome fet of people or other. If the clergy 
«iiyeit to lay their hands on it, this might be 
found fault with by the King ; if his Ma- 
jefty dreamt of taking any part of it for the 
exigencies of the ftate, the clergy would un- 
doubtedly raife a clamour ; and if both united, 
the Pope would think he had a right to pro- 
nounce his veto : but if all thefe three powers 
could come to an under Aanding,. and fettle 
their proportions, I am apt to think a par- 
: tition might be made as quietly as that of 
Poland. 

Whatever fdoples the Ncapolita^n clergy 
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may have to fuch a jxrojefik, they cer- 
tainly have none fb the full enjoyment of 
their revenues. No clafs of men can. he 
lefs difpofed to offend Providence by a 
peevilh negleft of the good things which 
the bounty of Heaven has beftowed. Self- 
denial is a virtue, which I will not fay 
.they poflefs in a fmaller degree, but wbicby 
I am fure, they a£k£i lefs than any other 
ecclefiaftics I know ; they live very much 
in fociety, bpth with the nobles and citi- 
zens. All of them, the monks not ex- 
cepted, attend the theatre, and feem to joui 
,mo(l cordially in other diverdons and amufe- 
iiaents ; the common people are no w^ys 
offended at this,^or imagine that they ought 
to liv^ in a mpr^ reclufe manner. Some of 
the orders have had the addr^fs to make a 
concern for their temporal inte.reft,. and a 
defire of feeii)g them live full, and in fome- 
ihing of a jolly manner, be regarded by the 
common people as a proof of zeal for reli- 
gion. I am informed, that a v^ry coi^ 
derabie diminution in the nuinber of monks 
has taken place in the kingdom of Naples 
fmce the fuppreiBon of the Jefui^s, and fince 



a liberty of quitting the cowl was granted 
by the late Pope; but ftUi there is no 
reafon to complain of a deficiency in this 
order of men. The richeft and moft com- 
modioos convents in Europe, both for male 
and female votaries, are in this city ; the 
mod fertile and beautiful hills of the en- 
virons are covered with them ; a fmall part 
of their revenue is fpent in feeding the poor, 
the monks dftributing bread and foup to a 
certain number every day before the doors 
of the convents. Some of the friars (ludy 
phyiic and fiirgery, and pradlife thefe arts 
vrith great applaufe. Each convent has an 
apothecary's ihop belonging to it, where 
medicines are delivered gratis to the poor, 
and fold to thofe who can a Ford to pay. 
On ail thefe accounts the monks in general 
are greater favourites with the common 
people than even the fecular clergy ; all the 
charity of the friars, however, would not 
be abfe t» cover their fins, if the (lories cir- 
cidated by their enemies were true, — ^by 
i/vbich they arc reprefented . as the greateft 
profligates and debauchees in the world. 
Without giving credit to all that is reported 
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on- this fubje£k, as the • Neapolitan monks 
arc very well fed, as this climate is not the 
mod favourable to cominency (a virtue 
which in this place is by no means eftimated 
in proportion to its rarity), it is moft 
likely that the inhabitants of the convents, 
like the inhabitants in general, indulge in 
certain pleafures, with lefs fcruple or rc^ 
drain t than is ufual in fome other places. 
Be that as it may, it is certain that they are 
the mod fuperditious of mankind ; a turn 
of mind which they communicate with equal 
zeal . and fuccefs to a people remarkably 
ignorant, and remarkably amorous. The 
feeds of fuperdition thus zealoufly fown on 
fuch a warm and fertile, though unculti- 
vated, foil, fometimes produce the moft 
extraordinary crops of fenfuality and devotion 
that ever were feen in any country. 

Tlie lazzaroni, or black-guards, as ha$ 
been already obferved, form a con(iderab!e 
part of the inhabitants of Naples ; and have, 
on - fome well-known occaiions, had the 
government for a fhort time in their own 
hands. They are computed at above thirty 
thoufand ; the greater part of them have no 
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dwell Inghoufes, but fleep every night under 
porticos, piazzas, or any kind of flie Iter they 
can find. Thofe of them who have wives 
and children, Jive in the fubuibs of Na- 
ples, near Paufilippo, in huts, or in ca« 
verns, or chambers dugout of that moun- 
tahi. Some gain a livelihood by fi(hing, 
others by carrying burdens to and from the 
fhipping ; many walk about the (Ireets ready 
to run on errands, or to perfor-tn any labour 
in their power for a very fmall recom pence. 
As they do not meet with conftant employ- 
ment, their wages are not fuificient for their 
maintenance ; the foup and bread diftributed 
at the door of the convents fupply the'de- 
ficiency. The lazzaroni ar€ generally re- 
prefented as a lazy, licentious, and turbu- 
lent fet of people; what I have obfervcd 
gives me a very diflefent idea of their 
chara£ler. Their idlenefs is evidently the 
cfFeft of neceffity, not of choice ; they 
are always ready to perform any work, 
however laborious, for a very reafonable 
gratification. It muft proceed from the 
fault of Government, when fuch a num- 
ber of (lout, a£^ive citizens remain un- 
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employed ; and (o far are they from being 
licentious and turbulent, that I cannot help 
diinking they are much too tame artd fub- 
miffive. Though the inhabitants of the 
Italian cities were the firft whoihook off the 
feudal yoke, and though in Naples they have 
long enjoyed the privilege of rhunicipal ju- 
rifdiftibh, yet the external fplehdour of the 
nobles, and the authority they ftill exercife 
over the peafants, itnpofe upon the minds 
of the lazzaroni : and however boM and re- 
(entful they may be of injuries offered by 
others, they bear the infolence of the nobi** 
lity as peafants fixed to the foil. A cox-* 
comb of a volanti, tricked out in his fantstfti- 
cal drefs, or any of the liveried flaves of the 
greiit, make no ceremony of treating thefe 
poor fellows with all the infolence aitd in-* 
feniibilky natural to their mafters ; and for 
no vifibie reafon, but becaufe he is drdfled in 
lace, and the others in rags. Ihflead of 
calling to them to make way, when the 
noife in the (Ireets prevents the commofi 
people. from hearing the approach of the 
cafriage, a (Iroke acrofs the flicwildets with, 
the cane of the rnoning footman, is the 
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ufual warning they receive. Nothing ani- 
mates this people to infurreflion, but fome 
very preiBng and very unrverfal caufe ; fuch 
as a fcarcity of bread : every other grievance 
they bear as if it were their charter. Wheh 
we confider thirty thoufand human creatures 
without beds or habitations, wandering al- 
itioft naked ia li^rch of food through the 
ftreets of a well-built city ; when we think 
of the opportunities they have of being to.- 
gether, of comparing their own deftitute 
fituation with the affluence of others, one 
cannot help being aftonifhed at their pa- 
tience. 

Let the Prince be diftinguifhed by fplen— 
dour and magnificence; let the great and 
the rich have their luxuries ; but, in the 
name ofhumanity, let the poor, who 'are 
willing to labour, have food in abundance to' 
fatisfy the cravings of nature, and raiment 
to defend them from the inclenienci^s of the 
weather ! 

If their governors, whether from weak- 
ncfs or negleft, do not fupply them with 
tJiefe,'they certainly have a right to help 
thcmfclves. Every . law of equity and 
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art of f>ainting» by the- deg|:ee of peric^po 
which appe»i$ ioittfoffs ^i^lurcs. tc is not 
l^ob^le that. tlmrhftH. p^tts^ingst of aacicn^ 
Greece or lialyi w^r< H^)iIa|i€U#;;,{andy i^ 
It efM)M.br:afcfrt»iiied rj^i(»t»f oitl^ pfo»; 
dufiaops ^f the b^ft f|ia(ter3 were tb^re^ h 
trmitii Jtot foihnv: tlisit . ihokr, yj^bkh^havq 
beefi lUfcdrjiPQced are. of (b^t [clafs. If a 
ftranger' wjer^ to enter at r-9ndotn a Jew 
havith io J^ndpo^ ^d fc^ tiaopie t^ler^blj^ 
^OQd pri£ltti£S thQl«^.|ii$^0uld ^^;wkb pro*-. 
pristyvccitidiid^ tfta^ tbe bed ^;t;bein. wei^ 
ibe, very beft. In ILon^tHi^ : Tb^ paintings 
bnought fr(Mnv(!Hcrcja^iie^m»/a>t^ pei^eiS^ 
proo& that thelanobentS' bid -i|i:^6 th^t pfCH 
grefs iiT the :daty which tiK>& ^i^are^ i^-j 
<ficate ; but da not fbrol even ^(pr^fuiiigMoqi 
that. they, bsd .not mdd0i 9oi|H¥^h mau^* 
It i^ almoft detoimArable t^lHic tbefeipaifUiqgf 
are not of their beft. . Xbe ^10^ .^bRpJi 
Vtribofh formed the Jculptof^ tpf.con;^^^ 
Wfmld form the psunter. to oqaaL cpiqre^^ 
in his dra^Kings, . however delicicfit b& miglif 
be in all the other parts of bb ztX, Tlt^f 
befl ftatues are corre^ in their- progcutt^ns, 
and elegant ia tlwtr formsr: T^befegain^nig^ 



«re not corredl in their proportions, and arc 
comparatively inelegant in their forms. ' 
* Among tfie (tatoes, the drunken Panrt 
4md the Miercury ate the beft. Therb ar« 
^me fine bronze buds ; the intalios and 
cameos, which hitfierto have bccti found 
either in Herculaneum or l*ompeia, arc 
teckoned but indifferent. 

The ekgance of form, with the admirable 
workmanihip of the ornamental furniture 
and domeftic uteniifs, in filver and other 
metals ; the variety and beauty of the lamps,, 
tripod?, and vafes ; fufliciently tcftify, if 
ther6 i«rcre no other proofs, the fertile ima- 
gination and cxqurfite execution of the 
ancient artifts : and, had their own paeti 
and hiftorians been quite filent concdrmng 
the Roman refinements in the art of cookery, 
and the luxury of their tafcfe$, the prodigious 
variety of culmary inftrumems, the mould? 
for jellies, for confedlions, andpaflry, which 
are coHefted in this mufeum, would afford- 
a ftrong prcfumption, that the great men of 
<inr own days have a nearer rcfetnblance% 
thofe ancient conquerors of the world, than 
is gerterally iiloagined. ' 

Many of the ancient manufcr^ts fomid 
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9t Hercuianeam have been carried to Ma- 
drid ; but a great ^ number ftill remain at 
Pprtici, Great pains have been beftowed, 
^nd much ingenuity difplayed, in feparating 
and unrolling the fheet^, without deftroying 
the writing* This has fucceeded in a certain 
degree; though, in fpite of all the (kill and 
attention of thofe who are employed in thi$ 
very delicate work, the copiers are obliged 
to leave many bUnks where the letters ar^ 
obliterated. The manufcripts hitherto un- 
rolled and copied, are in the Greek language, 
f nd not of a very important nature* As the 
unrolling ihofe papers mud take up a great 
deal of time, and requires infinite addreis, it 
is to be wifhed that his Neapolitan Majefty 
would fend one at leaft to every univerCty 
ill . Europe, that the abilities of the moft 
ingenious men of every country might be 
exercifed on a fubje£t fo univerfally intev- 
rafting. The method which fhould.be foun4 
tpj Succeed beft, might be immediately made 
kqqwK^ and applied to the unfolding of the 
r/emaining manufcripts. The probability of _ 
recovering thofp works, whofe lofs . the 
earned have fo long lamented, would by 
tliifi means be greatly^ inqreafed. 



Herculaneum andPompeia were deftroyed 
by the fame* eruption of Mount Vefuviu5» 
about feventeen hundred years ago. The 
former was a town of much more magnifi* 
cence than the other; but it is infinitely 
more difficult -to be cleared of the matter 
which covers in Sir William Hamilton^ 
in his accurate and judicious obfervations 
on Mount Vefuvius; aflerts, that there are 
evident marks that the matter ofiixerup^ 
tions has taken its courfe over this devoted 
town, fmce the great explofion which in* 
volved it in the fame fate with Pompeia^ 
Thefe different eruptions have all happened 
at confiderable diftances of time from each 
other. This appears by the layers of good 
foil which are found between them. But 
the' matter \vhich immediately covers the 
town, and with which the theatre, and. all 
the houfes hitherto examined^ were found 
filled, is not lava, but a fort of foft ftone^ 
compofed of pumice and afhes, intermixed 
with earth. This has faved- the pifturesi 
manufcripts, bufts, utenfils,. and other an« 
tiquities, which have been recovered out of 
Herculaneum, from utter deftru^tion. For 
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if any of the^ fix fucceedinig; ertiptbm l\zi 
Jiappened previous to thk^ and the red-hat 
liquid ]ava, of which^ they ceniifted^ had 
Acmcd inta the open city, it would hare 
filkd every ftreet, fcorched up every conw 
buftlMe fubfiance witti intenfe heat, involvw 
ing the houfes, and all they contained, in 
one iciid rock of lava, undiftingQiihabiey 
and for ever inCsparabde, from it. The 
erufffion, which baried tiie cUy in dnders». 
earth, and aihes, has in iotne meafure pro- 
ferved it from dbe more deftrudive effedba 
of the fiery torrents which have ovefr- 
Hvhelmed ir fince. 

When we coafider that the intervals be*- 
tween thofe eruptions were (^i;ificiently long^ 
to allow a foil to be formed i3pon the har- 
dipned lava of eacb ; that a new city has beea 
afhaaliy buik on the lava of the lad eruption ;. 
and that the* ancient city is fvotn feventy to^ 
aoe hnndned feet beiow the prefent furfiice 
ef the earth ; we muft acknowledge it more 
&TprifiQg 4ihat aiiy, than that £» Jfew, of 
its orttatnentfi I;wtve b^eo receveied. At tb& 
beginning of the pnefent century, any body . 
would have imagined that the bufts, ftatuev 
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airid piAures" of 'Hercnlanevm liad - not a 
mu^h better ' chaHce, than the peffens they 
reprefcnt, of appearing again, within a few 
years, tipbn the firrface of this globe. 

The cafe is dillcrcnt with regard lo 
Pompeia. Thou^ it was not difbovered 
till abotlt twenty-five years ago, which is 
forty years alihoft after the difcovery of 
HerculaneCim, yet the prob;4>iltty was 
greatly in favour of its being difcovered 
fooner, for Pompeia has felt the eflefts of 
a' tingle eruption only ; it is not buried 
above twelve feet below the furfece of the 
'grou/jd,'*an4*thB earth; aflits; cinders, an4 
pumice flohes with which It is^ covered, ar6 
fo Bght, and fo little tfchadbtis, that they 
might be temoved With tio 'great tlffituh)'. 
If thfe attention of his Ndipblitan Majcfty 
were not engrofled with more important 
concerns, he might have the whole towfi 
uncovered in a very fhort fpace of time \ 
half the lazzaroni of Naples could complete 
the bufmefs in one year. Hitherto onl^ 
one ftfeet and a few detached buitdings are 
cleared ; the ftreet is well paved, with the 
lame kind of ftone of which the ancient 
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roads- are made^ narrow .caufeways are.raif^^ 
a foot and an .half on each, fade for the con^ 
veniency of foot paffengers. .The ftrcet 
itfelfy to my recolk£tion^ is not b broad as^ 
the narrawefUpartof the Strandj and is fup- 
pofed to have been inhabited ^by tradefpeople. 
The traces of wheels of carriages are to he 

• •* • « i « 

feen on the pavement^ the diftance between 
the traces is lefs than that between the wheek 
of a modern, pod^chaife^ I remarked this the 
more, as, on my firft viewing the ftrect, I 
doubted whether there was room for two 
modern coaches to pa(s each other. I 
plainly faw there was CuSicien,t rojo^n far 
two of the ancient chariots^ whofe wheels 
were of no greater di(l,ance than between the 
traces on the paven^eri^t. The houfes are 
{mall, and in a very^ different (lyje from'the 
modern Italian houfes ; for the former give 
an idea of neatnefs and conveniency. The 
flucco on the walls is hard as marble, (mooth 
and beautiful Some of the rooms are or- 
namented vvith paintings, moftly Cngle 
figures, reprefent^ng (bme animal ;. they are 
tolerably well executed, and on alittle water 
being thrown on them^ the colours appeac 
furprifingly frcih. 
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Mo ft of the houfes are built on the fame 
plan, and have one fmall room from the 
pSitCage, <vhich is conjeftured to have beert 
(he {hop, with a vtrindow to the ftr^et, and 
a place which feems to have been contrived 
for (hewing the goods to the greafefl advan* 
tage. The nature of the traffic carrftsd On at 
dne pa^rticular houfe, is- indicated by a figure 
in alto rcfievo of a Very expreffive kind, im-t 
rnediafely ab6ve the door. • ^ 

It is to be wiflicd they W'ould cover on6 
of the beft ht)ufes wfth a roof, as nearly re* 
fembling that which originally belonged to 
if as they could imagine, witb a complete 
affortment of the aatiqxie furniture of the 
kitchen and each particuhar roont. Such a 
houfe fitted up with accuracy and judgment, 
wirfiallits ntenfils and ornaments properly 
arranged, would bean objfeft of uriiverfal cu- 
riofity, and would fwell the heart of theanti* 
quariari with veneration atid dfelighf. Only 
imagine, my dear Sir, what thofe gentlemen 
muft feel, when they feerhe venerable habka- 
fions of the ancknts in their prefsnt mourftful 
condition^, negledied, defpifed, abandoned to 



the peJtHig$ of rain, and all the injuries of 
die weather I thofe preciau^ walb, which^ 
were it poiEble to tranijport them to th^ 
variouLs couatrie« of the world, would b^ 
bought yjkh avidity , and placed m the gat'* 
de9S of Princes I How muft the boTon^ c£ 
ftii IPMP virtuofos gLow with indignation^ 
^ben they heboid -the matUlons of the an* 
cient Roinaos ftripped of their ornanumts^ 
difhonoured^ and expofed, like a ptircel o^ 
ra^ed galley ilaves^ in the moft indecent 
manner^ with hardly any covering to their 
Dakednefs ;* while a little paltry brick houfe^ 
coming the Lord knows how, from a coun- 
try which men of tafte have ah^jrs defpifed, 
has been received with hofpttality, dteSisd in 

^ a fine coat of the richeft xnarhle, ad^x-neci 

with jewels and precious (tones, and treated 

with every mark of honourable diftin£lion 1 

In smother part of the town of Pompeia, 

there is a redbngular buildings with a 

' colonnade towards the court, foinething in 
the ilyle of the Royal Eiichange at London » 
but fmaller. This 1>as every appearancf 
of a barrack and guard-room ; the pillars 
are of brick^ covered with fhining flucco^ 
elegantly fluted ; the fcrawiings and drawings 



ftill viCble on the walls, are fuch as we 
might iiacurally expeft on the walls of i 
guard-rooni^ where foldiers are the defigners, 
and fwords the engraving tools. They confift 
of gladiators fighting, fome with each other, 
fpoie with wild beafts ; the games of the 
circus, as chariot races, wreOling, and the 
}ike; 9 few figures in caricatura, deligned 
probably by fome of the foldiers in ridicule 
of their companions, or perhaps of their 
officers ; and there are abundance of nameii 
infcribed on various parts of the wail, 
according to the univerfal euftom of the 
bumbled Candidates for fame In all ages and 
countries. It may be fafely afferted/ that 
none of thofe who have endeavoured to 
tranfmit their names to pofterity in this 
manner, have fuccceded fo well as the 
foldiers of the gaVrifon of Pompeia. 

At a confiderable diftance from the bar- 
rack, is a-building, known by the infcription 
upon it, for a temple of the goddefs Ifis ; 
there is nothing very magnificent in its 
appearance; the pillars are of brick, ftuccoed 
like thofe of tJie guard- room. The beft 
paintings, hitherto found at Fompeia, are 
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tbofe of this tempie; they have been cut out 
of the walls and removed to Portici. It was 
abfolutely neceffary ta do this with the 
pid^ures at Herculaneum, becaufe there they 
could UQt be ieen whhout the help of torches ; 
but herey where they could be feen by the 
light of the Sun, they would^ in my humble 
opinion, have appeared to more advantag^e^ 
and have had a better tStGt in the identical 
£tuation in which they were placed by the 
ancient artift. A few fiill remain, par- 
ticularly one, which is> confidered by tra- 
vellers as a great curioiity ; it is a fmalt 
view of a villa, with the gardens belonging 
to it. 

There is one houie or vHIa without the 
walls, on a much larger fcale than any of 
the others. In a large cellar, or vaulted 
gallery belonging to this houfe, there are 
a number of amphorae, or earthen veffels, 
arranged along the walls ;. mod of them filled 
with a kind of red fubftance, fuppofed to 
have been wine. This. cellar is funk about 
two-thirds below the furface of the ground, 
and is lighted by fmall narrow winxlows. I 
have called it gallery, becaufe it is about 



twelve feet in width, and is the whole length 
of two adjoining, fides of the fquare which; 
the villa forms* , It was uied not only as^ a 
repodtory for wine, ^ut alfo as a cool 
retreat for the family during. exceiTive hot 
weather. Some of this unfortunate family 
(ought fhetter iti- this place from the de« 
flrufiive fhowcr which overwhelmed the 
town. Eight fkeletons^ four beingthofe of 
children, were found here ; where they mufi 
have met a- more cruel and lingeiiDg deatli, 
than that which they £hunned. In one room^ 
the hody of a man was found with an- ax in 
the hand ;. it is probahle he had been en- 
deavouring to cut a paflage into the opea 
air; he had broken and pierced the wall^ 
but had expired before he could clear away 
the furrounding rubbifh. Fewfkeletons w-ere 
found in the (Ireers^ but a confiderable 
number ia the houfes. Before the decifive 
ihower felU which fniothered the inhabi- 
tants of this ill-fated city^ perhaps fuch 
quantities of a(lies> and cinders- were occa- 
fionally falling, as frightened, and. obliged 
them to keep within doors. 

h is impoffible to view thofe (keletons, imd 
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refle6l on this oreadful cataftrophe, wirhoDt 
horror an J compaffion. We cannot think 
of the inhabitants of a whole town being 
3eftroyed at once, without imagining that 
their fate has been uncommonly fevere. Bat 
are not the inhabitants of all the towns then 
exifting, of whom we think without any 
emotion of pity, as completely dead as thofc 
of Poriipeia ? And 'could we take them 
one by one, and confider the nature t>f 
their dearths, and the circumitances attemdmg 
that of each individual ; fbme deftroyed by 
painful bodily difeafes, fome by the torture 
of the executioner, fome bowed to the grave 
by the weight of accumulated for row, and 
the flow anguifli of a broken heart, after 
having fuffered the pangs of diffolution over 
and over again, in the death of thofc they 
loved ; afcer having beheld the dying agonies 
of their children ; cdfuld all this, I fay, ht 
appraifed, calculated, and compared, the 
balance of fufFering might not be. found 
with the inhabitants of Pompeia, biit rather 
with thofe of the contemporary cities, who, 
perhaps at that time, as we do now, la- 
mented its fevere fate. 
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LETTER LXI. 



As I £mi)tered along the Strafla Nuova iate^ 

ty, I ptttthfed a group of people liftening, 

with miich attention, to a perTbn mh^ iia* 

Tangoed tbeoi in a raifod folemn voice, and 

with^great gefticolation. I immediately made 

one of the ftuditory, wkidi incceafed every 

momeni!; men, women^ and chUdren bringing 

feats from the neighbouring hotifes, ob 

which dtey placed themfelves around the 

orator. He repeated Aanxas from Arioilo, ui 

a pompous recitattvo cadence, peculiar to thfe 

natives of Italy ; and he had a book in bis 

handy lo afSft his noemory when' it failed* 

He made accafional commentaries in profe, 

by way of bringing the Poet's expref&on 

nearer 10 the level of his hearer's capacities 

His ctoak huikg loofe from one ihoutder:; 

his right arm' was difehgagcd, for the piu>- 

pofes of oratory. Sometimes he waved it 

with a flow^ fmooth motion, which accorded 
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with the cadence of the verfes ; fomet'imes 
he prefied it to his breaft, to give energy ta 
the pathetic fentimeiils of the Poet. Now 
he gathered the hanging folds of the right 
£de of his cloak, and held them gracefully 
up, in imitation of a Roman fenator; and 
anon he fwung them acrofs his left fliotit- 
defy like a citizen of Naples. He humoured 
the ftaiiza by bis voice, which he could mo** 
dulate to the key of any paffion, from the 
boifterbus burfls of rage, to the foft notes of 
pity or love; But when he came to defcribe 
ihe exploits of Orlando, he trufted neither 
to the powers of his own voice, nor the 
'Poet^s genius; but throwing off his cloak, 
and gfafping. his cane, he ai!limed the war* 
fUke and ftern countenance of that hero; 
reprcfenting, by the moft animated aftion; 
how he; drove his fpear throughr the bbdies 
of fix of bis enemies at once ^ . the point at 
the fame time killing a feventb, who would 
alfo have remained- transfixed- with his> com- 
panions, if the fpear could have held more 
than &x n^a' of an ordinary fize upon it at 
a time. 
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Vide le genti'^ Kariiie, abbafl&'l'arta, 

Ed uno in quefla, e pofda un akro mcflc' 

E un altro^e un altrb, che fembrar dr pafl^ 

E fino a fei ve n*infilz6, 5^ II refle 

Tutii una Tancia V c pcrche' eFla non bafta 

Ferito fi che. di: quel colpo muare*^ 

This (lanza our declaimer had no occafion 
to commeot upon, a& Ariofto has thought 
fit to ill u fixate it in a manner which Teemed 
highJy to the tafle of this audience. For, 
in ih^. v^rfe imnxedi^tcly. fol jow^ig, Qi lapda 
is compared ta a man killing frpgs in 
.marflxy.grayiid^with a bow and arrow naade 
for thji,^ purpose ; an. amufement very 
jcomiQQiip in Italy, and ftill more fo in 
Fraxicc*. 



* The knight- of Aglantnow ha»«oachM'hU spear, 
Where cloaelj prest the men and arms appear : 
Pirst onHf and then, another> helpless dies; 
- Thro' six at once the laQce impetoous flies, 
. And in the seventh inflicts so deep a wound, 
Th^t ffpn« h« towbles lifeless to die grt^und. 

Hqqlz. 
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Non oMrinpenJeJi^ll'jeftrcma arena .. ~ . 
Veggiam le raae de' canali e fofle 
Dtl caoto^cier ae i Janchi^ e nella fcluriKr 
'X'«ii>a vicina ajr j^ltera cfler percofle. 
Ne dalla f;^cisL )$n cbe tqtta pieoa 
](ik>n fia da t^incwo all' altero effer rlmoile.*' 

•■> '-' ' . • IT > ;: •> i ,: L. . ' . • . 

I muft h(rj¥&rhMb^WH ^ffifenee'*e'juftice 
to acknow'fedge, Vhatt^lwy. fecmedwfedihe 
pathetic and fublirae, as well as the ludicrous 
parts of the ancient bard.' 

This pradlice of rehearfing the vcrfes of 
Ariofto, TaBb, and other poets, in the ftreel', 
1 have not obferved in any' ottiier towrn rf 
taly ; and I am told it is lefif 'common fidrc 
tlian it was formerly. ' f rdn^mber iti'deefl, 
at Venice, to have frequently* feeri-trtountc- 
banks, who gained their livelihood 6y amtrf- 
ing the popufape" at St. Mark's Place with 
wonderful and romantic (lories in profc.— 
*' Liilen, GentJeraen," faid one of them ; 
^^ let me 'Ccave ymkx actentiooi, -y^e bea«tifai 

• ' '^' ' . . o.. * 

Wc see an are%er aSay^lie^reakkig rao« 
With pdintetl arrow. Bar tfe« «iaQg1iter leave, 
'TiU tile ftiM weaptm taa »o more Tel:eiv«« 

Hoots. 
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'* and virtiioas ladies -, I baiw fonoething 

equally af&tSiag and wonder£bl lo ^1 

you ; a ftnmge and ftupeodem adventar^y^ 

'* which happened to a gallant knight" «-^ 

Perceiving that this did 4>ot fuficiently in- 

tereft the hearers, he exaked his voic9» 

calling out that his Knight vras iino Cavat- 

liero Chriftiana The audience ieem«d ftiU 

a littje fluiSluating* He raifed bis voice a 

note higher, telling theoi that this Cbrifltiati 

Knight was one of their own Vtdiorious 

coun<rym^, ** un* Ecoe Veneziaaa*' This 

fixed ^lem i and he proceeded to trelate hom 

the JCnighc, goi^g to joini the ChriAitit 

army, which was on its march to recover the 

Sepnjchre of Chrift from the hands of tibe 

infidels, loft his way in a vaft woiod, and 

wandered at kr^th to a caAle» an which -a 

lady of tranfcenicQt beauty 'was kept pri- 

foner by a gigantic Saracen, who having 

failed in all his endeavours to gain the heart 

of this peeriefs damfei, refolved to graiify 

his pai&on by force ; and had aAually began 

the horrid attempt, when the ihrieks of 

this chafle maiden reached the ears of the 

Venetian hero ; wbo^ ever ready to relieve 
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virgins in dtftrefs, riifhed into the apartment 
from whence th^ cries ifiued. The bratal 
ravifher, alarmed at the noife, quits the 
ftruggling lady, at the very inftant when 
her ftrength began to fail ; draws his flaming 
Tword ; and a dreadful combat begins be- 
tween him and the Chriftian Knight, who 
performs miracles of courage and addrefs in 
refifting the blows of this mighty giant, till 

• his foot unfortunately flipping in the blood 
•which flowed on the pavement, he fell at 

the feet of the Saracen, who immediately 
fei^ing the advantage which chance gave 
him, raifed his fword with all his might, 

• and Here the orator's hat flew to the 
ground, opeft to receive the contributions 

.oftheJifteners ; and he continued repeating, 
** raifed his fword over the head of the 
5f Chriflian Knight" — " raifed his bloody, 
** murderous brand, to deftroy your noble, 
** valiant countryman.** — Bui he proceeded 
no farther iH; his narrative, till all who 
feemed interefled in it had thrown fomething 
into the hat. He then pocketed the money 
with great gravity, and went on to inform 
them^ that at this critical moment^ tbe Lady 
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feeing the danger which threatened her de- 
liverery redoubled her prayers to the Blefled 
Mary, who, a virgin herfelf, is peculiarly 
attentive and propitious to the prayers of 
virgins. ' Jaft as the Saracen's fword was 
defcending on the head' of the Venetian, a 
large bee flew, quick :is thought, in at the 
window, ftung the former very fmartly on 
tlie left temple, diverted the blow, and gave 
the Chriftian Knight tiftie to recover him- 
felf. The fight then recommenced with 
frefti fury ; but, after the Virgin Mary had 
taken fuch a decided part,* you may believe 
it wras no match. The iiffidcl foon fell dead 
at the feet of the Believer. But who do 
you think this beautious maiden was, on 
whofe account the combat had begun } Why* 
no other than the fifter of the Venetian 
Hero. —.-This young lady had been ftolen 
from her father*s houfe, while fhc v^ras vet 
a child, by an Armenian merchant, who 
dealt in no other goads than women. He 
concealed the child ttU he found means to 
carry her to Egypt ; where htf kept her in 
bondage, with other young girls, till the age 
of fifteen, and then fold hei: to the Saracen. 



>. 
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I do net exa£kiy remember whether the re- 
cDgmtion between die bretfier atncl fifter was 
made out by meams of a mole on tbe yowig 
hdy*& neck, or by a brac^ on her sirm^ 
whkrh, with fome other of tier mother's 
jewels^ happened to tteifl htt pocket when 
ihe wa« ftoleA ; but m whatever manner 
this caiae about, tbefe was the greateft joy- 
on the happy occaiiGfn ; 9rA thie lady jioined 
the army with her brdther, and one of 
the Cbr)ftiaa commaEiders fell in love with 
her, and their nuptials were iblemnized at 
Jeriaiaieiii ; and they rbtorned to Venice, 
aiid had a ^ry Numerous family^ of the 
fiileil diiidren yoa ever bdidd« 

At Rome, thofe ftreet-orators fqcnetimes 
entertain thcjir audience with tnteredin^ 
pafiages of real hiftory. I remember having 
lie^trdone, in p^rtkutar, give a full and^rue 
account h¥w the bloody headkn emperor 
Nerp iet fire to the city of Rome, and (at 
at a window, of his golden polaoe, playing 
on a harp, wJb»le the town was iii flames. 
After whidb the Hiftorian proceeded to re* 
k|e, bow this^ unnatosral emperor murdered 
his own- mother } and he oonclodod by giving 
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the aix^^flfCQ^ f^isfa^tion of heaiing a par- 
fooaisLt/.dttailiot aU die; ignominious cir- 
camftajlccs aHeiiding the . murderer's own 
death. .: 

.Thi» bofini^ of ^reet-ocatoj-y,. while it 
MnufiBrtfaepqp^iilac^'aiid keeps them from 
Ids innooeiu: aiid more expeivfive paftimes, 
gvres th«ixi^v9l ^ fainie time fome general 
iileas of.hiftory* Street oiators, . therefore, 
are ai mK^e^.iifefal (et of men than another 
cbfty >of w^]i^i€h,^))|^e*aref}umbersr at Rome, 
idkft» .eatHirtf^n^.ciOfnpanies.. wilh extepipora- 
n«*NW5 ltf«r(fs Mpn^. an,y givep. • fiibjeS. , The 
laft/iH:«i ^Ued Improyif;^tqri ;. and fome 
people afdnfiire thefe perfprrnances greatly. 
For Qny own part, I am too poor a judge 
of.Qh^ Italian,, langu^e eii^her.to admire or 
coqdeiBn them ; but, from the nature of 
ih^ thing,. I j(bould jmagine they are but 
i»4iffsreAt* - It is-faid, that the Italian is 
peeuli&rly calculated for poetry, and that 
vbi'(es ^naay I bp paa^.with pipre facility in 
ibisudftan ya any other languagie. It may 
be <mi9r^' eafy^ to ^4"^ (mpotiy lines, and 
nftke i^eip tern^te injrhipe m Italian^ 
a^m • in^ any langjwgc ^; but fo- compofe 

»T • ' * 
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verfei with all the qualities elfetitial ta<good 
poetry, I itnagine Icrfare and loiig^rbflcaioii 
are reqiiifite. fndecdl undpfftgind;' from 
thofe who arc judges, that thofe extempore 
compofitions of iHc Iniprevifetori -are 'in 
general Wt meati pWdn^ioWsrcottfiftirtg^ 
^ few firifomc compltmeiits tbtkeTCompahy, 
and fome comtnon-plafce -<*fefvatiwis, p«t 
into rhime, on the fubjeS pr'6{>ofed. There 
is, however, a lady *of an aihiabfle charadiefp 
Signora Gorilla, whofe exteitopiorc? prodac-' 
tions-, which Ihe' repeats iii'^hd^mdft'graocfel 
manner, are adiiii'rfed bjr •pe6i>le ^f ft&l isiftc; 
While we wei-e at Rom6,'th« tad^ iSnadeiitt 
appearance one evening at ' the^<»6ferably^ of 
the Arcadi, which charmed 'a very nuiHercms 
company ;' and of which ouf friehd Mr. 
Ramfay has given me'fach'an accotftfet as 
makes nie regret thSt I was not prefeiit 
After riiuch intfeafty/a fufejeft bcin|^gtVi-iS 
Ihe begani accompanfed' by two ' Vitilift^; 
iand fung her 'tihpkmeki*ited^Ulrai«s -iWith 
great variety of thought 'and 'elcgfemfecof 
language. * The whole of her pe^fdfmsrnce 
lafted above an hour,' with thre^ or 'four' 
paiiieV of^ilbout five niiriutes eslth/ whrch 

feemed 



feemed neceSbry^ more thtt: fhe mi^t reoo^^ 
btr itrengtb and yoiccwthim (otteceik&jsQ^f 
lor that genti^svan faid, thafit ActthtngeopU 
liave more the arr of infpkatioQ, "orrinrbttt 
we are told of At PythidR Profihctofs^ Aft 
her firft (etting out^ her tnanininr.'was fedati^ 
oi rafther cold ; bat grddoaliy: Becomiif 
inimatedy ber voice r^rfe^ Insir eyes fpsckledli 
and the rapidity and be^ia^ty of bet ex|)refi- 
fions and id;e;(s feeifyed ibperaatorah Sixi 
at la(t called on another nfeinte'r of t]» 
feciety ta fing aftewKiteif irhh her, which 
he compiled wkh ; but Mp. Ram&y thooghf^ 
though they weic Areadei amBcy dbcy wcsfe 
tiy flO" means tantare ^«»* .* 

Naples is celebrated for due fineft ojpeili 
jn Eorope. This bowflevnv ha)»pem :not no be 
the 'feafon irf'^f et^rminl^; tet the conodnoil 
fiedfte cAj«>y ^^^^ dpeiw at att fcaA^nft 
Lrttte eoneerfs ^ vOdat jmd isiftrunsentsil 
mufic mt heardevtfry t4mv^gm the Strada 
Nucva, the dnaeai the S«»ida. di Tcifedo^ 
4fld o>dierftreei5 ; andiyouif^ meipand ^omtf 
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* Batb Arcadians^ bi|t not e^ually^ ildlt^Gf^ lit 
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are feen dancing to the mufic of ambulatory 
performers ail along this delightful bay. To 
a mere !fpe<%itor, the amufements of the 
common people afford more delight than 
thofe of the great ; hecaufe they feem to be * 
more enjoyed by the otie clafs, than by the 
ether. This is the cafe every where, except 
Jn France ; where the high appear as happy 
-as thofe of middle rank, and the rich are 
.very near as merry as the poor. But m 
;moft other countries, the people of great 
rank and fortune, though they ilock to 
^svcry ..kind of entertainment, from not 
Jcnowing vvhat to do with themfelves, yet 
feem to enjoy them lefs than thofe of in* 
ferior rank and fortune. ' 
' The Englifb particularly are faid to be 
in this predicament. This may be- true ia 
fome degree ; though I imaging there is 
more appearance than reality in it ; owing 
to ati abfurd affe£btion of indifference, or 
what the French call nonchalance^ which has 
prevailed of late years. A few ihfipij 
charadlers in high life, whofe internal 
yacancy leads them to, feek amufemen^ in 
public places/ and whofe infenfibility pr^. 



tentt them from finding it, have probably 
brought this appearance of a want of all 
enjoyment into falhion. Thofe.who wifli 
to be thought of what ts called the tonp 
imitate the maWkiA infipidity of their fa« 
f)eriors m rank, and imagine it diftinguifhes 
ihem from the vulgar, to fupprefs all the 

 

natural expreffions of pity, joy, or admi- 
ration, and to feem, upon all occafions, (a 
a ftate of complete apathy. — Thofe amiable 
cre;ttures frequent public places, that it may 
be faid of them, ^ey are not as other men 
4tre. You will fee them occafionally at the 
|)layhoufe, placed in the boxes, like fo many 
bufts, with unchanging features ; and while 
the reft of the audience yield to the emotions 
excited by the poet and the aftors, thofe 
men of the ton preferve the moft dignified 
jferenity of countenance ; and, except that 
they, from time to time, pronounce the 
jwords Pfhofw / and Btuff!* — one would 
think them the exprefs reprefentativcs of 
the Pagan gods, who have £yes but do not 
fee^ and ears but do not hear, 

I know not what may be the cafe at the 
, buit J can aflure you there are none 
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of thof^ bufts among thct auditoflcS which 
the flreet-perfonncrs at Naples gather around 
tbeai» I few very lately a large clufter of 
men, women^ ^i chiidron* eatertairved to 

I the higheft degree, and to^ all Appearance 

i nKide exipeedmgly happy, by a po&r fellow 
Mi\th a paik OQ his face:» snid ft gi^ltar in his 

I hands. He afTenabled hi& audkftce by the 
Jongs he fung to the qnufic of bjs inilramoQt* 
^and by a thou&nd n^rry ftories* he toU 

\ ^bem with tofinite drpllery^ Th« ^SaxAij 
was in an ppen p^lace^ &ci«g the bay* 2mA 
.near the palace^ The. old womeu fat liAenifigi 
.^vith their dtdafi^^ fpinnitig a. kind of Coarfe 
.flax^ and wetting their thread with, ther 
fpittle; their graod«childresi (piawled atthfiir 
feeltjr amufed with the twilling of the (pknUob 
The naen and their wives, (he youths afid 
their miftrefles, fat in a circle, with their 
.eyes fixed on. the mvtfician« who , kept fhem. 
langhing&r a.^eat part ^ tbt livening yrMk 
his ftoties, which he enli veiled QecadlolistUy 
.with tiuies^. upon ^he.guit^r^ At Mngrf% 
when the conevpany wa$ oioft nftmeroa^ 
9t^d at the higheA piich of-gQod.huQr.^ur, 
be fuddenly fulled Qff his maik>.. laid dcnfs 
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his gtwtar^ iattd' ^<5pttt%d ^ tiule bdx which 
ftood before him, ^ncl a<ldrefitd the audience' 
(n the f(»lloiving words, as literally as I can 
tranfiate them : — ** Ladies and gentlemen, 
thefre is a time for aH things ; we have 
had eftough of jetting ; innodent mirth is 
" excellent for the health of the body, but 
** other things are requifite for the health 
•* of the foul. I will now, t^ith your 
*•* permtAion, my honourable maders and 
** m'fftrefles, entertain you with fomethin^ 
^* fei4ous, and of infinitely greater impot- 
^* tance; fometWng for which all of yott 
'* will have reafon toUefs me as long as yoii 
^ live.'*^ Here he Aiook out of a bag a 
great number of little lea(}en crucifixes.~ 
•* I am juft come from fhe Holy Houfe of 
^* Loretto, my fellow cbriftians," continued 
he, ** on purpofe to furnifh you with thofe 
'*♦ Jewels, more precious than all the gold of 
** Peru, and all the pearls of the ocean. 
Now, my beloved brethren and fifters, 
you are afraid that I (hall demand a prizb 
-*• for thofe facred cfoffes, far above your 
** abilities, and fomethingcorrefpond^ntwkh 
^* their value, by way of indemnification for 
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*' the fatigise and'ex pence ofdielongJMri^y 
^ which I have made. on; your accounty all 
•* the way from the habitation of the Blefled 
•* Virgin to this thrice renowned city of 
*^ Naples, the riches and liberality of whofe 
*^ inhabitants are celebrated all over the 
•* globe. No, my generous Neapolitans; 
'^ I do not y/\{h to take the advantage of 
'* your pious and liberal difpo£tion$. I will 
** not a{k for thofe invaluable crucifixes (ati 
*' of which, let me inform you, have touched 
the foot of the holy image of the Blelle4 
Virgin, which was formed by the hands 
*' ol" St. Luke ; and, moreover, each of themi 
** has been fbakenin theSantiffima Scodella-^ 
** the facred porringer in which the Virgin 
made the pap for the ini&nt Jefus) ; I wiU 
not, I fay, aflc an ounce of gold, no not 
even a crown of filver; my regard for 
** you is fuch, that I fhall let you have 
" them for a penny a-piece.*' 

You muft acknowlec^e, my friend, that 
this morfel of eloquence was a very great 
pennyworth ; and when we recollefk the 
fums that fome of Our acquaintance re- 
f^ive for their oratory, though they never 
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efnzld produce fo pathetic a fpecimen^ yoa 
I9<rili naturaUy conclude, that eloquence is a 
much rarer commodity in England than in- 
Italy. 



LETTER LXm 

r 
1 

X HAVE made two yifits to Mount Vefi»* 
Yius, the firft in company with your ac^ 
quaintance Mr. Nifbet. . Leaving the car« 
riage at Hercalaneum, we mounted, rouler^ 
and were attended by three men, whofe bu- 
Cnefs it is to accompany ftrangers up the 
mountain. Being anived at a hermitage, 
called 11 Salvatore, we fouiid the road fo 
broken and rough, that we thought proper 
to leave the mules at that place, which is 
inhabited by a French hermit. The poor 
mau muft.have a very bad opinion of nun- 
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kind, ])0 cbapk Uie mouth of Mount VeTa^ 
Yias far his ocareft i^etghbour, in preference 
toi their ibctely* From the hermitage we 
walked over various fields of lava, whicb 
have bur (I out at difFerent periods. Thefe 
feemed to be per-fedlly well known to our 
guides, who mentioned their different dates 
as we palTed. The latcft appeared; before 
we left Rome, about two months ago ; it 
was, however, but inconfiderable in com- 
parifon of (Other eruptions, thi^re having 
been no burfting of the crater, or of the fide 
of the mountain, as in the eruption of 1767, 
fo well defcribed by Sir William Hamilton j 
but only a boiling over of lava from the 
-mouth of the volcano* and that not io 
txceffive quantity ; for it had done no da* 
usage to the vineyards or cultivated parts of 
the mountainy having reached no farther 
than the old black lava on which foil hod 
30t as yet been formc^J. I was furprifcd to 
fee this lava of (he laft eruption dill fmoking, 
and in fome places, where a confiderable 
quantity was confined in a kind of deep 
path like a dry ditch, and fliaded from the 
light of the Sun» it appeared of a glowing r^ 
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colofur. In other places, notwitbftanding 
its being ptrfe&iy black and folid, it ftill 
retailed fach a degree of heat, that we could 
not ftand, up0n it for any confLderaUc time^ 
but vv^re obliged very frequeatly ta ftcp 
on the ground, or on older lava, to cool our 
feet. We had advanced a good way on a 
large piece of the lateft lava, which wa6 
perfeSly black and hard, and fcemed cooler 
th^n the reft ; while from thtaiwd looked at 
a ftream of liquid lava,- v^hich^Hjowed 
fluggiflily ' alpug a h^Uow way at feme 
diftancei. I accidentally threw my eyes 
below my feet, and perceived fomething. 
which mightily difcompofed my contem- 
plations. This was a fmalL ftream of the 
fame ttiatter, gliding to one: fide from beneath 
^e blaoc cruft on which we flood. The 
.idea of this croft giving way, and our finking 
into \he glowing liquid wiiich it covered, 
jmade o$ (hift ow ground with great preci*- 
pitation ; which one of our guides obferving, 
he called out, '^ Animo, animo, Signori I '* 
and immediately jumped on the incruftation 
which we had abandoned, and danced above 
it, to fhew that it was fuiBciently ftrong, 
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and that we had no reafori to be afraid. 
We afterwards threw large ftone$. of the 
iieavieft kind we could find, into this rivulet, 
ion whofe furface *they floated like cork in 
water ; and on thrufting a ftiek into the 
-fiream, il required a confiderable exertion 
of ftrength to make it enter* About this 
time the day began to overeaft ; this de-> 
ilroyed our hopes of enjoying the view frona 
the top of the mountain, and we were not 
. tempted to afcervd any > farther. 

Some time afterf I went to the fummrt 
;with another party ; — but I think k fair ta 
inform you^ that I have nothing new to fay 
on the fubje(^ of volcanos, ttor any philofo* 
pfaical remsuiks to make upon lavas. I have 
iio guefs of what time may be neCefiEiry for 
the formation of foil, nor»do I know wbe- 
ther it accumulates in a regular prbgreffion, 
Or is accelerated or retarded by variotis accis- 
dents which may lead us into in&nite errors^ 
, when we calculate time by fuch a rule. I 
have not the fmalleft wifli to infinuate that 
the world is an hour older than Mofes 
makes it ; becaufe I imagine thofe gentlemen 
.whole calculations differ from his^ are very 
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nearly as liable to be miftaken as he was; 
becaufe an attempt to prove it more ancient^ 
can be of no ferviceto mankind ; and finally, 
becaufe uniefs it could at the fame time be 
proved that the world has acquired wifdoin 
in proportion to its years, fuch an attempt 
conveys an oblique reflection on its cha« 
ra£ter ; for many follies may be overlooked 
and forgiven to a world of only five or fix 
thoufand years of age, which would be quite 
unpardonable at a more advanced period of 
exlftence. Having forevvarned you that I 
Ihall treat of none of thofe matters, but 
(imply defcribe what I faw, and me|itioi|, 
perhaps, a few incidents, none of which, I 
confefs, are of great importance, I leave it 
in your choice to afcend the mountain with 
me, o|; not, as you pleafe* 

Having proceeded on mules as far as. on 
the former occafion, we walked to that part 
jof the rnountain which is almofl perpen- 
dicular. This appears of no great height, yet 
thofe who have never before fittempted thi$ 
afcent, fatigue themfelves here much more 
jthan during all the reft of the journeyt 
notwidiftanding their being, affifted by laying 
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hold of the behs which the guides wear dbout 
their waifts for that purpofe. This part of the 
mountain appearing mach fborter than it 
really is, people are tempted to make a violent 
efibrt, in the expe6tation of furmounting the 
difficuhy at once ; but the cinders, a(hes, and 
'other drofly materials giving way, the foot 
generally finks back two^thirds of each (lep ; 
fo that, beiides the height being greater than 
it appears, you have all the fatigue of as- 
cending a hill three times as high as this is 
in reality. Thofe, therefore, who fet out to^ 
briikly at firft, and do not hufband thetr 
flrength at the beginning, have reafon to 
repent their imprudence, being obliged t^ 
throw many a longing look, and make many 
a fruitlefs vow, before they, with the 
wretched guide who lugs them along, can. 
arrive, panting and breathlefs, at the lop j 
like thofe young men who, having wafted 
their vigour in early exceffes, and brought 
on premature oW age, link themfelves to 
feme i]i-£}ted woman, who drags thenrv^ 
tcimcnring ^nd tormented, to the gravei 
" Thofe who wifli to view Mount Vefuvlus 
to the g^ eaieft advantage, muft begin thetf 



expedition in. the evening; and the darker 
the fucceeding night happens to be^ fo much 
the better. By the time oar company 
had arrived at the top of the mountain^ 
there was hardly any other light than that 
which iiTued by interrupted flalhes from the 
volcano. _ 

Excloflve of thofe periods when there are 
a^ual eruptions, the appearance and quantity 
t>f what iffues firom the mountain are very 
various ; fometimes, for a long fpace of time 
together, it feems in a ftate of almoft perfe<9: 
tranquillity ; nothing but a fmall quantity of 
fmoke afcendtng from the volcano, as if that 
va(l magazine of fuel, which has kept it alive 
ibr fo many ages, was at laft exhaufted, and 
nothing remained but the dying embers; 
then, perhaps^ when leaft expedled, the 
cloud of fmoke thickens, and is intermixed 
with flame ; at other times, quantities of 
pumice flone and aftics are thrown up with 
a kind of htfling noife. For near a week the 
mountain has been more turbulent than at 
any time (inoe the fmall eruption, oi' rather 
boiling over of lava, which took place aboutl^ 
two months ago ; and whilo~we remained ac' 
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the top, the explofions were of fufficient ini-^ 
portance to fatisfy oar curioilty to the utmoft^ 
They appeared much more confitierable there 
than we had imagined while at a greater 
diftance ; each of them was preceded by a 
noife like thunder within the mountain i 21 
column of thick black fm#ke then iffued out 
with great rapidity, followed by a blaze of 
flame ; and immediately after, a fhower of 
cinder^ and aflies, or red hot (lones, were 
thrown into the iky. This was fucceedcd by 
a calm of a few minutes, during which 
nothing iffiied but a moderate quantity of 
fmoke and flame, which gradually increafedji 
and terminated in thunder and explofion as 
before. Thefe accefTes ^nd intervals con^ 
tinued with varied force while we remained^r 
When we firft arrived, our guides placed 
US at a reafonable diflapce from the mouth 
of the volcano, and on the fide from which 
the win4 came, fo that we were no way in- 
commoded by the' fmoke. In this iituatioa 
the wind alfo bore to the oppofite fide the 
cinders, afhes, and other fiery fubftances, 
which were thrown up; and we ran no 
danger of being hurt, except when the. 



\ 



cxpTofion was very violent, and when red 
hot ft ones i and fucb heavy fubftarice^, Werc^ 
thrown like iky-rockets, with a great noife 
and prodigious force, into the air ; and even 
thefe make fach a ilaraing appearance, and 
take fo much time in defcending, that they 
are eafily avoided. 

Mr. Brydone, in bis admirable account of 

Mount ^tna, tells us, he was informed that^ 

in an eruption of that mountain, large rocks 

of fire were difcharged, with a noife much 

more terrible than that of thunder ; that the 

perfon who informed him, reckoned from 

the time of their greateft elevation till they 

reached the ground, and found they took 

twenty-one feconds todefcend ; from whence 

he concludes their elevation had been feven 

tfaoufiindifeet* Thisunqocfiionably required 

a power at projedidn; feif fuperior to what 

Vefuvius has been known to exert. He 

himfelf hieafured the height of the explofions 

of the latter by the fame rule ; and theftonei 

thrown the higheft, never took above nine 

feconds to defcend; which, by the lame 

method of calculating, fhews they had riferi 

4o.littlemQre than |;Velve hundred feet.-» 
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A pretty tolerable height, and might have 
fatisfied the ambition of Vefuvius, if the 
ftones of i£tna had not been faid . to have 
mounted fo much higher* Bat before fuch 
an eiceflive fuperiority rs granted to the 
latter, thofe who are acquainted with 
Mr. Brydone will recollcStf that they have 
his own authority for the one fs^^ and 
that of another perfon for the other. T 
After having remained fome time at the 
place where they were poAed by the guides^ 
our company grew bolder, as they became 
more familiarifed to^c obje£t. Some made 
the circuit of the volcano, ^nd by that meant 
increafed the ri(k of being wounded by the 
ftones thrown out. Your young friend Jack 
was a good deal hurt by a fall, as he ran to 
avoid a large portion of fome fiery fubftanoe; 
which ifeemed to be: falling dmStly on his 
head. 

i Confidering the raih and frollcfome did 
pofition of Ibroe who viilt this mountain^ 
it is very remarkable that fo few fatal acci» 
dents happen. I have heard of yoong Eng** 
liih gentlemen betting who (hould venture 
iartbeft;. or remain loi^geft, neai: thcmc^ulli 
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of the volcano, A very dreadful event had 
nearly taken place while our company re* 
mained. The bank, if it may be fo called, 
on which fome of them had ftood when 
they looked into the volcano, at^ually fell 
in before we left the fummit of the moun- 
tain. This made an imprei&on on all pre* 
fent, and inclined them to abandon fo trea- 
cherous a neighbourhood. The deep hill 
ctf djofs and cinders, which we had found it^ 
fo difficult to afcend, we defcended in a 
twinkling ; but, as the night was uncom- 
monly Jark, we had much trouble in pafling 
over the rough valley between that and the 
Hermitage, near which the mules waited. I 
ought to be afliamed, however, to mention 
the fatigue of this expedition; for two la- 
dies, natives of Geneva^ formed part of the 
company. One of them, big with child, 
accompanied her faufband as far as the Her- 
mitage, and was then with difficulty per- 
fuaded to go back ; the other adlually went 
to the fummit, and returned with the reft of 
the company. 

. Before we fet out for Naples, we were 
refrefhed, at a little iqa at the bottom of tbf 
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tnountain, with fome glaffes of a very 
rous and palatable wine, .called Lachriftut 
Chrifti\ and experienced the truth. of what 
an Italian Poet obferved, that the eiFe(^s o£ 
thi9 wine form a flrong contrad wUk its 
oame : 

Chi fu, ne Contadini il ^A indifcreto, 

Che ^ (btgottir la gente» 

Diede nome dolente, 
Al vin, che fopra ogn' altro il cuor tk lieto? 
Lachrima dunque appeliarafii un' rifo«. 
Farto dl nobiliffima vindema.:*^ 



LETTER LXIII. 

Y 
OUR account of our friend's ftate of 

health gives me much concern ; the itlore, 

as I cannot approve the change he has made 

* What inconsiderate fellow, tb terrify people, 
could Brst give the monmFul name of tears to that 
Wine which, above all others, renders the hei^f 
|kd; and excites €heerfttla«a» ? 



Ufa phyfician. You fay, the do6lor, under 

Whofe care he is at prfefent, has employed 

his mind fo entirely in medical refearcjies, 

that he fcarcely difp lays a grain of common 

fenfe, when the converfation turns on any 

other fubjedl ; and that, although he feemt 

opiniatlve, vain, and oftentatious in his pro- 

fcffion, and full of falfe and abfurd ideas ifi 

the common afiairs of life,^ yet he is a very 

able phyfician, aiid has performed many 

wonderful cures. Be affured, my dear Sir, 

that this is impoSible ; for medical fkill is 

Hot like the rod of an enchanter, which may 

be found accidentally, and which transfers 

its miraculous powers iAdifcriminately to 9 

blockhead or a man of fenfe. The number 

of weak, goffipping men, who have made 

fortunes by this profeffion, do not prove the 

contrary, I do not fey that men of that 

kind cannot make fortunes; I only aflei;t 

they are not the moft likely to cure difeafes. 

An interefl with apothecaries, nurfes, and a 

few talkative old ladies, will enable them to 

do the firft ; but a clear underftanding, and 

a confiderable /hare of natural fagacity, are 

qualities efientially neceflary for the f^conc^ 
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and for every bvfmefs which requires re«* 
fledtion. Without chcfe, falfc inferences 
\vill be drawn from experience iufelf; an4 
learning will tend to confirm a man in his 
errors, and (o render him more completely 
i costcomb. 

. The profeiIk>n of phyGc is that» of aU 
others^ in which the gcmerality ^f man* 
kind have the feweft lights, by which tli^)^ 
can difctern th^ abiiiiits of its profet&rs \ be« 
faufe the lludies which lead to it are more 
^ut of theroad ^f ufual education, and thts 
pra^ice more enveloped in technkal ttrmi 
»nd bierogiypbical figni. But I imaging 
^e fafeft criteri<in by which tnen, who 
have not been bred to that profqfiion> can 
form a judgment of tlwfe \Ao have, is^ 
the decree of fagacity and penetratioit 
they difcover on fub}ei^s equally open 
to mankind in general, ^and which ought 
to be underftood by all who live xsx fo^ 
ciety. You do not mention particularly 
what has been prefcribed by either; only 
that the former phyfician feemed to rely 
almoft entirely on exercife and regimen^ 
fvhereas the prefent jQatters our friend with 



« Tpccdy cure, by the help of the Pcc^ 
4oraI and Baliamic medicin^k which he or- 
ders in fuch abundance ; and which he de« 
claires a^e fo efficacious in pulmonary ewi^ 
fxmptims:, 

HftviMg hmented with you the mournful 
tiv«nts whkh retider ihe name of that dtfeafe 
peculiarly alarming to you, and knowing 
yoiir friendly JfolidtuJe about Mr. '    — , 
I do n^t w^ndsgt at your eariref! defire to 
knew foriiethittg of the naKure of a difterapcr 
with wfccb \it is threatened, "iLtt^ which hai 
pfoved fatal to io mimy of our friends. Bat 
1 am fufprifed that you have not chofen a 
0)ore enlightened in(lru<!%(>r, when you have 
fo many aiouvid you. Though c^mfeious 
that I have llo juft claim to aH the obliging 
i?xp4reffions which youi^ partidft^* to my opi^ 
niocis has prompt^fd yoti to make vrfe^, yet 
i am too mucb Mtsfed by fooFie of them^, 
ti^ rcfofe complying with your requcff. 
My fenilmetiFfSY fadi as they are, will at 
Icaft have the -merit of bemg clearly triidert 
ftood, I iflfcaB obfetve yotri* prohrbltibh,-n<it 
fp refer yon to any medical book j anJ'ftra! 
car^Hy <atbid Ml -technical -terms, whfcfe 
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yoa fo much abominate* With regard td 
your fliewing my Letter to any of the fa- 
culty ; if yoa find yourfelf fo inclined, I 
have not the fn^alleft obje£tion ; for thofe 
who have the greateft knowledge in their 
profeffion, are bell acquainted with its un- 
certainty, and moft indulgent to the ixii£- 
takes or errors of others^ 

Alasy my friend ! how is it poflible that 
phyficians ihould avoid miftakes ? If the 
ibleft mechanic were to attempt to remedy 
the irregular movements of a watch, while 
he remained ignorant of the ftru^re and 
manner of a£ling of fome of the principal 
ip rings, would he not be in danger of doing 
Jiarm inf^ead of ^od ? Phyficians are in the 
£tuation of fuch a mechanic ; ftr, although 
it is evident that the nerves are" the organs of 
motion and fen(ation, yet their (lru£ture is 
not known* jSome anatomifts aflbrt .they 
are impervious cords ; others, that they are 
flender tubes, containing a fluid. But what 
Jthe nature of this fluid is ; whether it ferves 
Aniy to nourifh the nerves them&lves, or is 
the medium by lyhich they convey feeiing 
Md the power of motion to other partS| i| 
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not afcertained even by thofe who argue for 
its exiffence'; far lefs is it explained in what 
manner ideas, formed within the brain, can, 
by the means of folid cords, or by a fluid 
contained in tubes, communicate motion at 
pleafure to the legs and arms;. We are 
ignorant why the will, which has no inflo* 
ence over the motion of an animal's hearty 
ihould find the feet obedient to her di£Utes ; 
and we can no more estplain how a man caa 
move one leg over the other by volition, or 
the mere a£l of willing, than how he could, 
by the fame means, move OflTa on the trop 
of Olympus^ The one happens every mo* 
ment, the other would be confidered as a 
miracle ; but they are equally unaccountable. 
While part# To infinitely eflfential to life are 
not under flood, in (lead of being furprifed 
that fo many difeafes baffle the (kill of the 
phyfician, we have more reafon to be ailo^ 
niihed that any can be alleviated or cured by 
his art. 

The pen of the fatirift, no doubt, may be 
fairly aimed againft the prefumption and 
ignorance of m?ny iiidiyiduals of this, a$ of 
every other profeffiou j but icannot wit]^ 



jttflicebedirefied agarnft the art itfelf : fincef 
hi fpite of the obTcxirity which fttil involves 
fome parts of the animal econonny, many, 
difordersaie relieved^ and foaie of the fevereft 
and moil difagreeable to which the huotan 
body is liable, are cored with certaintj by the 
«rt of medidne. 

. Unfortunately ioK i:iiankindy and in a 
particular manner for the inhabitants of 
Great Britain, the putmonary confumptkni 
is not of the t^umber. 

This difeafe may originate from various 
eaafes : 

ill. An external bruife or wound. 

id^ The dlfcafc called pleurify, including 
ia diat term an inflammation ^f the lungs 
themfelveSy as w«ll as the membrane wliicl) 
covers them. 

- 5d. The burftisig of feoiie of the 'bloo^^ 
Yei£^s of the lu0g$«. i»diependenl of ^^ternal 
injury, and owing to a faulty conforjiiatioii 
Df tbfi chefty, and the fletidtsneis €»f tlie 
veffeb*^ 

' 4th. Gertairt fmall tomatirs', called* tu» 
literckr, in theltm^s^ * 

The 



The firft caufe I have jn^tioned, is m, 
external, .bruife or wound. 

An accideat of that l$And happening to 
the lunjfSy is KQ^ore dapgerpus and dificuk 
tp cure, than wbe^ the faijj.e t^kes pji^ce in 
laoft ojthor parts of thfebody ; becaufe t!ie 
lungs are vital ocgans, eiTentially neoeflary* 
to life, ^nd when their motion is ia)paire4» 
^ther aniinal fun6lions are thereby injured^ 
hecaule; tb^y are of an un^piwonly delicalp 
texture, in which a n:iptme having once 
taken plaf:e, will he s^pt to increafe ; becaufe 
they are in conftaat amotion and expofed tp 
the accefs of external air, both of which cir* 
^umilaiKes are unfavourable to the healing 
of wounds ; and becaufe the oiafs of foloo4 
4iftributedtothe wholehody palles previoufly 
through tbf lungs, and confequently the 
hlood-veflek of this organare more numerous 
than tbofeof any other part of the body. 

When we- confider thefe peculiarities, it 
is. ndtuial to conclude, that every wound 
<q{ the: hMigs muft neceflarily prove mortal ; 
hut expetieqce has taught the contrary, 
^^ny wouAjds of the Ijungs heal of thea|« 
(eives, by what i$ called the fiift intention* 

VOL, II. I 
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The phyfician may prevent a fevcr^-ty 
ordering the patient to lofe blood m propet 
quantities, and he may regalate the diet ; 
but the cure muft be left to nature, which 
Ihe will perform with greater certainty, if 
fhe is not diflurbed by any of thofe balfams 
which the wounded are fometimes tiire<5led 
tp fwallow on fuch occaCons. But when 
the wound, either from injudicious treatment, 
or from its iize, or from the bad habit oJF 
the patient, degenerates into an ulcer, 
attended with he£tic fymptoms, the difeafe 
muft be treated as if it had arifen from any 
of the other caufes. 

The pleurify, or inflammation of the 
jungs, is a difeafe more frequent in cold 
countries than in mild ; in the fpring than 
in* the other feafpns ; and more apt to 
feize people of a fangui06 conftitution than 
others. 

Plentiful and repeated bleedings, fomen- 
tations, blifters near the aftc£ted part, and a 
cooling, diluting regimen, generally remove 
it, without its leaving any bad confequence. 
'Sometimes, by the omiffion of bleedii^g in 
due quantity at the beginning, and fomc- 



times in fpite of all poffibfe care, it teN 
minates in aa abfcefs, which, onburftihgi 
may fuffocate the patient ; or, if xhc mattel- 
is coughed up, bedDmes an optta ulcer, and 
produces the difeafe in ♦qifeflion*' - » ' 
The. third cauie of the puhnonapp^ con- 
fumptton above tnentioned is, aipiitin^oC 
Wood, from the burfting of veffels of thfc 
Jungs, independent of external ^ound or 
"bruifc. . People of a fair complexion, delicate 
ikin, flender make, long neck, and narrow 
cheft, are more fubjed^ to this than others. 
Thofe who have a predifpbfition* to this 
-complaint by their form, are moft apt to 
be ^attacked after their full growth: women 
/rom fifteen to 'thTee^and- thirty ^ men two 
or three years later, la Great .Britain, a 
tfpitting of Udod generally cccursi td thofe 
predrfpofed to it, in- the fpping:6r>begidn&ng 
of fummer, when die weather rfaddoily 
changes frohi cold to Qxceffive^fiot'; »^iifi 
•when . the . hc»t ts /(uppofed td ratify We 
^blbod, before t^ (blids are; proportifmdbl|^ 
relaxed from th^ contra6ked (late they aequ|ns 
jduring the. cold of .winter. When a fpitti«i^ 
of blood happcns^to a perfon whoihas'ao- 
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tually loft brdthers or fiftersi ^r other near 
relations, by the pulmonary confumptkini 
•s that circumAaBce gives tcaibn to fafped 
ti family! t^int, or predifpofition^the cafe will^ 
on that apcountf be more dangerous* * 
. Vi<^nt exercifc iiMiy <bicca(ion the rap- 
lure of blood-vdfeis in the ItiftgSy even in 
thofe who have no hereditary difpofitiofi 
to fuch an accident ; it ought therefore to 
he carefully avbided.by al I who have. Violent 
^xercife^ in the fpting, is more dangeroos 
than in cfther feafons ; and» when tsaken 
at the top of high ntountains, by thofe 
who xlo not ofually refrde there, it has 
been con£dered ds 'more dangerous than in 
va^lies* The fudden dimimit»on of the 
weight of the' atmofphere^ oo operatif^ 
tivith the exercifey renders the vfcfiels more 
Apt to bredcw Of ^11 things th^ inoft per- 
ilicjbus .to people predifpofed'to a (pittviiigof 
fbloody ^tkf ?p laying upon wind^nQorments, 
'Preirious: to the fpitting 'of bhiixl, folne 
^l^drceive-an uneaii^efs in the <^eA» an 
*<oppreffion on thle Ifteath^ Apd a fidtHhtsifie 

in the fpittle ; but thefe fymptoifis 9re no( 

QpnfUnt, 
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Nothing can be more infidious than the 
approaphes of this dlfeafe fpnafetimes are« 
The fabrtsMice of the lungs, which is fo ftill 
of blood-veflels, is not fofiplkd fe liberally 
with nerves ; the lungs, ihere&re, may be 
maierfaUy alFe£ted) l)efore ^nger is indicated 
^y- acute pain. Aiid it fouietimes happens, 
that people of ttie make above defcribed are, 
id the btoom of- hfe, and generally in the 
fpriiig of the year feirje^ with a flight cough, 
whkh gradually increafes without pain, 
ferenefe in the breaft, dii&culty of refpiration, 
or fpi^ting of blood; A flow fisver fuper^ 
Venefe^vet^ -night, < w^ich rcn^lts • every mor ii«« 
ingf^with fweats. Thefe fymptoms augment 
dmly ; aftd in fplte of ea^ly attention, and 
what is tho^bt the 'befl advice, the un^ 
fafpe<Sting vi<ftims gradually fink int<y their 
graves. 

Thofe wh<» by their make, or by the £i(* 
eafe'}]Siv4njg in former inftances aj^eared in 
their fdmily, are pre4ifpofed to this com^* 
plaiat, ooght to be pfsculiarty attentive in th<^ 
article of diet^ A fpare and cooling regi*. 
men 1& this beft. They fhould avoid violent 
exercife^ and every other exciting caafe ; 
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^d ufe; the precaution of loftng blood" ia 
the. Spring. If their circuQiftances permit^ 
ihey ought ta paf& the cold months in a^ 
spild clinaate; but if they are obliged to 
remain during the winter in Gr-eat Britain^ 
let them wear flannel next the.ikin, and 
life every other precaution againft cdtchio£^ 
colds. 

The fourth caufe above enumerated is» 
tubercles in the lungs.. 
, The moifty foggy, and changeable wea- 
ther which . prevails in Great Britain, ren« 
ders its inhabitants more liable, than thofe 
of mijder and joore uniform .icliiaatei^ ta 
catarrhs,, ibeumatifms, pteurides, ^od/Othef 
difoafes proceeding from obdcufted. perfpi- 
tation. The fame caufe CubjeSs the in- 
habitants of Great Britain to obftru<^ions 
of the glands, fcrophulous complaints*' and 
tuberdes in tlie fubftarice of the lungs. 
The fcrophulous dUeafe is more^ frequent 
than is generally imagined. For one per-> 
ion in whom it appears by fwellingis in the 
glands below, the chin, and other external 
xnarks, many have, the internal glands, af- 
^cded.by ic Thjs is well.knQvva to thof^ 
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vrho are acuftomed to open dead bodies.. 
On examining the bodies of fuch as have 
died of the puhnonary confomption, befides 
the opeiT ulcers in the lungs^ many little 
hard tumdurs or tubefcles are generally 
found ; fome.with matter , others^ on being 
cut open, difcover a little bluetfii fpot, of the 
fize of a fmall lead fbot. Here the fup* 
puration, or formation of matter, is juft 
going to begin ; and in forae the tubercle 
is perfci^ly hard, and the colour whitrlli, 
throughout its whole fubflnnce. Tubercles 
may remain for a confiderable time in the 
lungs, in this indolent (late, without much 
incQaveniency ; but, when excited to in* 
flammation by frequent catarrhs, or other 
ijFritating caufes, matter is formed, they 
break, and produce an ulcer. Care and 
attention, may prevent tubercles from in- 
flammation, or may prevent that fvoxa ter- 
minating in the formation of matter ; but 
when matter is a&ually formed, and the 
tubercle has become an abfcefs, vio remedy 
can Qofl its progrefs. It muft go on till it 
burfis. If this happens near any of the large 
aix-vejQfels, immediate fufibcation may enfue; 



but, for the moll part^ the matter H 
coughed up. 

From the clrcumftancw above emamc- 
rated of the delicate texture, conftant mo^ 
tron, and numerous blood-vefieh of the 
lungs, it is naturat to imagine, that a breach 
of this nature in their fubftance will be 
Sill more difficult to heal than ar woutid 
from an external caufe. So'tinqueft1onab]y» 
it is ; yet there are many inftailces of e>Ctt 
this kind of breach being repaired ; the 
matter expe£lorated dVminifliing in qi^amit jp 
every day, and the ufcet graduaHy healittg'; 
not,, furely, by tlie tjower of medicine; 1^ 
liy tSie conftanr difpofition acnd tendency 
which exifts in iiature, by infcrtitiWe meanft 
of her own, to refiore beahh to the human' 
body. 

It may be proper to obftrvc, that tftofe 
perfons whofe formation of body rehder* 
them moft liable to a fpitting' of bloodi- 
have alfo a greater predifpofi'tion than dihers. 
to tubercles in the lungs. The dribife, caHed 
the fpafmojic adhma, hae been reckoned 
among the caufes of the pulmonary con- 
fumptiojQ. It would require a much greateir 
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degree of confidence in a man's own judg- 
ment, than I have in mine, to aSert, that 
this complaint haft no tendency to prcklucc 
tubercles in the lungs ; but I may ftay with 
truth, that I have often known the fparmo* 
die adhma in the mod violent degree, at- 
tended with the mod alarming- fymptomSy 
continue to harafs the patients for a long pe« 
riod of time, and at length fuddcniy difap* 
pear, without ever returning ; the perfons 
who have been afBi(fted, enjoying perfeiSk 
ikeahh for many years after. It is not pro- 
bable that tubercles were formed in any of 
thefe cafes ; and it is certain they Were not 
in fome, whofe bodies were opened after 
iheir deaths, which happened froin other 
didenipers, the adhma l>aving difaj^eared 
fe vera! years before. '^ 

Certain eruptions of the fkrn, atteiided 
'■with fever, particularly the fmall-po^, and 
ftill oftener the raeafles, cleave after them a 
'foundation for the^pulmonaty confumptioh. 
From whichever of the caufes • above enu- 
Vnerated this difeafe takes its brigihi \^hen 
ottce. an ulcer, attended with a hetSHt feVer, 

ik formed in tbe lubg^, the cafe \i; iri: the 

1 * 
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higheft degree^ dangerous. When it ends 
£itally> the fymptoins are, a quick, pulfe, 
and a fenfation of cold, while the patient's 
fein, to thp feeling of ever/ other perfoii, 
is hot ; irregular fhiverings, a fevere coggh, 
expcfSoration of matter ftreaked with blood, 

^ inorning fweats,. a circumfcribed fpot of a 
crimfoa colour on the cheeks, heat of the 
palms bf tlie hands, exceflUve emaciation, 
crooking,; of the nails, fwelling of .the 
Jegs, giddinels,. delirium, foon. followed by 
death. . . 

. Thefe .fymptoms do not appear in every 
cafe., Ahhough the emaciation is greater 
in this difeafe than in any other, yet the 
•appetite fiequently remains ilrong and un- 
impaired to the laft ;. and although delirium 
fometimes comes before death, yet in many 
> .cafes the fqnlEes feem perfecSi and intire ; ex- 
cept in one particular, that, in fpite of all 
the foregoing fymptoms, the patient often 
,e|itertains the fulleft hopes of recovery to 

..the 1^(1 moment. 

r: •;• Would tq heaven it were as eafy to point 
(^Vtnhc cure, as to defcribe the fymptoms 

jof adif^i^fg^o^Cuch a formidable nature, and 
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a^alnflr which the powers of medicine have 
been dire£ted with fach bad fuccefs, that 
there is reafon to fear its fatal terminatioa 
has b^n oftener accelerated than retarded 
by the means employed to remove it ! To 
particularize the drugs which have been 
long in nfe, and have been honoured with 
the higheft encomiums for their great effi« 
cacy in healing inward bruifes, ulcers of 
the longs, and confirmed confumptions^ 
would in many inQances be pointing out 
what ought to be (hunned as pernicious^ 
and in others what ought to be negleAed as 
futile. 

Salt water, and feme of the mineral 
fprlngs, which are unnueftionably beneficial 
in fbrepbulous and other diftempers, have 
been found hunfui, or at leail inefficacious, 
in the consumption ; there is no fufficient 
reafon to depend en a courfe of thefe, or 
any medicine at prefent known, for pre- 
venting or difToIvihg tubercles in the lungs. 
Mercury, which has been found fo power* 
ful in difpofing other ulcers to heal, has no 
good effect on ulcers of that organ ; -— 
though fome phyficiaas imagine it may 
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be of fervice in the beginning, to diflblrs* 
tubercles before the^ begin to fuppurate;. 
6utas^ there is no^ abfolute evidece dur-* 
ing nfe, of iilcblent tobercles b^itig fbrm^^ 
ihere can be none tbae mercury cotes 
them. 

Various kindk of gan^t^^ with the hatural 
and artificial balfettis, were long fuppo&d to* 
promote the healihg of external wounds and 
iilcers, and on- that account were made the 
bafis of a vaft variety of ointments and 
^laflers. It was afterwards imagined, that 
ihe lame remedies, adminift^red internally^ 
would have the feme e£Fe£l on interRal uU 
cers ; and of cdurfe many of thofe gums and 
balfams were prefcribed in various forms 
for the pulmonary cotifumption.. The 
ieafoning on which this praftice was efta* 
t)Iiflied, however, feetns a little fballow, and 
is ftr from being cbnclufive ; for although it 
were granted that thcfe balfams contributed 
to the cure of wounds, when applied di^ 
re£lly to the part, it does not follow that 
ihey could carry their healing powers, un*- 
impaired from the ftomach to the lungs, 
through the whole proceis of digeftioiu But 



more accurate furgery having made It maniw 
left, that the granulations which fpring up 
to fupply the lofs of fubftince in external 
wounds, and the healihg or Ikinning over 
of all kinds of fores,, proceeds from no ad'ive 
virtue in the plaflrers or ointments with 
which they are drefled, but h entirely the 
woiTc of nature, and beft performed whca 
the mildeft fubftances^ or even dry lint 
only is applied ; and that heating gums^ 
fefms, and balfams^ rather retard than pro- 
mote their cure;, the internal ufe offucb 
remedies ought to be rejeSed now, oit 
the fame principles they w6re adopted for* 
inerly. 

No kind of reafoning ought to have 
Weight, when oppofed by fair experience,^ 
But phyficiahs have foritied contrary anct 
oppofitq conclufions, witfe refpeA to the 
efFceSl of' the natural aqd artificial balfams^ 
even wlien they have laid all theory anJ. 
reafoning afide, and diecided on their poweri 
from pra<Sice and experiment only. Thii 
is fufficicnt to prove, at leaft, that their cffi* 
cacy is very problematical. For my owrt; 
part^ after tlxe faireft trials^, and the moft ac j 
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curate obfervations I have been able to 
make, I cannot fay that I ever knew theni 
of fervice in any heSic complaint proceed- 
ing from an ulcer in the lungs -, 4ind I have 
generally found thofe phyficians, on wbofe 
judgment I have more reliance than on my 
own, of the fame opinion. 

It is far from being uncommon to fee a 
cure retarded, not to fay any thing (Irohger, 
by the means employed to haften it ; and 
phyficians who found their pra£tice on thee- 
retical reafonings, are not the only peifons 
to whom this misfortune may happen. Thofe 
who profefs to take experience for their fole 
guide, if it is not directed by candour, and 
enlightened by natural fagacity, are liable to 
the fame. A man may, for twenty years, 
order a medicine, which has in every indance 
done a little harm, though not always fo 
much as to prevent nature from removing 
the complaint at lad ; and if the reputation 
of this medicine fliould ever be attacked, he 
may bring his twenty years experience in 
fupport of it. It ought to be remembered, 
that as often as the animal conftitution is 
put out of order by accident or dlftemper. 



^ 



nature endeavours to reftore health. Hap^ ^ 
pily ihehas many refources, and various me* 
thods of accompli filing her purpofe ^ and 
very often . ihe fucceeds beft - without medi- 
cal affiftance being given ; ihe frequently 
fucceeds nothwkhjianding^ and it fometiines 
happens, that both phyfician and patient . 
are convinced, that the means which did 
not prevent have a£tually performed the 
cure, 

A peafant is feized with a fhivering, fol- 
lowed by feveriihnefs, and accompanied 
with a flight cough — « he goes to bed, and 
exceflive heat and third prompt him to 
drink plentifully of plain water; on the 
fecond or third day a copious fweat biirds . 
from all his> pores, and terminates the diC« 
order. A perfon of fortune is feized with 
the fame fymptonis, arifing from the fame 
caufe, and which would have been cured 
by the fame means, in the fame fpace to 
time ; but the apothecary is called, who im- 
mediately fends perioral Iin£tufe9 to remove 
the cough, and afterwards gives a vomit, to 
remove the naufea which the linflufes have 
occadoned^ the beat' and fever augment; 
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the phyGcian is called ; lie orders the patiefnf 
to be blooded to abate the violence of the 
fever, and gives a liwk phyfic on foaie 
other account. All this prevents the natu- 
ral crifii by fweat ; and the patient being 
farther teafed by draughts or ponders every 
two or three hours, nature cannot ftake off 
the fever fo foon by fix or fevcn days, as 
jfhe would have done had (he been kft to 
herfelf. She generally does her bufincFs at 
laft, however ; and then the phyfician and 
apothecary glory in the happy effcCks of 
their (kill, and receive the grateful thanks 
of their patient for having cared him of » 
dangerous fever. 

Every body of common penetration, at 
all converfant in medical matters, mufl have 
feen enough to convince them that the above 
defcnption is not exaggerated ; but it is not 
to be inferred from this, that the art of me- 
dicine is of no u(e to mankind. There are 
'many difeafes in which nature finks, without 
medical affitlance. It is the part of the pe- 
netrating and experienced phyfician to di& 
tinguifh thefe from others, and leave it to the 
knaviih an.d weak to afTume the merit oif 
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Cwrcs in cafes where they know, OT ought ta 
know, that medicine can do nothing. 

Some phyficians; who have abandoned 
the other refins and gums, as ufelefs or 
hurtful in heftic complaints, ftill adhere ta 
myrrh as a beneficial medicine ; but fromf 
what I can learn, the caufes in which thi9 
gum has been thought fcrviceablc, are bee- 
tic complaints, from debility, in confequence 
of e;(cef&ve evacuations of various kinds, 
and not proceeiling from ulcerated lungSw 
After it is fully eftablifhed that myrrh is o# 
ufe in fucli rnftancre^, it wi?l ftill bfe wortfcy 
of inveftigation^ whether is of more or left 
iTian Jfefuits* bark. I have repeatedly mer*- 
tioned blood-letting, and a fpar diluting re- 
gimen', as the moft powerful means of pre* 
ventinjg and curing all aJBFeflions of the 
lungs that depend on inflammation. In 
the cafe of external wounds, or bruifes of 
the lung?,' this method facilitates the imme- 
diate cure by the firft intentipn. It is the 
chieC thing to be dependeci on for the cure 
of pleurifies ; and it is often owing to ^ 
i^egle6l, or too fparing an ufe of this cva- 
cuation, that the complaint rerminates in 
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^n abfccfs. In people predlfpofed by the 
form of their conftitutions to a fpitting of 
blood, it may prevent the turgid ve&els 
from burfting ; and in thofe who have tu- 
bercles in the lungs, it is of the greateft uti- 
lity, by preventing thofe tumours from in- 
flaming and becoming ulcers ; but after the 
ulcers are a<flually formed, I have great 
doubts virith regard to the propriety of at- 
tempting a cure by repeated bleedings, even 
in fmall quantities. This method has been 
often tried ; but I fear the fuccefs with 
which it has been attended, give$ no encou« 
ragement to continue the pradtice. That 
fymptoms maybe fuch, in every period of 
this difeafe, as to require this evacuation, is 
pot to be denied ; but there is a great diffe- 
rence in the application of what is coniidered 
as an occafional palliative, and that from 
which we cxpefl a radical cure. In the one 
cafe, it will pnly be .ufed when fome parti- 
cular fymptom ftrongly urges ; in the other, 
it will be ufed at Hated intervals, whether 
the fymptoms prefs or not ; and may tend 
to weaken the already debilitated patient, 
without our having the confolation of know- 



Ing, with certainty, that it has had any other 

Biifters do not Weaken fonmich; they 
are of undoubted ufe in pleuriiies ; perhaps, 
by exciting external inftammation^ they may 
contribute to draw off the infiannmatory dif* 
pofitipn within the bread : perhaps— But in 
whatever way they, aft, I imagine I: have 
frequently feert blifters and fetons, particu- 
larly the iatter, of confiderable fervicp, evea 
after the fyipptoms indicated the exiflence 
of an ulcer in the iung$. 

As for the numerous forms of elefluaries,- 

lo^ochsy and lindlures, .cpmpofed, of oils^ 

gums, and fyrups, and by the courtefy of 

.difpenfatory writers, c;^kd peroral; I arn 

convinced ihey are of no manner of fervi^ce 

in this complaint, and (eldom hav« any 

other cffeS than that of loading the fto- 

mach, and impairing the digeftion of falu* 

tary food. So far from being of any per- 

nianeiit fervice tp the difeafe, they cannot 

be depended on for giving even a temporary 

relief to the cough ; when that fymptom 

becomes troublefome,. gentle opiates^ will be 

found the bell palliatives. Some pra£litioi\er9 



objeA to thefe medicines^ on a fuppoCtiod 
that they check expedloration 5 but they only 
feem to have this effe£l, by loHing the 
irritatioti to cough ; the fame quantity wiB 
lye expcfi^omted in the mornings after the 
kiiluence of the opiate is over« Ft is furely 
better that the rtiatter (hould accumulate. 
Mid the patient ipit It up at once, than albw 
him to be kept from reft, and teafed ^ith 
coughing and fpitting through the whole 
night* Thefc palliativesi however, arc to be 
managed with great caution ; never exhibited 
vrhite the patient enjoys a tolerable fharc 
of natural reft. Small dofes fhould be given 
at fitft, and not increafed without abfolute 
ueceffity. Exhibited in this manner, they 
tannot do harm ; and thofe who rejefit the 
affiftance of a clafe of medicines, which afford 
eafe and tranquillity in the moft deplorable 
ftate of this difeafe, ought to give better 
prooft thaVi have hitherto appeared, that 
they are able to proture their patients more 
Valuable and lafting comforts than thofe they 
fcprive them of. 

The known efiicacy of the Peruvian bark 
in many difteixipersy efpecially-in intermittent 
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fevers ; therer^ifTion of thb fymptoms^ which 
happens regularly every day at 'a particular 
ftage of the puUtionary coDfump^on^ and iii 
fome degree gives it the appearance, of ai| 
intermittent y joined to the failure of all other 
remedies, prompted phyficians to make tiial 
of that noble medicine in this difeafe. In 
confequence of thefe trials, the bark is now 
pretty generally acknowledged to be fer^i 
viceable in he£lical complaints^ proceeding 
from debility, and other caufes, exdnfive of 
ulcerated lungs ; but whien the difeafe prO'* 
ceeds from this caufe, the bark is fuppofed^ 
by fome very refpe(Sable phyficians, always 
to do harm. I am moft clearly of the firfl: 
opinion, and perhaps it would not become 
me to difpute the fecond. It laay be per- 
mitted, however, to obferve, that the moft 
d^fcernirig practitioners naay 'be led kito a 
tiptian, that a very fafeimedicinedoes bar^n^ 
fvhen it is exhibited :»t the "worft (lage of 
a difeafe, in wtHch haidiy any medicffi^ 
whaitever has be^n found eo do. good. lA 
every ftaige. of this difeafe, elixir of vitri^ 
may be u&d. It is a pleafant^ and ftift 
iae<Ucinp9 bat piirtictikirly^ e£iksi|ciou$ wh6k 
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the patient ts troubled with wafting fvreats. 

Having, ill obedience to your requcft, 
delivered my fentiments freely, you wiM 
perceive, tint, befides the obje£kioiis already 
mentioned to the perfon under whofe care 
otir friend is at prefent, I CM>not approve of 
bis being dire^ed to take fo many drugs, or 
of his being detained in town, at a feafon 
when he may enjoy, in the country, what is 
preferable to all medicine ; I mean air, ex* 
crcife, and, let me even add, diet. 

Had I known of our friend's complaints 
earlier, I ftiould have advifed him to have 
met ilie advancing fpring in ihe South of 
France ; but at the feafon in which you wiH 
ireceive this letter, the moderate warmth and 
jefrefhing verdure of England are preferable 
lo the fultr^rheats and fcorched fields of the 
South. From the view I have of his com- 
plaints, I can have no hofitation in adviiing 
you to endeavour to prevail on him to quit 
jbis drugs, and to leave -jL^ondon without 
(delay.. Since iae bears riding on horfeback 
^o well, let him enjoy that exercife in an 
^ktmofpherje freed from the fmokc: of the 
lown, ;md impregnated with the flavour ^ 
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fifing plants, and green herbage ; a flavour 
which may with mare truth be cMQdpe^oraif 
than any of the heating refins, or ioathfome 
oils, on which that term has been proftituted. 
^ Let him pafs the fuilimer in drinking the 
waters, and riding around the environs of 
Briftol. It will be eafy for him to find a 
houfe in the free air of the country, at 
fome difiance from that town; and it witl 
be of ufe to have an additional reafon for 
rifing early, and riding every mornrng. It is 
of the grcateft Importance that he continue 
that exercife every day that the weather witl 
permit : a little doudincfs of the fl^y (hould 
not fright him from it ; there is no danger 
of catching cold during the continuation of 
that movement which affifts digeftion, prd- 
motes the determinaticm of blood from the 
lungs to the furface of the body, and is 
more falutary in the morning than after 
dinner. 

With refpeft to diet, he ihould carefully 
obferve the important rule of taking food 
frequently, in fmall quantities, and nevcTr 
making "a" full meal ; that the digeftivc 
organ's m^y not be overpowered, or the vcft. 
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fels charged with too large a quantity of 
chyle at a time ; which never fails to bring 
on oppreffive breathing, and augnaents the 
fever and fluihing, which in iome degree 
£uccecd« every repaft. 

Since all kinds of milk are found to difa- 
gree with his conftitiition,. that noAirifliment, 
which is in general fo, well adapted to fimilar 
complaints, muft be omitted, and light 
broths, with vegetable food, particularly of 
the farinaceous kind, fubflituted in its place. 

Acids, cfpeciaUy the native acid of vege- 
tables, are remarkably j agreeable and re- 
freihing to all who labour under the heat^ 
opprefBon, and kngiior, which accompany 
heftic complaints. It is forprifing what a 
quantity of the Jmce of lemons the coa- 
ftitution will bear, without ^ny inconve- 
iiicncy^ when Ji is accuftprned to it. by de- 
.^rces ; and in thofe cafes whpre it does not 
occafion pains in the ftomach and bowels, 
or other immedi^t^ inconveniencies, it. has 
'been thought to have a good effeS in abat- 
ing the force of the he&\c fevqn 

I have mfit with two cafes^ fipce I have 
f^een iait abroadi in both of which, there 

feemfid 



feemed to be a quicker recovery tlian I ever 
faw, from the fame fymptoms. The firft 
was that of a young lady, of about feven-, 
teen years of age, and apparently of a iveryt 
heahhy conftitution. In bad weather, dur«{ 
ing the fpring, fhe caught cold ; thls^ being 
negle£ted in the beginning* gradually grevir 
worfe. When phyficians were at length 
confulted, their prefer ipt ions feemed to have 
as bad an effe<St ai her own negledl. By the 
middle of fummer her cough was iaceffimt, 
accompanied with heftic fever and dufliings^ 
irregular ihiv^riiigs, morning fweats, «ma« 
eiation, cxpedtoration of purulent phlegm 
(Ireaked wiui blood, and every indics^ion 
of an open uker in |he lungs. In this 
defperate flate ihe was orried from the. 
town to a finely fituated vills^e in Switzer^, 
land, where, for feveral months, fhe lived 
in the middle of a vineyard, on ripe grapes* 
and bread. She had been dire£)ted to a milk 
and vegetable diet in general* Her , own 
tafte inclined her to the grapes, whida^^ (he 
continued, on Ending that, with this diet 
only, ibe w^s lefs lluiguid and of a more 
natural coolnefii^ and that ^he cough, fever^ 

TOL. II. i& 



ami all the other Cymptoms gradusdiy abatd. 
She feemed to be brought from the jaws 
<^ chtath. bjr the chatlge o£ air, and this 
Tfgfiiicaonly:;.aQd flie retiimcdctoher own 
home tti high Ipkks, and wtik the; look. 
^C^di vigoor of heahlu The.esifain^ wiiiter» 
after b^ing- heated; with dancing aitbe.hoQfe 
ctf^friendi {he walltedhome in a.coldnjght; 
the«oD|b^ fpkdBg of bloo^.^od other fymp- 
tmiis icnmedcaifiiy' n^amed». and ibe dkd 
three months^ aftcc . 

]n« the other cift^ theite: wns.ootf fwjb % 
defgree of ft?e.r, hot tli^re was an eype^^ 
rAtion< of manei^ frequentiy ftreakedr with: 
btood aodi evisidm Tfgns, o£ aii iileeri to tho; 
lUflgs. The pirfen who. 14bo«r»d} under- 
thefe (ymptoiiA9» had iried the ii(baL'icfi)e<^ 
J^ofp^f^ pilir, liniRsfefy. Ice^ widi. 
tft^' ufiSal fuibcefe. fik* grew d»lf wotfe^ 
K^'^had fbffiierly fovnd much, relief fifont 
Ue^hig, but Mad left' it^ off for man)i nioBtii^ 
oh > fuppofitiod that it' bad loft all efieAi; 
afi^'he bidrandivied an iSbei tohe hiealbd 
o& th%i ' thme- fuppofitiion ;i ' thottgU- he ftili 
perfeveredf tti a >miik rpgtinen* Is mentiQaed 
te him olhe 'tafe^ of tho yt>ufig< ladji, a^- it 



refolution to confine hlmfdf Xp bread, ami 
gpp^ fee alin^, bi3 -oply J5?^df , l^ifed 
bttja'^^ft.. tba famq t^me, t<^ liay<Q tliQ ifij;^ 
-ogeacdi aadj tq^ co;iiwuw. tb^ty dFai^^fur 
lb;?;uek tjm^^ but t^I^ ho, dji vot ^o^f^lf 
,witbw , J^ig fG^fQokv,bo«iif^»er, . tt^e t»wn» for 
the, ci^unfrjjj swwl pafl^4 .»* wch qf the 
\fnpxmng on hor&back» as; be <;^^4 bear 
without fatigpe. l^e. bpa^ Vf^i^ ^te tj^ bnor 
jiQQi^; . at}ci after ahot£( thii^e^ w^ffef oxi a 
roQijthMWs.coji;jg!h.bfidg^ Wbefi 

Jiahad. g^tJiljl^d. in this-rfBiBj^fP, betWG(^<i 
-tw.o aoi three mojathsf he bad very 4ittlp 
<;ough i and whait he fpit ^p Wf^s pi^re 
phlegpttf uamixod wiUi ilopd or . vf^%t&r* 
>He hf 1 n.9w hecQ ,\v£^l afepyq a .j^aif h wi 
although I underftand tha< ha <|cc^^]yiH>all,f 
Xi^^ anioial. food»:'he ha& hiibe^vta fejt^no 
>inconveniencj froralt. H^; paffirf the;fe<;ond 
^luturnn as. be had done the 6r(l» at a.houf^ 
in the couiursf,, ftfrrqunded with vineyards, 
Thp greater^ part oK bis. foad cq^ilied of 
Tipc grapes and bcead. With Aw* a.diet». h<t 
hfi4 ' ROt QccafioiJt for much drink of aniyg 
vkind> what be, ufod wa& fimpte wai«c> aod 
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he made an ample provifion of grapes for the 
fuccecding winter. ^ 

Though I have ho idea that there is anj 
fpecific. virtue in grapes for the cure of the 
l^ulmonary cotifumptiony 6r that they are 
greatly preferable to fome other' cooling, 
fub-acidy tnild froit, equally a^l^able to 
the tafte, provided any fuch can be found ; 
yet I thought it right to particularize whsit 
was ufed on thofe two occaiions ; leaving it 
to others to determine, what Aiare of the 
happy confequences I have enumerated were 
owing to the change of air, how much may 
have flowed from the exercife, how much 
from the regimen, and whether there is 
reafon to think, that the iavourabie turn in 
both cafes depended on other circumftances 
unobferved by me. 

I have now, my dear Sir, complied wtth 
your requeft ; and although' I have endea« 
voured to avoid technical verbofity, and all 
unneceflary detail, yet I find my letteo has 
fwelled to a greater (ize than I expe£ted. 
I fhall be exceedingly happy to hear that 
any hint I have given has been ferviceable to 
pur friend. If the coogh j(houki ftill contin u^. 



after he has pailed two or three months at* 
Briftol) r imagine the moft efFe&ua) thtng^ 
he can do, will be to take a voyage to this 
place ; he will by that means efcape the. 
feverity of a Britifli winter. The voyage 
itfelf will be of fervice, and at the end of it 
he will have the benefit ,of the mild air of 
the C^mpagna Felice, be refrelhed and 
nouriihedby the fineft grapes, and, when 
tired of riding,* he will have continual op<- 
portunities of lailing in this charming bay. 
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s. 

Naples. 

.s I was walking a few days fince in th^ 
ftreet with two of our country-men, T— — * 
«nd N-*-^, vre met fome people carrying 
the corpfe of a man on an open bier, and 
others following in a kind of proccfffion. 
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'S^c tteccrffea'tras a^tradrfman, whole wifioir 
kafl beftowed flic utthoftattentiott in dre&ng 
htm tb tke greateft advantage oh this folemn 
occafiot); ^ehad a perfeSly tiew fah of 
clothe^y a l^ed liat upon his head, mlBes^ 
his hair fineJy'powtred, and a tei^ Woomhig 
nofegay rn liis left TiarTd,*whi!e the right was 
very graccfcAly ffack m Kis^rie. ^Ttisffii 
cuftom at Naples" to carry every tody tt^ 
church in full drefsfoon after tfjiir deaths 
and th« nedrcft relattons dH^ls^ihe ""^agr 
nitude of their grief by the magnificent 
inanner in which they decorate the corpfc^ 
This popr^3i^y^ajn^ ii^eem§, was guite in- 
confolable, and had ornamented the body of 
her late hufband with a profufion /h could 
ill afford. When the corpfe arrives ia 
church, the fcrvice is read^'^gfer it. That 
. ceremony being performed, and the body 
carried home, it is confidered as having no- 
farther occafion for fine clothes, but is gp- 
tteralfy ftript to the Ihirt, and buried pri* 
vately. 

: " Can sny thing h& mere ridixrulousj*^ 
fay^ N-i-^— , *< than to trick a man wtt in 
^* his beft ckKhes rfter his tieSiA ?^ •* 3Sb* 



SBu^fnM IN rcxvr* stsd 

*< tiling/* «5t>4!ed T— *• ; " unlefi k beHb 
«« <fr(ter a'fatttaftical dreffi ^t a greater ex- 
" pence on parpofe, ^as if the dead would 
*^ not be^fetfefifed whfh ilieclolhe^ diey wofe 
** when rilivfe,'but4clighwd in long flowing 
♦* robes m a partictikt'dyk rf dieir own/* 

T — — has long rcffided Abroad, and noW 
prefers marry foreign cnftoinfi to thofc 6f 
bis own country, 'which IVeqnemly Ih- 
volves him in dif|>utes with his ^pisintrymeti. 

The Princefs of    ' drove paft. 

^'^ There ^hc goes,*' fays N— — -^ "wfth 
'** her oiva!ieros, her vdlantis, and all the 
** fplendour of a fovcrcign ; yet the wife bf 
•' a pIainEngli(h gentleman is in a far moVo 
•• enviable fitaaiion. With all her tiffet 
**• and her hr^ rank, ihe is a m^re frfviht 
** of the Qaeen, a dependant on the cfSsi- 
^ price of another ; a frown from her Ma* 
" jefty would annihilate her." " Thdfc 
^ who are nothings excl ufive of court fotout," 

replied T , " ought not to be tehfutl^d 

** for devoting theirlime to court attendatKSe. 
** Bui did you never hear of "any who arc 
" dazzled with the glitter of court ihatkles 
*^ in the boafted Jand of liberty ; people 
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" whom riches, rank, and the moft.fl3tterin|; 
** favours of fortune cannot make inde- 
•* pendent ; whofe minds Teem the more 
•* abje£t, as their iituation lay$ them under 
•* the lefs neccffity of remaining infervitudc ; 
*' who, withered with age, and repining 
** with envjr, facrlfice every domeftic duty, 
** and ftalk around the manfions of royalty 
'* as ghoAs are faid to haunt tbofe abodes in 
V which they moft delighted when they en- 
«< joyed Ufc and vigour?*' " WeU, well,'* 

fays N , " let us fay no more about 

•* them,iince we are agreed, that,, of all the 
•* old tapeftry of courts, thofe grotefque 
** figures, who, without the confidence of 
** thofe they ferve, continue to the laft 
** exhibiting their antitjue countenances- at 
birth- day balls, and in the aiTemblies of 
youth and beauty, are^the moft ridiculous.'* 
At thab mftant the Queen pafled in her 
coach with the royal children, and N 
made fome comparative remarks in his ufual 
ftyle; to which T  replied, ** In this 
** particular I acknowledge the happinefs of 
*' Great Britain. I prefame not to make 
*J comparjfons ; the great character yoa 
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*' have mentioned defies cenfure, and is far 
'* fuperior to my praife^ But I muilobfervci 
** it appears Angular that you, who aiie£k 
^* to defpife all other countries, and feem 
*^ of opinion that what is mod valuable in 
** nature is always the produ£i: of England^ 
** ihould bring your brightcft illuftration of 
** that opinion from Germany.'* 

T y perceiving the advantage he 

bad gained over his antagonift, proceeded 
vigoroufly to cenfure, what he called, the 
abfurd partiality of the £ngi:{h in their own 
favour ; and obferved, that it would be 
fortunate for them, if the other nations 
of Europe would allow them but a few of 
the numerous good qualities which they fa 
laviihly attribute to themfelves* He feverely 
attacked the common people, and denied 
diem even thecharafier of goodnature^ 
which they have been thought to pofTefs in 
an eminent degree. He declared them to 
be rough and infolent in their manners 
( for the truth of thi> he appealed to the 
opinion of all their neighbours;, cruel in 
their difpofitions ( a;> a proof pf which he 
inftanced fome of their favourite diverfion$)» 
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utiASoftd m Am prejudices, wbidi appean^ 
hj tbeir liadred and contempt of ^tiier na- 
tiem ; bf all of whom, ke afieite4» ihey wcrt 
kk rtiwm tsfoA teordiBliy ^Uioif ed. *^ How, 
** indeod, can it be "Wherwifej** oofitiwued 
J»e, ** ceniAcmug the roti^h, IMfterous 
** natoic rf ihcir ^»«ailicr ?" He tfcen ex- 
patiated on tbe 4brtility 'Of Italy, and tbe 
mild fercnity of tbe dimate ; to TTiiich he 
partly anribeied the fertile ^itfs and mA 
«bara6bcr of the ftaiians. *' No dbwbr,*' hfe 
iand, ^ itiorai cavfes might QOtitrtt^t]fte 1?o the 
'^' (ame «f&£b; ior vnore paim ^ere taken 
-^ to cuhvv^tte and encowage good Mid <|uter 
^ ^irpofitiom in ^ common ptaople liere 
<^* tisan in Etigbftd. They were accuftomed 
to per&rflft their reKgi^us duties mcyre 
Tegulariy; they had frequent opporta^ 
.** nities of hearing t^ «K>ft exceUem tiiufe 
-^^ in die cbmrdies ^|bey were ivtftrtiAed m 
^* htftory iqr oratflT* in riie ftteet, and were 
^ made acquainted ^itli the beauties of 
^* their beft poets in ^e fame itianrrer. All 
** tbefe caikfes united mtrft neceffatily «!- 
large their «oindfi» aod make them the 
molt gemie, litimane, ^ and mgeniptxs 



it* 



<t4 



tamnu nr nu.it. as/ 

•* -people 111 tilt Worli** N  » fitobk his 

lieaci, <ft^ if lie teid little 'fl^rs^nihtorittt's 
Tc^foning. ¥hr Wf <m« part, I teaiitii^d 
iilent, beifig defiriwi «iiat the d«(^e ihotrid 
^ <m between ihe f«^ trho had bcgoKi it.* 

OoiYtintrifig Qor ^iirnifk^ little witiwvt the 
town, we faw a crowd «f people iookhfig 
-dvcT ^ wttll, iivlii^h formed one fide t>f a 
fquafre, e«?ptefely built IE»r die pvrpofe t)f 
bsntifig tattle whh Mi^dogi« It it imagined 
i!hat tbi^ letiders their 6efh -more temder atid 
dgreesbie to the taOe { and iJiis is oinfidettd 
as a fofiitiefYt teatfbn forfertttiinggFefltivutii* 
bers -of boUsy oKen, ^and cttiW^^ befimethey 
M% flatigbtered for tthe nitfartets ; we foutid 
a ttottitude of Ipe^^tetors «afoyrng this 
amtffement* ♦* Pf»y^*' feys Mr. N-t*'*h, «J- 
dreffing tlittJfe^f to T— — ; '** do^yOtttmi^* 
'^ gine ilM hdrnatie {>i^AiO(^ '^ntl-theoom- 
^ ptaceivey whidi ttiefe i^ned fpoAaftors 
'^ feem to take ^ liebolding i%' j^vccxt^ 
^* frokn the niHdaef) of the ctknater tiie 
^* pains beAowed in iftadimg ite peofife 
"' thedt]tieselfC^ti(U«ottyv«t^mhrgemei[^t 
«♦ of their riiittds by htiMk<yiniil^|xMtrfr;r«r 
^ k6at ^he^ntle -ir^eftteiof muiioitipoi» 
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** their difpofitions ?" Then, torning from^ 
Mr. T — — ' to me, he contiDued, " Not 
** fatisfied with knocking the poor animals 
** on the head, thofe unfeeling epicures put 
'* them to an hour's additional torture, 
'* merely to gratify a caprice of theif cor-» 
•* rupted palates.." 

« Of all fubjcas," replied T , re- 

covering himfeif from the confuflon inta 
which N  's queftions had thrown him, 
*' thofe who take upon them to he the pa- 
^' negyrifts of the Englifli nation, ought ta 
^* av<Md mentioning that fpecies- of Epi* 
*' curifm which depends on eatings left they 
^* be put in mind of whipping pigs to death, 
** their manner of collaring brawn, crimping 
^* fiih, and other refinements peculiar to 
'* that humane good-natured people.** 

N ' . was juft going to reply, when 
a large bull, rendered outrageous by the 
ftones which the populace were throwing 
at him, ran fuddenly towards the gate at 
the inflaht the keepers were opening it on 
fome. other account ; which threw theai 
into fuch confufion, that they had not ci m 
to ihttt it before the bull burft out on the 



multitude. He now became an ohyeSt of 
terror to thofe who the moment before 
bad looked on him as an obje£b of mirth. 
The mighty lords of the creation, who con- 
fider ottiCr animals as formed entirely for 
their paftimcy their attire^ their food^ fled in 
crowds, from one quadruped, and would 
gladly have fallen on their kneies and wor« 
Shipped him, like fo many Egyptians 'ador- 
ing Apis, if by fo doing they could have 
hoped to deprecate the juft wrath of the in^ 
cenfed animal. — They found fafety at 
length, not in their own courage or ad- 
drefs, but in the fupetior boldnefs and agility 
of other animals, who were leagued with 
man againft him. He was furrounded by 
dogs, who attacked him on all fides — - he 
killed fome outright, tofied arid wounded 
many more ; but perceiving his own flrength 
diminifhing, and the number of his enemies 
increafmg every moment, he threw hirofelf 
into the fea, and there found a temporary 
proteftion from the fury of his perfecutors. 
— But the dogs were inftigated to follow j 
they at length drove him from this laft 
afylum ; and the poor^ torn, bleeding eie^ 
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liaafted aiMiial was forced a&ore, llbree ^ 
^firar <of 'the moft furious af (be ^^gs han^^fig 
4ft 4i<FePeiit {>artt of his head and nec4t. 
When thvf wcm vemoved, he raifed 4iis 
liencft ccmttttiMmcCf and threw %ii indig- 
9iant lodk upMi the rafobley «s if x» upbraid 
chem for f<ich a Tetwim for his xxwn labours, 
-ood 4iU tbe efibntiai fervrces Whidi htis 
^hoile fpecies <nender maniaiid. TlTpmi my 
:fool I Mt the reproach. We could ^ot 
h&iT his loolcs, httt feeaiked away 'without 
Ifeeling much pride >0n xrccount of our near 
<{onne£bofi with thoiTe lords «f the creation, 
^hom we had juft behdid «xertmg^ their 

We walked along a confiderahte Htsfe 
mthout fpeaking. N—*— broke Glance afl 
kft: ^' Wdi;* faid he, <' tbofe amiaUe 
f^ creaifeures whom we ha^ foiried, «t 
f* what they caU homMi beings; '^ they 
V are tnore, itbey are Nei^K>1it8o^, men who 
^* are aooved wkh the ciwicddl of fwM 
f^ iirands; fromwhicli I co»clude i( Shalffo- 
f* 'fjpeare may iay what he pleaies), that 
f* fuch men ^re as At lor' ttedfons, (ira^ 
^f tagms, jRi4 ipDiIs^ iqf libofe who tm^ 



*« titwd foftcr melody than th^ of flxarrdw* 
** bones and cleavers." 

•* Thii% fcminck ior Inrbarous rnnbfe^ 
^* «ieniu,** &ifl J, ^* cannot be ftated ex»- 
*^ d<*wty to the account of NcapoHtam, 
** of Engiifh, or of any ^hfer |iaiticul;:rt' 
** pei0>ple. I am4(fraidtbe charge Hes s^itft 
^ 4nanklnd in geaend ; 'from wiiatever mo- 
•* tive 4t arifes, a large prnpo^-tfon of tbe itf- 
"^^ t£vid«als in idl coufrtries hav^e diiptayed 
^ a decided tafie for diverfions- iivUch may 
** %e rasngcd in this clafe.** 

" It'^ottght to "beTeiwcmbered, however, 
fy^ T— — , ** that thofe fcUows witk 
^ diecr -dogs, ^o have t>een tormeiyN 
<* iv^^he huli, are botdiersy and the lowcft 
** of the vulgar of thistoaiitry ; wheneas^ 
.^* amdDgtho£:who>orderA&tobecri«^edy 
^ and^gs to be mhlf^ td deaih, sis weH 
"** as aoibng tfacfe virim formerly aidtended 
^ Broui^oii'^ atnpiihheatre^ and fttH attend; 
>** TOdckp'rts, Jdwil he jfound people -of the firft 
« drarfk in Englaini" 

; ** Pfffy," faid N— — , addrefliog bmifdtf 
to «ie, ** did you ever fee a cocagna f 

I ackcpitrledged I nevesr \ud^ / 
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•* Then,'* continued hcj " I beg leavd to 
'< give you an idea of it*. It is a Neapo* 
'' litan entertainment, reliflied by people 
** of the ftvA rank in this poliflied country ; 
** where the very vagrants in the ftreet arc 
'* inAruiSted in hiftory, and the humaa 
'* mind is refined by poetry, foftened by 
" muficy and elevated by religion. The 
•* cocagna— Pray mark me — the cOcagna 
^* is an entertainment given to the people 
** for fucceeding Sundays during the can- 
** nival. Oppbfice to the palace, a kind of 
** wooden amphitheatre is erected. This 
** being covered with branches of treeSi, 
** bufhes, and various plants, real and ar*- 
^* tiiiciat, has the appearance of a gfeen 
*' hill. On this hift are little buildings, or» 
** namented with pi-laxs of loaves of bread, 
" wih joints of meat, and dried fifh, van- 
** nifhtd, and curioufly arranged by way of 
•* capitals. Among the trees and bufhes 
'* are fome oxen, a confiderable number of 
** calves, fhecp, hogs, and lambs, all alive, 
** and tied to poftsi. There are, befides, a 
" great number of living turkies, gecfe, 
" hens, pigeons, and other fowls, nailed by 
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the wirigs to the fcaffi>ldiflg. Certain 
Heathen Deities appear alfo occafionalty 
upon this hill, bat not with a defign to 
protedl: it, ais you ihall fee tmtnediately. 
Xhe guards are drawn up in three ranks, 
to keep off the populace. The Royal 
Family, with all the nobility of the court, 

** crowd the y^indows and balconies of the 
palace, to enjoy this magnificent fight. 
When his Majefty waves his handker- 
chief, the guards open to the right and 

** left ; the rabble pour in from all quarters, 

** and the entertainment commences. You 
may eafily conceive what a delighrfal 
fight it miuft be, to fee feveral thoufand 
hungry, half- naked laxzaroni rufh m like 
a torrent, deftroy the whole fabric of 
loaves, fiihes, and joints of meat : over- 
turn the Heathen Deities,yir the honor of 
Ghrijiianity ; pluck the fowls, at the ex- 
pence of their wings, from the pofts to 
which they were nailed ; and in the fury 
of their (Iruggling and fighting for their 
prey, often tearing the miferable animals 
to pieces, and fometimes ftabbing each 

** other.** 
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You'ought, in candoor, to mid, '^ itr-' 

jtermpccd Mr, T ^ ** that, though for- 

^ nierly they ^me fixed to the pofts aiiir6, 
^^ yet of late the laif er cattk have been pre- 
*• viOttfly killed."— — **Aiid pray, my 

« ^ood Sir/' faidN' , «* wiU yoa be 

^* fo obliging as to inibmi me, what crime 
** the poor iaaite and iswts bave committed, 
^^ that they iboald be torn in pieces alive i 
^* This piece of htiraanfty," continued he, 
** necalb to my memory a fimilar inftance, 
/** in a certain mgenious s[entleman, who 
^ ^ropolbd, as the beft and moft effi-^oiil 
*' method of fw«e[Mng chimnies, to place a 
^* large gooTe at. the top; and then by a 
'* ftriBg tied around her feet, to pati tfie 
animal genily 'down to Aie hearth. Tile 
^gacioos >projeAor aflerted, that Ae 
goofe, being extremely averfe to this mi- 
** thod of entering a boufe, would ftroggle 
^ i^nft <it with all her might ; and, daring 
^* xhk refiftance, would move her win^s 
'* wkh fuch force and rapidity, a8^<rould not 
*^ fail to fweep the chimney, completely.*'' 
'^ Good God I Sir, '' cried a lady, who w^ 
prefent when this new method was ftd^- 
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fdf^Ay ^'vHow Gftt'd moiM that be to the 
** :|<o«i^^^fe !." ^* Wlby, Madam," replfci 
the tgwiiJeoiaTi, **<if yoa tirittkin^^ fXRtl»ri 
** x:md to tte -goofe^ a cDCif^te X)f dod^ 
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On the liifl Suttday of Mfay, Wc liad m 
opporttitiity df feeing the faiwMas Nta|Krfi 
«an mjradfe, of theTiqiaefiaftion of Saiittt Ja- 
tiuarius*s blood pafcfrmed. 'This Salm, yofl 
^ow, is the patron of Naples ; which cir^ 
cutfiftance alone fomi6 a ft'rongprctfumption 
^tf bis being a Saint of very cbnfid^abte 
power and rficacy ; for it k not to be Ima- 
gined that the care of a city, like N^apJcs, 
ifAAdi is ihreatewed every naoiwcnt wilh drf- 
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tru6tion from Moant Vefuvras, woaU be 
.entrufted to an underftrapper. Indeed there 
haSy on fomo occaiions, been reafon to fear, 
that, great and po>yerfut as this Saint is, the 
Dasmon of the mountain would have got 
the better of him ; however, as Saint Janua-* 
rius has been able to prote£t them hitherto, 
and is fuppofed to be improved in the fcience 
of defence by: long. pradice^ .the Neapolitans 
think it more prudent to abide by him than 
to choofe another; who, though he may 
poffibly be of higher rank, and older ibnd* 
ing, cannot haye equal expetience in this 
particular kind of warfare* 

Saint Januarius fuffered martrydom aboat 
the end of the third century. When he was 
beheaded, a piio^s lady of this city caught 
about an ounce of his bloody which has been 
carefully ipreferved in a bdttle ever fince, 
without having loft a fmgle grain of its 
weight. This of itfelf, were it equally de^ 
monftrable, might be coniidered as a greater 
miracle than the circumftance on which the 
Neapolitans Jay the whole ftrefs, viz, that 
the blood which has congealed* and ac- 
quired a folid form by age, is no fooner 



MAKinSAd IN -ITALY. 23^ 

brought near the head of the Saint, than, 
^s a mark of yeneration, it immediately 
Uiquefies; This experiment is made three 
diflerent times every year, and is confidered 
by the Neapoii^ns as a miracle of the firft 
magnitude. 

As the divinity of no other religion 
whatever is any longer attempted to be 
proved by fre(h miracles, but all are novr 
trafted to their own internal evidence, aind 
to tfaofe wrought at a former period, this 
miracle 'Of Saint Januarius is probably the 
more admired on account of its being the 
only one, except tranfubftantiation, which 
remains ftill in ufe, out of the vaft abun- 
dance f^id to have been performed at various 
periods in fupport of the Roman Catholic 
faith. The latter it UYiqueftibnably the 
greater. Euracle of the tvv^'; "for to change 
a «vaifer into flefli ^nd bbxkly is more extra- 
ordinary than to Ifqueify any fubflancs what- 
ever ! Yet I once imagined the liquefiadion 
had rather the advantage in this particular ; 
diat the change is more obvious to the 
fenfes; Bat I have lately been otherwife 
i&ftrtt£bcd| by an ingehioas perfon, who 



was formerly a Jefiuit. 0« fonndio3grf .(- oot 
Q)e, for I ocvor doi soakft ol^e&ioits. m aaat^ 
tcrs of faitbO hwitig Qbf«r*red*Thafc ic lifoa 
unfortunate iha* tl^ "gf^^ €ialig»*:4>p«ratc4 
<wi the wafer m tr^nfi^JlfeR^ianv ^ae iwn 
vifible, the perfon above aliudcd! tO: :{»i»>m 
flounced ihenwra/clt nshbev^mttqlfj greater, oa 
that ., acQDunt. " For pray> . .Sir*" &idb be^ 
addreffing imfelftotUe objciAoru ^^^ fuf pc& 
'*f I fliould jopjiTjedifMiely tunoc thst iowlr 
*' {pointing to. a, |M#k^y^ wbiohr wrs;jac tin* 
^' aioaient ftallfiing padi; fupipo&Ml Aoukk 
^' immed'tatjely tfira t^^t;fQl«l iiHaamiDmaA, 
^' would, y;oa net thJAk ' Ui:vocji ^ictraordi* 
** nary P* " Ccft^ioly,*' rjepUedl the otheiv 
*t Well> Sir, bu^ afterj tbfii ohaa^oni aflnally 
^f n)ad&,>arid< the fov^l t|i^ ^qUL? tntcnu^ and; 
^* ptHipoies.becqipf^ji yrovMO^ i£:it ftiUre^ 
-^^ taiDcd the^ s^pg<m-|«ii^fl: q6 »iiHiibty^t*);^a 
** rnufl: 3ydi;fi9wl«dgfi.:^l6flfc i«r<^kib tie twore 
** exUaardioary^ ftm« yifiJlJbeifBiitettianner,^ 
^pnt'mued he»: f' 4q, the .aefebratioflbaf imfs, 
'^* the converiion /of tb^r^^niht<iuth«iieal 

^1 hody^ andh^od^of Jefils^C!bri{)> i»iig0n0 
V miracle, ^udih'^lyit^bci v[euellted::^ot 
'^< after. tbi& wqntj^f^; change; iiaf.3iJBbiiailf 



** taken place, that the real body of Chrift 
*^ fhould, even in the eyes of the fharpeft 
** fighted fpeflators, ftill retain its original 
^^ fdrrh of a wafer, is a great deal more ama- 
^'* zing and ftupendous/' 

But, however great a fbperlority the mi- 
racle of tranfubnantiatlon may have over 
that of'St. Januarius, in the opinion of Ro- 
ntan Catholics in general, the Neapolitans 
imagine the latter k fufficient to convert 
iiliidels, and put heretics out of countenance. 
A zealous believer of this country, having 
di^fcrlbed the miracle, breaks out into the 
fdMowing feXclamatioBs : " O illufire me- 
"' moria ! O veriti irrefragabile 1 vengano. 
^^' gli Hferetici, yettgano, e Stupitcano, ed 
**• aprano gll occhi alb veriia Cattolica, et 
^*' Evangelical Bafttirebbe quefto fangue di^ 
**- S. Gennaro fola 4 fare leftimohia delta 
**" Fede, Epoffibile, che a tamo, et^fi fa- 
^*- mofo miracolo non fi ijonverta tutta Ta" 
** Gentilati, ed Infedelti alia veriti Cattolica 
*^ delU ftomami: cbier*?^''*' Tlioogb'I^ 

Ccme lmb0r, jt bePMic^^l'-ctoielii^ri and be asto*- 
|U9hcd; and Of en your eyes to cathoJicandTVilkJ»sett<>-' 
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am not fuch an enthufiaftic admirer of the 
performance as this author, yet, on the 
other hand, I do not think that Proteftants, 
however much they may be convinced it is 
a trick, have any right to call it a c/um/jf 
tricky without explaining in what it confifts. 
This is a liberty which fome travellers of 
greats eminence have taken. Others have 
afTerted, that the fubftance in the bottle, 
which is exhibited for the blood of the Saint, 
is fomething naturally folid, but which 
melts with a fmall degree of heat. When 
it is fii (I brought out of the cold chapel, fay 
thofe gentlemen, it is in its natural folid 
ftate ; but when brought before the Saint by 
the pried, and rubbed between his warm 
hands, and breathed upc^n for fome time, it 
melts ; and this is the whole myftery. 
Though I find my&lf unable to explain on 
what principle the Iiquefa<£lion depends, I 
am fully convinced that it muft be fomething 



Imth. Tiue })Iood of Sjt. JftQnariiis alone is a snlfi- 
cieat testimony of the truth. Is it possible^ that 
such a great and famous miraele does not conrert 
all heretics and infidels |o U|6 truths of the Romaa 
Catholic chorich 2 ' ._ ^ 

difierent 



ittkvtnt'from tfai«; -ftnl haveit ftom.the 
moft fati^fii^ry sothority, -from thafe uAo 
4iad oppert{tnitie8>^ kiiowii>g, and who be« 
litve no more til :tlie mirade .than yoa.'io, 
that this^oongeaM inafs Itarfomettmcs^een 
fotind m a UfM^ ftate in >€Dld weallter, 
bdfoise it was ^uched bf the Pmft^ or 
bi»ttght near the head of. the Saint f •nd 
that» on other 4>ec$iion&^ it has retnaifttd 
foiid !when broi^^ Jbefore him, notavith* 
ftatwSffig -all ihe Mkf'of the Brieft-to melt 
k. When iliis^ha^pefUy the fupevftitioasy 
which, u a^very modi^rate caklihtttOn; <Km« 
pr^ends ninety • nine in ^hundred isf the 
inhabitants of this city, are thrown iiftto'Ae 
^nftnaoft oonftemation, ^and^are fotitettnles 
.wrought up hy their iears inio ^ihiteK^ 
mind, y^Mdi k liighfy ^tianproiii -bbdito 
4beir ei«il and ocdefi&ilfcilhgovemoN. Ii is 
tnie,-thatdiifl happens Iwtfeldofn-; fen,'iin 
general, the fubftance in the phial^ what^er 
it may be, is in a f^Iid ^fbrm in the chapel, 
and becomes liquid ^en brought before^ Ihe 
Saint; but ^s this ^is net always Ifaece^e, it 
affoids reafon to believe, that, whatevler may 
halTe been the cafe when this fUioKile^or 
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Tyit'ich, call it wbich you pl^fe, was firft cx- 

r Jiibited> the principle on which it depends 

has fomehow or other been loft^ and is not 

now underftood fully, even by the prie(ls 

.Jth^mfelves ;^ or elfc they are' oot now fo 

leiXpert as formerly, in preparing ; the fub- 

Aance which reprefents the Saint's blood, fo 

: as to make it remain folid when it ought, 

$ihd liquefy the inftant it is required^ 

> . The head and blood of the Saint are kept 

, in a/kiid of ptefs^ with folding doors of £il- 

,.»cri in..|h^ chapel of 5t- Janijarius, belong- 

,'mg tOftbe cathedral church. The real bead 

1 i$ probah}yrni:}t fo fre{h, and well preferved, 

, psrihe blood ; and on thsit account is not ex- 

; pofed ,f the eyes of the public, but inclofed 

: ;iii a Jlarge filver bpft, gik and enrichedwlth 

i>ijejivels ftf high value, . This being- what ap- 

: ps^ar^ 4jQ the people, their idea of the Saint's 

:;if€^tures..and complexion are taken entirely 

'i .Irom: ihp buft* 

, > Tht blood is kept in a fmall repodtory by 

il .'\Abovtt mid-day, the buft, inclofing the 
-, -jeal beaid, was brought with great folemnity, 
'raoAjplaced under a kind of porticp, open pn 



all iklei, thsit tHe.4<^retit coQ:in3,u9itiest 
Which' come lin j>j($>cf fl^pn, may .bp able to 
tsrrtvk iXffinA xh^t thqjpe9gle,i]gjy have thp 
jcomfort -of .behol^jfig^^,,tbe , n^inicle. The 
f>ibb^£oito'ofr th0t ij^femn (hyt jwere;i|inib> 
•nia'abkl!;. ali.:.fih€ i^F^efs ^f. fi^pks. vv^ris 
xrfDwded with, the :v^rif>^s orders of qccleil- 
iftics, dfeflfed. in.'jtheir richefl. Tobes, Tlic 
-nonki ot.each conyent^wercmuftered .under 
•theic owli paittcular banaers. rA; fplendid 
CKoTsMvaflt cairwd ^ before jEfaqh ,pro<59ffion.; 
and!, the imager, ; in ^mafiy.. filver, of the 
Saihts> pecliUi^r^) pfat^piflpg. thf ^9vent$» 
;fbUowl3d r the. .crpf?*:,j; In^ldiis^^r^r' they , 
tonrchod from '.tliiie'f:o/xvejQts.tQ the paviiio9, 
under wh^cb the b^ <>^^^^ Janaarius was 
piacfei, abdjfciNiog ; doiif^d^e obeLfance to 
,tlifltgfeaf|>t(lt»9i^r^f tl}if ciljfjUhejr marched 
hackby;;atik^(^:eQ^Fpute,.iA the fame oi:der 
to tbeit convent*! B^t^aSr-^liere are a great 
many coUvQixts in Naples, and a great. num- 
ber of momk^fia each xonvent, though the 
proceflion$ .began foon aftqif. mid-day^ the 
evening was Weil advanced before (he lad pf 
; thefl^ h^ paffed. The grand proceflion of 
,:aIlJ>egan when the others had iinifhed. Jt 



^¥as dompofed of a tmfheMls body of bfei]|f, 
and an immeHfe^ tiitthiifiKib ^df ^guftiflc tof all 
ranks* headed by tbe ardfblAlllt> <^ Naples 
liii^felfy -Who <:afried the ^^1 ^cmtaimng 
the blood 'of the Saint "flic D«kc of Ha* 
zniltpn and' I atCoiiipafiied Sir WiUbm {!»• 
snilton to a hbufe dirieftly bppo&fe 'n» die 
^portico, where the fecred liead "was pbced. 
We there found a large ^enibly of Niei^o- 
litan nobility; A magftiftoent robe of Vel- 
vet, ridity embroidered, Was thmwn over 
the (hoolders of the biift; a ntilta^, rdiilgeiit 
Wrth jeweb^' war pUded! 6(1 < its 'bead. The 
^chbi(h^p,Wtth'a foIemh-pac«, and 9 look 
full of awe and venbmibn, approodied, 
holding forth ' the faered phial wfafchcoa* 
'tained the precibns homp df44obd« ^He ad- 
dreil^d UieSaitit in the b«i^ble0 manner, 
'fer«^ently prkyihg iti^t-Be W^MiId -grabitofiy 
cbmlefceild to manifcrft his 'regard to Hs 
"feithftir votaries the. people off "^Naples, hy 
^the ufual toK^^n bfdrdering tti^^Mpofhis 
ikcr&d blood tbafiuh^eits'hatiiral'Sndorip- 
nal form/ In thofe prayers he Wis jdncd 
^y the multitude around, partidularly^^c 
tyomen, ofwhooi tfiere^^eiDae4ib^e tttfo 



Aeir pro{H)^Qhk My 'cario£lty pr<>niipted 
oie to leave, the. Mco^yi d^d mj^g^ ^itl^ 
the multitode. . I got by disgrieiBs <|ui^ inea^ 
iiie buft. ^ Twenty ^iHiMi^tes^ 1^ alrea^ 
ctapfedi fince ^ Afldbbi^pi W beei) 
prar^itig with iaU po£Mo Qirin^ftxi^^, an4 

tutniiig the ^hialaroun4>m^aiQm)dwUhou^ 
any effisA. An o\d m^ilik. tiqiod, x^t th^ 
archbUhop^ and w^ijb at this tiimpft pains t<^ 
inArudl him how to ha^e, chafi^ a^yi- rub 
tlie phial; he frequeiMtly t^ok it \t^ his ewQ 
iiaiid$, but his itoanoeuvres ^f»er^sis iiK0e&iia|^ 
« thoi« of; the at^hbiAopk / Dy this tin^ 
&e peopfis had becotik^ ekccfi^jigly tioif^'i 
rhe women were qdite hoajsTe wiiih l^raying ; 
the tnonfe continued hi& operatioiif with io« 
creafed zeal; atu) the ^^hhifiiof was aj( 
wef iti a piofiife fiv^al wuih ve:^^ioti* In 
whatever light the faijuje pC the iniracio 
might appear to othevt, it was a very fecioua 
ttiatter to hisn ; becajufe ihq people confider 
fucK an event a& a pn>of d ibe Saint's dif. 
pleafore^ and a ce^ain indication that foiijio 
dreadfiol c^vldmily will cnfue» This w;^ tha 
firft 6pportunity he had had of officiating 
.£jice bisrooflabusian to the^^^ei. Tksit was 
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no knowing what fancy might have cntcreft 
rhto the hedds of a fu per ft itt(^» populace ; 
they might have imagined, ot fats, enemies 
inight have mfinuatfed, that th'e failure of 
<he miracle procecdeil from St. Januarius's 
^ifapprobatioil of the peffori in whofc hands 
it was to'hav^" iaitett' pla^d. .!i rf^vctr-few 
more evident markfi^ of vexation .and alarm 
than' appeared in the cguritenance of the 
tight reverend peffonage. This alone would 
have convinced me that they cannot com- 
{nand the liquefadiion when they pleafe* 
'While thirigs^vvere in this .ftate I obfervodja 
gentleman oirme haftily . tfaf ofagh the crpwd^ 
and fpeak to the old monk^ whos in a pretty 
loud -voice, and - vvith ' an accent ahd a  gri- 
mace - Very expreffive bf chagrin, ^ ncpliedi 
" Cofpetto di bacco^ dura come una pie* 
** tra. "* At the fame time an acquaint 
tance whifpered me. That it would be pru^ 
dent to retire,' becaufe the mob, on fimiiar 
occafions, have been ft ruck with a notion 
that the operation of the miracle was dif- 
turbed by the prefence of heretics ; on which 
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llicy are apt to infult them* I dififidify toolc^' 
hiis hint, and joiried the company I had lefr, f 
An "univcrfal gloom had overfpread all their) 
cotinteBances, they talked to each other in 
whifpers, and feemed opprefied with grief 
and contrition. One'very beautiful young 
lady cried and fobbed as if her heart had been 
ready to break. ' The paSions of foriie of 
the rabble without doors took a different 
turn ; inftead of forrow, they were filled 
with rage and indignation at the Saint's ob^ 
ftinacy. They put him in mind of the zeal 
with which he was adored by the people of 
all ranks in Naples ; of the honou|> which 
had been conferred on him ; that he was ref« 
pe£led here more than in any other country 
on earth ; and fome went fo far, as to call 
him an old ungrateful yellow* faced rafcal 
for his obduracy* It was now almoft dark 
—and when leaft expelled, the fjgnal was 
given that the miracle was performed. The 
populace filled the air with repeated (bouts 
of joy ; a band of mufic began to play ; Te " 
Dcum was fung ; couriers were difpatched 
to th^ royal family, then at Portici, wiih 
the glad tidings ; the young lady dried uf - 
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her teftrs ;' the couu^^n^nces of our comp^ay 
brightened in an inftant^ and they fat dawn 
to caiids vritfaoQt farther dread of erupti(Mis» 
carthc^uake^^ or peftilence. 

I bad ren>arkedy dating their fufpenfe 
with refpe6k to the fuccef^ of the raiiacle, 
that fojne imputed the delay partly to the 
vreather, which happened to. be rainy and 
colder than is ufa«il at this iipaibiiy and 
partly to the awkwardnefs of the Arcb- 
blihopy who, never having, performed. be«- 
fore»^ wlis acCufed of not handling the phial 
in the fame dexterous ai^ efiScacious man** 
ner that a perfon of experience would have 
done. While they imputed the failure ta 
thafe caufes, they feemed e<|aally niieafy 
with the reft of the compaiq^ about the 
cdnfefuences. It ftruck me^ thatr the firft 
fentiment was perfe&Iy inconfiftent with 
the fecond. I mentioned this to a French 
gentfemafi, who is here as travelling, coixi* 
pa&ien to the young Cooite de Grammont. 
•* F," (aid I, " the weather,, op the un- 
** ftilfalnefs of the Arehbifliop, has pre- 
*< vented the fubftanee m the phial from : 
** becoming liquid, ihis finely cannot be 
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'< ao indication that Heaven or the Saint 
is difpleafed \ if» on^ the contrary » thq. 
blood contiQuiQg folid i|i the prtfencc| 
*• ^of rbfi Saini, proceeds from He^vea, at 
** the Saint being olTended* then do kind, 
••of wc^thi^ti ami no kind of expertncf^ 
*^ on the part of the Archbifliop, couJd 
** have rendered it liquid,'* » " Mon* 

•* fieur,** (aid he, *• voila ce qu'dn appello 
** raifonacF €e q\k9 cts mefiueurs oe font 
^' jamais/' 

The fame evening, an actju^aintance of 
mine, who is aifo a Roman Catholic, and 
who remained clofe by the Archbiihop^till 
all was over, afifured me, that the miracler 
had failed entirely ; for the old monk feeing 
no fympton^ of the blood liquefying, had 
called pyt, th^t the niicacle had fucceeded j 
on which the fignal had been given^ the 
fi^ple had ihouted, t|ie Archblfhop had 
h^d up the kottle, moving it with a rapid 
BKi^ion before the eyes of the fpedtators^ 
and nobody choofing to coptradi(% what 
every body wiihed, be h>d been allowed 
to cover up the phial, and carry it back tq 
Xba chapel| with this contents in the fam9 
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form they had come abroad. How far this 
account is esraftly true, I will not take on 
me to afiert; I was not near enoagh to fee 
the tranfaftion myfelf, and I have only the 
authority of this perfon, having heard not 
c)ther body fay they had obferved the ^stmc ' 
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± HE tomb of Virgir is on the mountain of 
Paufilippo, a^-littlc above the grotto of that 
name ; you afcend to it by a narrow pathr 
which runs through a vineyard ; it is over- 
grown with ivy leaves, and fbaded with 
branches, fhrubs, and buflies ; an ancient 
bay-tree, with infinite propriety, overhangs^ 
it. Many a folitary walk have I taken tor 
this place. The earth, which contains his 
a&ej^ we expedl to find dothed in the 
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brigliteft verdure. Viewed from this inagici • 
fpot, the objeiSts which adorn the bay become  
doubly interefting. The Poet*s ^ferfes are ; 
here recoIle<Sled with, additional pkafurC; 
the verfes of Virgil are interwoven in Okfir 
minds with a thoufand interefting ideas, ' 
with the memory of our boyifh yeto, oc . 
the fportive fcenes of childhood, of c^Qr 
earlieft friends and companions, mainy. of* 
whom are now dead; and thofe who.ftill 
live, and for whom we retain th© firft 
impreilion of affedion, are at fuch a dif- 
tance, as renders the hopes of feeing them 
again very uncertain. No. wonder, there- 
fore, when in a contemplative mood, that 
our Jfteps are often diredled to a fpot . fo 
well calculated to create and cheriih fen« 
-timents congenial with the ftate of out 
mind. But then comes an antiquariani 
who, with his odious doubts, difturbs the 
pleafing fource of our enjoyment ;-and from 
the fair and delightful fields of fancy, con^ 
veys us in a moment to a dark, barren i; 
and comfortlefs defert ;— -he doubts, whether 
this be the real place where the aihes ofi 
Virgil were djcpofited ; and tells us an un-; 
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UxishSLotj ftory sAxnrt the olhcr fide of the 
bay, and thafthe is rather inclined to believe 
that the Poet was buried fomewhene there^ 
ivitbottt 6xing on any particular fpoe. 

Would to heaven thofe doubters would 
keep their minds to themfelves^ and not 
raffle ^ tranqolUity of believers ! 

Batr afier all, why ihoald not this be 
the reid tomb j>f ^Virgthf Why Oiould the 
enthufiaftsD^ ddight in pilgrimages to this 
fpotr be deprived of that pleafure? Why 
{hpuld the Poet's ghoft be allowed to wander 
aWng the dresary banks of Styx, till the an- 
tiquarians ereA a cenotaph in bis honour? 
Even they acknowledge, thdX he was buried 
oti this bay, and near Naples ; and tradition 
has fixed on this fpot, whicli, exclufive of 
other ptefcimption$9 is a much ftronger evi*. 
4eRce in its favjour than tfadr vague £on*< 
jodtTres agatnd it. 

In your way to the clalEc fieldi of Baia. 
and Comae, you pa& through the grotto of 
Pauiilippo, a fubterraneous pai&ge through 
^ie^nountain, near a mile in length, about 
twenty s|bet in breadth, and thirty or forty 
in heighv^ery whc^re, except at the two 
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extremkies, where k ismucbhigbe?. People 
of £iifcion generally drive through this paf* 
fage with torches^ but die CQunUry peopled 
and £oot paflengers find tktif way withottl 
much difficulty by the light Which enters at 
the extremities, and at two holes j^ced 
through the mountain near the middlo ^ 
the grotto, which admit light from above* 

Mr. Addtfoa tells us, ibat the common 
people of Naples, in bis time, .believed 
that this paflage through the mountain wa> 
ihe work of magic, and that Virgil was the 
magician. But tUs is the age of fcepticifm : 
and the common people, in . imitation of 
people of fafhion, begin to harbour doubts 
concerning all their old eftabliflied opinions* 
A Neap<riitan Valet-de- place aiked an En- 
gl f& gemleman lately » Whether Sigmor 
Virgilioy of whom he had heard fo machp 
had really, and bona fide^ been a magician : 
«r not? 'VA magician !" replied the En** 
gliihman ; ^* aye, that he was, and a very 
*^ great magician too.*' *^ And do you,** 
refumed tiie Valet, ** believe it was he who: 
" pierced this rock P* '* As for this par^ 
V<Ucakir rock/' anfwered the mafter^ *' I 
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*^ will not fwear to it from ray own know^» 
^ ledge^ becaufe it was done before I was 
'* horn ; but I am ready to make oath, that 
**^ I have known him pierce, and even melt, 
*' fomc very obdurate fiibftances." 

Two miles beyond the Grotta di Paufi- 
]ippo, is a circular lake, about half a mile in 
diameter, called Lago d'Agnano, on whofe 
margin is (ituated the famous Grotta del 
Cane, where fo many dogs have been tor«- 
tttred and fuilbcated, to fhew the efiedl of a 
vapour which rifes about a foot above the 
bottom of this little cave, and is deftru£iive 
of animal life. A dog having his head held 
in this vapour, is convulfed in a few minuties, 
and foon after falls to the earth mottonlefs. 
This experiment is repeated for the amufe- 
ment of every unfeeling perfon, who has 
half a crown in his pocket, and- afFe£):s a 
torn for natural philofophy^ The experi- 
ment is commonly n^ade on dogs ; becaufe 
they, of all animals, ihew the greateft af« 
fe<Skion for man, and prefer his company 
to that of their own fpecies, or of any 
other living creature. The fellows who 
attend at this cave have always fome o^ 
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ferable dogs, with ropes about their necks, 
ready for this cruel purpofc. If the poor 
animals were :unco<«^ci9tus of what wa^ to. 
happen^ it would hs left afie^ipg^ but^ 
they ftrgggle to get free, arid feeW every 
^mptom 6f horror, When they are dragged 
to this cave of torment. I ibould have 
been happy to have taken, the effe^ of the 
vapour for granted, without a new trial ; but 
foine of the company were of a more phi* 
k>(bphical turn of niind than 1 have ,any 
pretehfionis to. When the unhappy animal 
found all his efforts to efcape were in^ 
cfFedlual, he feemed to plead for metcy by 
the dumb eloquence of looks, and the* 
blandifhments natural to his fpecies. While 
he licked the hand of his keeper, the un« 
relenting wretch daifbed him a blow, and 
thruft his head into the murderous vapour*. 
When the real utility- of the^nowledge 
acquired by cruel experiments on animals 
( a pracSiice which has been carried to dread*^ 
fut lengths of iate ) is fairly dated, and 
compared with the exquifitenefs of tbdr 
lufFerings, the benefit refulti»g ta mankind 
frbm thence will feem too dearly bought ii| 
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the eyes of ft perfon. of humanity. Ma« 
ih'anity ! If language had belonged to other. 
ammats befides niaiii,>»*ght;not they have. 
diofen that word to expreis -^ Cf o^lty ? If' 
tbey had, thank God, they would have done^ 
injttilice to many of the human fi^e. L 
have left the poor, dog too long in the va«^ 
pour ; flnuch lon^r than he remained in: 
reafity. The Dfokc of Hamilton, Jhocked 
at the MUiw^s faarhariiyy tvreft^d the dog^ 
from hts handsy bore him to the open air^. 
and gave him life and liberty; which ho 
feemed to enjoy with all Ae bounding rap^ 
tare of gladnefs and gratitutde. If you ihou Id 
ever come this way^ pray do not infiil on 
feeing thcexperimeht ; it is not worth while; 
the thing if'afeehained ; it is beyond a doubt 
dial this vapour convoUes and kills every 
breatUng animal, ^ 

Tw:^ome next to the &vo(U'kte fields of 
ta^&j^izpd poetical fi^iqn* Tlie Campi 
Phiegrei, where Jupiter overcame the giants; 
the folfaterra ftiil fmokingi as if from thq 
effeds of his thunder ; the Monfe Nova« 
which was thrown fuddenly from the bowels 
of the earth, as if the fons of Titan had 



intended to. renew the war ; the Monte Bar- 
baro,: formerly Mons Gaarus».the favojariter 
of Bacchus ; the. grotto of the Cuxnaean . 
Sibyl ; the noxiooi and gloomy lakes> of 
Avernusand Acheron; and the green bow« 
ccf of Elyiium. 

Xhe town of Puzzoli, and its envhrops, 
prefent fuck a number of objefts worthy ^ 
of the attention of the antixjuarlan, the na- , 
tural phUofof^her,; and the claflic fcholar,, 
that to defcribe all with the minuteoefs they 
deierve> would £]1 volumes. 

The Temple o£ Jupiter Serapls at Puz- 
2j^iy is accounted a very: interefting monu* 
ment of antiquity; being ^quite different; 
fi^ona the Roman, and Greek tempks,. and 
built in ihe..mannffr of the AfLatics^, pro« 
bably by^ the Egyptian and Afiatic mer- 
chants fettled at Puzzoli^ which, w^s the 
great emporinm of Italy, until the Romani 
biilh Oftia. and Antiumu ^ 

Sylla havuig^abdicated the Dl^Sbtorihip^ 
retiredi and pofled the remainder of his life 
is this city. 

The ruins of Cicero's villa, near this city^ 
ase of fuch extent, a» to give a high u 



of tfe wealth of this great orator, IJ^i 
Fortune always beftowed her gifts with fo 
irtuch propriety, flic never would have been 
accufed of blindnefs.. When the truly great 
are bleffed with riches, it affords pleafure 
to every candid mind. • Neither this villa 
near Puzzeli, that at Tufculum, nor any 
of his other country-feats, were the fcenes 
of idlcnefs or riot. They are diftinguifhed 
by the names of the works be compofed 
there ; works which have always been the 
delight of the learned, and which, ftili more 
than the important fervices he rendered his 
country when in office, have contributed to 
immortalize his name. 

* The bay between Puzzoli and Baia is 
about a league in breadth. In crofling this 
ill a boat, you fee the ruins called Ponte di 
Caligula, from their being thought the re- 
mains of a bridge which Caligula attempted 
to build acrofs. They are by others, with 
more probability, thought to be the ruins of 
a mole built With arches. Having paiTed 
over this gulph, a newlSeTd of curiofities 
prefents itfelf. The baths and prifons of 
Nero, the tomb.ofTAgrippina, the temples 



of. Venias, of Diana, and of Mercury, and 
the ruins of the ancient city ef Curoas; but 
no veftiges-^OWfremain of many of thofe 
magnificeht vitTas wtficli Ad(Jrned4his luxu- 
rious coaft, nor even of the to.wn of Baia 
The whole of this beauteous bay, formerly 
the feat of pleafure, and, at one period, the 
moil populous fpot. in . l^ji ; ji& /now . veqr 
thinly inhabited ; and the contrail is Aill 
ftrongey between the ancient opulence and 
prefent poverty, than between the numbers 
of its ancient and prefent inhabitants. It 
hiuft ber 3ckiiow4edged, tha^ we can hardly 
\6dk ■ai^dondr u^, in anyp«art of ^is yrorldi^ 
without perceiving objeflis. wbich> to a con- 
templative mind, convey rbfiet^ions on the 
inftability of grandeur, and the fad vicifli^ 
tudes and reverfes to which human affairs 
ikre liable: but .^^^ . thofe objects are fa 
minierbu9, and fo fttiking, th?^t they n>ufl 
make an impreffion oa jdie fiooft carelefs 
jaffeDger, 
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Nftpb*. . 

A.S theCof^rt ivt notj at ptefiant a^C^iTef t% 
we have not feen tha^ place in all ilB ipk9^ 
dotir; we pafied, however, one e«cry ^gree^Uc} 
day there, with Lady Hsuntlton attdSiril^iTj^ 
Fsatberdon. 

The palace at CaiEsita was begust trcth^ 
year 1756-; afftcr a pl$ri of VanVitcUif; tbtf 
Work IS now carried o» under the direfltioo 
of his fon^ While the prefcrit Ktng c^ SpaU| 
remained at Napl^s^ there wece gena^aMjT 
about two thoufend workmeaemployed ; ^ 
prefein there are about five faimdredb II 
wtil be finiflked iaa few yeer$, and will thept^ 
nnqueftionaMy,' be one of the moft' ipacioai 
and magnificent palaces in Europe. It bidt( 
been faid, that London is too large a capital 
for the ifland of Great Britain ; and it has 
been compared to a turgid head placed on an 
emaciated body. The palace of CaiTeita 



Wl& 'ftems oQt df proponfkni mih the re*^ 
vettoe& of this ktngiloin.. It is not, prpperlf 
tjpeakingf ia hoad >too lurge for the bodxi^ 
but rather an ornament, by ittu^h too.-e^ 
fielifi^ and i^alkV for ritb^rheM or.hody. 
This. psftace is fihratdl about k%t€^ milat 
^horth ^om 'Najplfa, dn [the : plain whew 
Tificiettt Oapoa ftbod. it wssHrbought^ pi]ii- 
detit to fotfud z 1>irilditig« on, which fucfi 
iums of moi«fcytWc^e to be?hiiri(he4t' at « 
eofiftkrible diftlnieetlVot^rMdum y^viii|» 
flt'^^r^ tb^lie wMhed, that tjne iGOQiepts^ ^ 
m^ ^taMliet at Bortici virere . moHiyed ^rom 
^SkO^'faflttendahgenite jse%hbooi1^ood. v ^^ 
^e^nn^^C notiieiiipiaed io ground for ihe 

^rt-dens, may hate^been l»s>S^>«iii<h'M^fl{y*'f 
^ftMotlVt^'fdr.^phoofiinj^ thatcfait-p^lsuce lhott)d 
^ ^ atldiftaoce.irdiit Mapk^: and, t^t it 
^{^ tidb bejteftpofed -tainfpttr/rffi^ aa 

deter<iHR«d-hiia to^Uce^k at a ^i\anQe. frpm 
thefca. 

This immenfe buildiltgis bf a reiftangtihit 
form, fevcn hundred aildSfty 'feet ^Englifli, 
by -fiye hundred ~a»d eighty i, about pnc 
hundred and twelve fe^t high, ooiiipreheadin^ 



\ 



•fiVehaWt*!eftorics»wVicb contm fucb'^ 
iiumbehof aparttoents^ iis, will accbnuoo^ate 
th6'ix*oft numcr<^» coor%. witjiput' any 
i!iccefl&ry buildirtgs* ' ^.o n; v. i r..: 
» \l1i« riftaJigk' isjdwffleA'lntt) four courts, 
ifeadfi e>f^a*Au)P't*oflilmAftdeia«<i ifeftj^tivo 
fc^t'by^nrhoiidrcd^ajrf'&Wnty?^* Jh' each 
of the tWO'prkvciptl fifentf^ iifc tfer^e cor- 
^tdporidifig' gates, fdrmihg^ tbr«e pp^nings^ 
^whicli' 'pfcwfc- the^ whole 'Wilding. .The 
*!(Mte gafrti/foito^ theim)tty^ t^l.-a ciivagni- 
^ficfeHri^iiSdi' ttarough^bkh. tbft c^^^es 
^rtvfeJ -^tt the ^ widdic of ' tbis, -^Hi Ja .the 
WSre -irf'Hhe «iifioc^ dwre Js'a y^eftibiiJc ' 
o! M ifdtifgmdb i fonh, . rfcrbfch opai$ ^ into 
' the ^foiir grairfr'^ cddits -lart'^fcrfr / fi4e& . pf . tjic 
o^^odt tvjro bthei^ ;:^6.vdpenitiaio t;!^ 
^rt?eo/ otie to 4}fi£ ftaiitafe;:i;fitlil»£2«( tbfc 
«cfigfilh < -file, there IslaqftatoB; cdbiHffeales 
€r6\^tted' % ^iAbry, * jwith/ this itifc)'t]^i:Mi : 

ViKtUS PO^T J-bRTlA F^CTA bimo^f A>t .♦• 

The^gFdq^ A^ir;cafe! is adorned with the 
il^eft. marble, ; the upper vefiibule |o whicb 

* 

* Virtue ctoVvA9'lilm*ii£t^r iaany ^reat 'at^dhi^lri* 



~ you afcend by this noble flair, is an 6£lagon 
ilfp, and furroiinded by twenty-four pillars of 
yellow marble, each of which 15 of one piete 
of cight^h feet high, without incliliingihe 
pedeflal or cafpkal. From this upper veflibille 
there are entries kito L  ' But I have a 
notion you are tired of this defcriptioii, 
which I affure you is likewise my cafe. I 
beg, therefore, yoa may take it for granted, 
that the apartments within, particularly th^ir 
Majeflies\ and that deftined for balls and 
theatrical entertainments, correfpond with 

' the magnificence of the external appearan<!e. 

Among the workmen employed in finl(h« 

ing this palace ^nd the gardens, there 

are one hundred and fifty Africans^; for 

a$ the King of Naples is conflanrly at war 

with the Barbary ^tes» he. always has a 

.nucnbef of their 'ftilor&'prifoners, -all of 

whom are immediately employed as" flaves 

in the gallies, or at fdin6 public wort. There 

are at prefent at Ca^rtaf, about the fame 

number of Chriftian ilaves ; all ofthefe have 

been condemned 10 'th?« fervitude fo^ fofhc 

crime, fome of them- fdr the greatcft of Wl 

crimes j they are, fcbweve*,- better* clothed 






and fed thiin the Africans, This is done, «o 
doubt, in bonout of the Chriftian religian, 

. and to demonftrate that Chriftians, even 

. after they hawe been found guilty of the 
i>UciLeft x:rime$, are worthier men, and more 

*. defer? tqg of lenity, than Mahometan .{iri* 
(oners, however iiinocefit Aey may be ia^l 
ptber re^pe^ 

The gardens belonging to this palace are 
equally exte6five and/mi^ntficent. A great 
nuitiber of 6ne ftatues, moft of them xsopies 

: of. the beft antique, aK^kept in a ftorehoufe 
till the gardena are fi^iAied, 'when they will 
be i^aced in them. The largeft and €neft 
elephant I ever farw is here at prefent ; he is 
k^t by African flaves ; ihey Teem to know 
how to manage him perfe&ly ; he is wsU 
thriven, and ^les .throi;igh a j^umbcr of tri^ 
and evoktipus >wi|h n^inch docilli^ iis4J!M^* 
ment» 

« 

In the gard<fn the^e is an artificial wacer 

and ifland* This, if one may venture to^y 

M Cb, (eems a Kttleinjudieiotis; it-brings to our 

« memory t|ie bay of 'Naples, with its iflands, 

a recolk£kion by no means favourable to this 

I »>yal ooattivaaGe. xLi this iSand there is a 

kind 
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Viltd of a taftU, regularly fortified, with^a 
ditch around it> and Yam parts, baftions^Tally- 
ports, &fc. &c. aixl a numerous strain of 
artillery, fome of them nine or ten •otfvccY. 
I no fooner entered this fort, than I wifhf d 
" that Uncte Toby and Corporal Trim Ijjid 
been of our party ; it would liave charmed ^ 
the foul of the worthy veteran and liis 
fiaithful fervant. 

I afked the man . who attended us, what 
he imagined this fortification was intended 
for ? — Sir Harry reattierfton faid, ** The 
** cannon werfe certainly defigned againft 
*^ the frogs, who were continually attempt- 
*' ing to fcak the rj^miparts from the ditch/* 
— I aiked again. What was tlie real defiga 
of eredling this fort ? The man anfwered, 
ftretching out his arms, and making as 'wide 
a circle with them ^s he caul|d,; *,* /jf Stto, 
** tutto per ^1 follazo del Re.".* " Ye§,'' 
' faid I, " it is furely in the h^heft degree 
" reafonable, that not only this fortj^j but the 
^' whole kingdom, i]iouI4 be a.{pxopriated 
" to jhe amufement of his Majefty.'.'TT^ 

. ' f - -J, 

* All, iU for tlie King's fiTnttieitientr 

VOL. u. ":■ ••'• '-ja-^i 
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<* Certo,*'* replied the man, I wiihed to 
iee how far the fellow's liberality would go. 
*— " Not only this kingdom^** continued 
I, *' but all Europe would be highly ho- 
/^* noured in contributing to the amufement 
« of his Majefty." « Ccrto, certo, *> (aid 
^Q man. 
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Naples* 

Jt HE King and Queen lately paid a vifit 
to four of the principal nunneries in this 
town. Their motive was to gratify the 
curiofity of ih^Archduchefs and her hufband 
prince Albert of Saxony, I ought to have 
" Informed you, that this illnftrioas couple 

% ©W^Ji surely^ 
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' left Vienna fome months after us, with an 

intention to make the tour of Italy. We 

rfaad the honoor 'Of feeing^ them frequently 

ivhil;c at JElome,. where tliey conciliated the 

;iffe^ons t>f the Italian ndblc$ by their ob« 

figing manaersy "as much as they comtiianded 

refpeSt %y thwr hi^ rank. The Arch- 

' duchefs is a very beautiful woman, and 

more 'diftinguifhed ^y the pR>i>riety of Jier 

' condod, than by either 4»irth or .beauty. 

As. wliite* by tine link «f contraft, is cpn- 

n^dted with the idea ^f black, fo this amiable 

Ducheis (bmetimes recalls jbhofe to people's 

memories, whofe ideas of dignity are 'ftrongly 

cpntrsfted with her's.. . Gonfirious, from her 

inf^ney, of thechigheft rank* and accuftpnied 

tQ hok^urs, it never <«ters mto her thoughts 

th^t aery perfon- will fail in paying her a ' ^ 

cftte refpe£t.; while they, eternaHy jealous 

that enough of refpe^ is not paid them, 

give themfelves airs which would be in^ 

tolerable in an Emprefs. A fmile of be- 

nignity puts ati who approach this Prinqefs 

perfei^ly at their eafe, and dignity £tS; as 

fmoothly on her as a well made garment ; 

%vhile, on them> it b^iftles out like the quills 
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of a porcupine, or the feathers of an enraged 
turkey-cock. 

As nobody is permitted to enter thofe 
convents, except on fuch extraordinary oc- 
cafions as this, when they are vifited by the 
Sovereigns, the Britifh Minifter feized this 
opportunity of procuring an order for ad- 
mitting the-Diiike of Hamilton and me. 
We accordingly accompanied him, and a 
few others, who were in the Ktng^s fuitc. 
I have feen various nunneries in different 
parts of Europe, but none that could be 
compared even with the meanefl: of thofe 
four in this city, for.neatnefs and con- 
veniency. Each of them is provided with 
a beautiful garden, ^nd.thie (itdatioH of one 
is the bappieft that can be imagined, com- 
jnanding a profpe£l nearly as e'xtenfivc as 
th^t from the Carthufian convent near the 
caftle of St. Elmo. Thofe four nunneries 
are for the reception of young ladies of ^ood 
families ;, and into one in particular, none 
but fuch as are of very high rank can be 
admitti^, Either as penfioners or to take the 
veih Each of the young ladies in this 
ipjendid'convent have both a fummer and a 
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Winter apartment, apd many other accom« 
modations unknown in other retreats of this 
nature. Tlie royal vlfitors were received 
in all of them by the Lady Abbefs, at the 
head of the oldeft of the fifterhood; they 
were afterwards pvefented with nofegays, 
and ferved with fruit, fweetmeats, and 2l 
variety of cooling drinks, by the younger 
niuns. The Queen and her amiable iliUr 
received all very gracioufly ; converfing fa- 
iBiharly with the Lady Abbefles, and aiking 
a.few obliging quedions of each. 
• In one convent the company were fur-, 
prifed, on being led into a large parlour, to , 
fsod 9 table covered, and every appearance 
of a mod plentiAil cold repaft, confining 
€^ feveral joints of meat, hams, fowl, fifli, 
and various other diOies. It feemed rather 
iilrjudged to have prepared a feaft of fuch 
a fo^id nature immediately after dinner ; 
for thofe royal vifits were made in the af- 
ternoon. The Lady Abbefs, however, 
earueftly prefled their Majefties to fit down ; 
with which they complied, and their ex« 
ample was followed by th^ Archduchefs and, 
jtpm.e of the ladies ] the nons Hood behind^ 
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to fervc their royal gueftsr The Qawn 
chofe a (Bee of cold ttrrkey, which, on being 
cut upy turned out a large piece of lemoo 
ice, of the (hape andappearance of a roafted 
turkey. All the other difbes were ices of 
iplrioos k'rnds, difguifed under the forms of 
joints of nieaty fifti^ and fowl, as abiDve men* 
tioned. The gaiety and good humour of the 
iCing^ tlie afiible and engaging behaviour of 
the royal fiftersy and the fatisfaflion which 
beamed from the plump- countenance of the 
Lady Abbefs, threw an air of cheerfubie& 
frti* this fcene ; which was interrupted; how- 
ever, by gleams of melancholy^ refle£UoiH» 
which fttled not to dart acrofs the mind, at^ 
iSghf of ft> many vitflims to the pnde of fat* 
jAity; to avarice, and fuperftitton. Many of 
thofe vi£Bms were in the full bloom of 
health aind youth, and fame of theni. vfprc 
remarkably handfon^e. There is (bmelhing 
in" a nun's drefs which renders the -beauty* 
of a young woman more interefling, than- 
is in the power of the gayeft, richeft, «tK> 
moYl laboured ornaments. This certainly 
does not proceed from any thing remarkably 
becoming in bhck and white flannel. The 



Lady Abbefs and the elderly nuns made n(», 
more impreffion in their veftal robes, than 
thofe dale forlorn dames, whom you may 
fee difpiaying their family jewels and (hri^ 
veiled coBntenahces every nigfit at Ranelagh 
or in the lide-fooxes. 1j|he Jnt^reft you tak# 
in a beautiful woman is heightened oh ifeeihg 
her in the drels of a nun, by the o'ppbiitioii 
which yoa iAn^ine exif^s between the Itfitf 
to whiph her ralh VoWs havi^ edndemnedf 
her, and that to which her dWn tinbiafled 
inclinatiori would have led heh Yoa are'' 
moved with pity, v^hich you knoW is a-kin 
to love, on feeing a youtlj^ blooming creature 
doomed to retirement and felf-denial, who 
was formed by nature for fociety ahd en-^' 
joyment. 

If we may credit the Ancient poets, thofe 
young women who are confined to i cloifter^ 
lire on any part of this coaft, arc hiofe to 
be pitied than they would be utider the fd^'tticf 
reftraint elfewhere. They tell us, jhe very^ 
air in this part of Italy is repugnant to that 
kind of conftitution,'and that turn of mind, 
of which it would be peculiarly happy for 
nuus to be poflefled. Proper tins in treats bis 



CyhiM^ not to remain too long on a fhore 
which he Teems to think dangerous ta the 
fhaftef^ rtiaiiJen. 

* 

Tu raodo ^amprimum corruptas delere 
^ I Baias — * 

qi If ^ jf 4 :$. If ff 4 :$. JH^c 

• I. ' 

Littora qua^ fuerant cadis inimica pueiris.-(^ 

Matttat. afiertsi that ^ woman who came 
hither as- chafte ps Penelope, if Ihe remained 
any ttme, would depart a^.JicenUous and 
'depraved as Helen* 

Penelope venit, abit Helene. 

I have certainly met with ladles, after ihey 
had. redded fome time at Naples, who, in 
point of chara6ler. and conditution, were 
thought to have a nauch ftronger refcm- 
blance to Helen than to Penelope ; but as 
I have no great faith in the fudden operation 
of phyfical. caufes in matters of this kind, I 
never doubted of thofe ladies having carried 

f  

• ''' I inireab'yau to forsake, as soont as possible^ the 
corrupt coast of Baia. 

* f  f 

. J. -.  •  

Y A coast most unftieitdly to mo^st msdds. i 
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the feme difpofition to Naples that they 
brought from it. Though there arc not 
l?7anting thofe who affirm, that the influence 
of this f<;ducing climate is evident now^ in 
as (Irong a degree as it is defcribed to have 
been anciently ; that it pervades people of 
all ranks and conditions, and that in the 
convents themfelyes ; 

Even there, where frozen chaftity retires, 
Love finds an alt^ for forbidden fires. "- 

Others, who carry their refedrches ftill deeper, 
and pretend to have a diftindl knowledge 
of the tStSt of aliment through all its changes 
on the human conftitution, think that the 
amorous difpofition imputed to Neapolitans, 
is only in part owing to their voluptuous 
climate, but in a far greater degree to tlje 
hot, fulphureous nature of their foil, which 
thofe profound naturalifts declare commu- 
nicates its fiery qualities to the juices of ve- 
getables; thence they are conveyed to the 
animals who feed on them, and particularly 
to man, whofe nourifhment confifting both 
of animal and* vegetable food, he muft have 
in his veins a double dofe of the ftimiilating 

u * 



particles in queftion. No wonder, there-' 
fore, fay thofe nice invefligators of caofe and 
tffcSty that the inhabitants of this country 
are more given to amorous indulgences, than 
ihofe who are favoured with a chafter (oil 
and a colder climate. 

For my own part, I muft acknowledge^ 
that I have feen nothing, fince I came to 
Naples, to jafiify the general imputations 
above mentioned, or to fupport tUs very 
ingenious theory. On the contrary, tber^ 
are circumftances fiom which the oppolers 
of this fyflem draw very different conclu- 
fions; for every fyflem of philofophy, like 
every Miniiler of Great Britain^ has an op- 
pofition. The gentlemen in oppofition to 
the voluptuous influence of this climate, and 
the fiery eiSefis of this foil, undermine the 
foundation of their xintagoniAs' theory, by 
averting, that, fo far from being of a warmejr 
complexion than their neighbours, the Nea* 
j>olitans are of colder conflitutions, or more 
philoibphic in the command of their paflions^ 
than any people in Europe. Do not the 
lower clafs of men, fay they^ Arip them* 
&lves before the houfes which Ifroat the 
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bay^ and bathe in the Tea without the 
fmnileft ceremony ? Are not numbers of 
thofe ftouty athletic figures, during the heat 
of the day, feen walking and fporting on 
the ifaore perfeAly naked ; and with no 
more Idea of (hame, than Adam felt in his 
Hate of innocence ; while the ladies frofh 
their coaclies^ and the fer?aht maids and 
yt>ung girls, who pafs along, contemplate 
this lingular fpeAacIe^with as little apparenjt 
amotion as the ladies in Hyde Park behold 
;i review of the liorfe*guards ? 

As Sir William and Lady Hamilton are 
preparing to vifit England, and the Di^ke 
/eels no inclination to remain after they 
are gpne, we. intend to retara to ]R.om€ inf 
few d^ys. : 
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VV E delayed vifnfng Tivoli, Frefcati, ani 
Albano, till our returir from Naples/ 

The Campagna is an uninhabited plaio 
Turrounding the city of ttome, bounded on 
one fide hf the f(^a, and on the other by an 
amphitheatre of hills, crowned with towny, 
Villages, and viflzts, wlirch form t\\t fined 
landfcapes tlrat can be imagined. The 
inciertt Romini were worit to feek-fheltcr 
^rOni fhfe'ifcbi-dfting'heats 6f fiimme^, ^mong 
the woods and lakes of thofe hills<^ ^nd the 
Cardinals and Roman Princes, at the faine 
feafon, retire to their villas; while many of 
the wealthier fort of citizens take lodgings in 
the villages, during the feafon of gathering 
the vines. 

On the road from Rome to Tivoli, about 
three miles from the latter, ftrangers are 
defired to viGt a kind of lake called Solfatara, 
formerly La:as Aibudus, and there fhowii 



•ertatn fubfiances, to which they give the 
name of Floating Iflands. They, are nothing 
clfc than bunches of btilruihes, fpringin^ 
from a thin foift, formed by dud and fand 
blown from the adjacent ground, and glaed 
together by the bitumen which fwims on the 
furftice of this lake, and the fulphur with 
which its waters are impfegnated. Some of 
tjiefe iflands are twelve or fifteen yards ia 
kngth ; the foil h fufficientiy (Irong to bear 
five OP fix people, who, by the means of a 
pole, may move to different parts of the lake^ 
as if they> were in a boat. This lake empties 
itfelf by a whitifli, muddy flream,'into the 
Tcveronc, the ancient Anio ; a vapouf, of a 
fulphureous fmell, arifing from it as it floors; 
The ground near tiiis rivulet, as isiCo around 
the borders of the lake, refounds, as if it 
were hollow^ when a^horfe gallops^ over \U 
The wMer of this lake has the fingular 
quality of covering every fubftance which it 
touches with a hatd, white, ftoney matter; 
On V throwing a bundle of fmall flicks' op 
A^rubsintok they wiMV- irt'Tffmr days, b^ 
covered wjih a white crufl ; but what feems 
ftill more extraordiffary, 4ht$ enctttftlting 
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quality is not fo (Irong in the bke itfelf» at 
in die canaU or Uttle rivulet that runs froot 
it ; and the farther the water has flowed from 
the lake» till it is quite loft in Hhe Anio, the 
ftronger this quality is« Thofe fmall» round 
^ncruftations, which coyer the fand and 
pebbles* refembUog fugar plunib9, are ca)le4 
Confetti di Tivoli.* Flflies are found in th^ 
AniOy both above and below Tivoli, till i| 
receives the Albula ; after which > during thii 
reft of its courfe to the Tiber, there are ooiie» 
The waters of this lake had a high medical 
repuution anciently, but they are in no 
efteem at prefent* 

Near the bottoni of the eminence on 
which Tivoli ftands, are the ruins of the va(l 
and magnificent viUa built by the emperor 
Adrian* In this were contpreheiided an 
amphitheajtre, feveral temples, a library, a 
circus, 9 naumacbia* The emperor alfo gave 
to the buildings and ^dens of this fiunous 
villa th^ names of the moft celcbjated places ; 
as the Academia, the Lycieum, the Pry* 
laneum »( Athens, the Tempe of ThdSgijp 



and the Elyfian fields and infernal regions of 
the poets.. There were alfo commodious 
apartments for a vaft number of guefts, all 
admirably diftribtHedy with baths and every 
conveniency. Every quarter of the world 
contributed to ornament diis faiiious viUat 
whofe fpoils have fince fcN-med the principal 
prnaments of the CampadogliOy the Vatican^ 
and the palaces of the Roman Princes. It it 
faid to have been three miles in length, an4 
above a mile in breadths Some Antiquarians 
make it much larger ; but the ruins, now re* 
maining, do not mark a furface of a quarter 
of that extent. 

At no great diftance, they (hew the place 
to which the Eadern Queen Zenobia was 
confined, jfter fbc was brought io triumph 
to Rome by the enfperor Aurelian. 

The town of Tivpli jz npw wretchedly 
poor; 4t boafts however greater antiquity 
Asm JlQiDe ]j;f4f, ^0^ the 9.nciem Tibur, 
which, Horace inforips us, Was ^Quoded hf 
a Qitcian Potoiiy« 
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* Tibur Argaeo pofitum colono 
Sit meae fcdes utinam ienedtae,* ^ 

Qvid gives it the fame origin, in the fourth 
book of theFafli.: . . 

*-*— Jam moenia Tiburis udi 

Stabaut i Argolicae quod pofuere manus.f 

This was a populous and flourifliing town 
in, remoter antiquity ; but it appears to have 
been thinly, inhabited in the reign of Au« 
guftus. Horace, in an epiftie to Maecenas, 
n»ys, - 

Parvum parva decent. Mihi jam non Regia 
Roma, 

Sed vacuum Tihur placet.J 

» 

^ May Tibar to my latest hour*. 
Afford a kind and calm retreat ; 
Tibnr, beneath whose lofty towers. 
The Grecians fix'd their Lliaftil seat;* 

F&ANCIS. 

' t Tlie walls of the moist Tibur then stood, whid^ 
ivas- founded by the Greeks. 

% For little works become their little fate, •• 

And every age, not Aome'^s imperial seatjt. 

 * * ^t * * * 

But Tibur's solitude my tastt can j»leAa«. 
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ThcMigh the town itfelf was not popuk)u$» 
the beauty of the fituatidn, and whole- 
fomenefs of the air, prompted great numbers 
of illuftrious Romans, both before the final 
deftrudion of the Republic, and afterwards 
in Auguftus's time, to build country-houfes 
in the neighbourhood. Julius Caefar had a 
villa here, which he was under the necefilty 
of felling to defray the expenceof ihe pulnlic 
fhows and games he exhibited to the people 
during his ^dilefhip. Plutarch fays, that 
his liberality and magnificence, on this occa* 
fion, obfcured the glory of all who had pre* 
ceded him in the office, and gained the. 
hearts of the people to fach a degree, that 
they were re^dy to invent new offices and new 
honours for him. He then laid the foun- 
dation of that power and popularity which 
enabled him, in the end, to overturn the con- 
ftitution of his country. CaiusCaffiushadalfd 
a country-houfe here, where Marcus Brutus 
.and he are faid to have had frequent meetings^- 
and to have formed the plan which terxni- 
nated the ambition of Caefar, and again of- 
fered to Rome that freedom which fhe had 
not the virtue to accept. Here alfo was the 
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vilk of Aoguftas, vrhakSaccdk in life i^ofe 
at the field of Philippi, from wfaidi he fieii^ 
was confirmed by the death of the moft 
virtaous citizem of Rome, and who, widiout 
the talents, reaped the fruits of the laboars 
and vaft projefls of Julius. Lepidus the 
Triumvir, Casctliiis Metella$» C^tptilios 
Varus, the poets Catullus and Propertius^ 
and other d>ftinguifhed Romans, had villas 
in this town or its environs ; and you are 
{hewn the fpots on which they flood : but 
nothing renders Tibur fo interefling, as the 
frequent mention which Horace makes of it 
in his writings. His gi'eat patron and friend 
Maecenas had a villa here, the ruins of which 
are to be feen on the fouth bank of tKe Anio « 
« and it was pretty generally fuppofed, that 
the poet's own houfe and farm were very 
near it, and immediately without the walls 
of Tibur ; but it has been of late afierted, 
with great probability, that Horace's fann 
was fituated nine miles above that of Ma&- 
cena's, at the fide of a flream called Licenza» 
formerly Digentia, near the hill Locretilis, 
in the country of the ancient Sabincs. Thofe 
who hold thisjDpinion. fay, that when Ho>- 
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race talks of Tibur, he alludes to the villa 
of M^ccnas; but when. he mentions Di- 
gentia, or Lucrctilis, his own hpufc and 
farm are to be utiderftood ; as in the eigh» 
teenth Epiftle of the firft book, 

Me quoties rcficU gclidus Digentia rivus, 
Quern Mandela bibit, rugofus frigore pagus ; 
Quid fentire putas, quid crcdis, amice, precarif* 

the feventeenth Ode of the firft book, 

Velox amaenum faepe Lucretilcm 
Mutat Lypaep Fapnas; f- 



and in other paffages. But whether the 
poet's, houfe.aod farm were near the town 
of Tibur,*or ^ adiflance frpip it, bis writ^ 
ings fufficiently fliow that he fpcnt much of 
bis time there; aD4 it is pi?obable that he 
compofed great part of his wprfe in that fe. 
vourite retreat. This he Wmfelf; in. fooa«. 

* WTien retir«a to tlie cool stre^ni of l»ge»t«»» 

which «upplieft the cold village of MtinWa with 

water; what, my friendy ^ jton tma^n*, w* »jr, 

veutiments and wishes? 

\ Pan from Arcadia's heights descends, 

To Yisil ofimy rural scat 

Feahcisi 
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irfeafure declares, in that fine Ode addreffed 
td Jalius Afitptiiu$9 fon of Mark Antony, 
by Fulvia ; the fame whom Auguftus firrt 
pardoned, and afterwards put privately to 
death,^ on account of an intrigue into which 
Antonius was feduced by the abandoned 
Julia, daughter of Auguftus. 

— Bgo, apis Mattnae . 

More.modoque, 
Grata carpentis thyma per laborem 
Plurimum, cirea nemus uvidique 
Tiburis ripas, operofa parvus 

Carmina fingo.* 

If you ever come to Tivoli, let it not be 
with a liumei'ous party; come alone, oc 
with a fingle friend, Oftd^be fur« tp put 
your Horace in J your pocket. You will 
read him here with more cnthufiafm than, 
clfcwhere ;- you will imagine you fee thct 

• * But as a" bee j .Tvkicii thrp' ilic sfaadj groves, 
Teebie of wing, with idle marmurs roves, 

V 8lt% on the hioom, add with miceasiog toil. 
From the sweet' thyme extracts his flow'ry spoil. 
So I, weaH bard ! round Tibftr's lucid springs 
Of humble strain laborious verses sing; 

." ' F&AKCJS. 



philofophic poet wandering among the 
gi'oves, fometinies calmly meditating bis 
moral' precepts, and Tometimes his eye in a 
fine fr4n%y. noTling with all the fire of poetic 
enthufiafm. 'If Tivoli had nothing elfe to 
recommended it but its being fd often Tung 
by the mbft elegant of the poets, and its 
having been the refidence of fo many iliCif- 
trious mon, thefecircumllances ^one would 
render it worthy the attention of travellers ; 
but It will alfo be interefting to m^ny on 
account of its cafcadejthe Sibyl's Temple, 
and the Villa Eftenfe. ^ 

The river Anio, deriving- itr fource from 
a part of the Apennines, fifty miles above 
Xivoli, glides through a plain till it cpmes 
iiear that tpwri, when it is confined for. a 
lliart fpace between two hills, covered with 
groves. ' Thefe were fuppofed to have been 
the refidence of the Sibyl Albunea^ to whom 
the temple was dedicated. The river, i^ioy- 
ing with augmented rapidity as its channel 
is^nEned, at length rufhes headlong over 
a lofty precipice ; the noife of its fall refounds 
tfirdiigh "ihii" 'Kills arid ' groves' of T^iyoli ; a 
lic^aid floud'arifes from the foaming water, 



which afterwards divides into numbefleis 
' imall cafcadesy waters feveral orchards, and, 
' having gained the plain,, flows quietly fiar 
the reft of its courfe, till.it lofis ttfelf in Hie 
.Tifaier, It is not fufprifing ithat the follow- 
: ing lines have he^n fo often quoted by thofe 
who vifit the Sibyl's Teofiple, becaufe thfcy 
delineate, in themoft ezpreffive' manner, 
' fome of the principal features ofthecQun^ 
• try aroohd it. 

' Me nee tam patiens Lacedaemon, 
Nee tam Lariflae percuflit campus opimas^ 
Quam domus AltnineaB refonantis, 
t prsBceps Ariio, et Tiburni lucusi ut uda 
Mobilibus pottiarii rivis.* 

^ The elegant and graceful fprm of the 
bcautifullittie temple I have fo often men- 
tioned, indicates its having been built when 
the arts were in the higheft ftatc of per- 

f But me notpatient Lacedsemon cLaims, 
Not fair Laiissa with sach transport wanas, 
A» pare Albaa«tti' fodfe teaoAAdiiig aoarae. 
And rapid ijii4>, Jwad^Ojig i»:ii8 cwrst, 

. Or Tibar, fenced by grov«8 from tf^ar beamt, 
Aad frwtfiil owluurd* bath'd by ductile streaim. 



fedion at Rome. Its proportions are not 
more happy than its fituatton on a point 
of the mountain * fronting ihe^ great cas- 
cade. 

Before they take their leave of Tivoli, 
{{'rangers ufually vifit the Villa Eftenfe, be* 
longing to the Duke of Mbdena. It W;as 
built by Hippolitus of Eft'ei Cardinal of 
^errara, and brother to the duke of tlsat 
name ; but more diftingui/hed by b^ing the* 
perfon to whom Ariofto addrefled bis poem 
of Orlando Furiofo. The houfe itfelf is not 
irh the fined flyle of architiedure. There 
are many whi'mGcal waterworks in the 
' gardens. Tbofe who do not approve of the 
t^fte of their conftru&ion, ftill owe thein 
fome degree of refped, oh account 6f their 
being the fifft grand waterworks in Eu- 
rope ; much more ancient than thofe of Ver- 
failles. The fi^oation is noble, the terraces 
lofty» the trees large < and venerable ; and 
though the ground is not laid out to ihe 
- greateft advantage, yet the whole has a firik* 
ing air of magnificence and grandeur; 
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LETTER LXX. 

Rome. 

jb REscATi is an agreeable village on the 
* declivity of a hill, about twdve miles from 
Rome. It derives its name from the cool- 
nefs of the air, zxAfrefli verdure of the fields 
around. It is a biAiop's fee, and always 
pofiefied by one of the fix eldeft Cardinals. 
At prefent It belongs to the Cardinal Duke 
of York, who, whether in the country or 
at Rome, paf&s the greateft part of his time 
in the duties and ceremonies, of a religion, 
of whofe truth he ieems to have the fulieft 
conviction ; and who, living himfelf in great 
fimplicity» and not in the ufual flyle of Car- 
dinals, fpends a large proportion of his re- 
venue in a6l:s of charitv and. benevolence; 
the world forgetting^ by the worldforgot^ ex- 
cept by thofe who enjoy the comforts <A 
life through his bounty. 

Tivoli was the favourite refidence of the 
ancient Romans, The moderns give the 

preferenoe 



Reference to Frcfcati, in whofe neighbour- 
hood fome of the moft magni£cei%t villas ki 
Italy are (Ituat^d. • . 

The villa Aldobrandini, called alfo Bel- 
vedere^ is the mod reniarkable, on -account 
of its fiiie fitaationy' extenfiv^ gardens, ztPj 
terraces, its grottos^ ca&ades, and waterworks. 
Over a falooo, near the grand cafcade, is the 
Ibllowing kifcrBptton ■: 

HUC EGO MIGRAVI MUSIS COMITATtJS 

APOLLOi 
HIC DELPHI^ UIC HELICON, UIC MIBI 

DELOS ERIT.* . 

The walls are adorned with a reprefentatiom 
of Apollo and the Mufes; and Tome <vf that 
God's Jidventares are painted in Frefco by 
Domenichino, particularly the manner in 
which he treated Marfyas. This, in niy 
hDmble opinion, had better be^n omitted, 
both becaufe It is a disagreeable fubjecS for ^a 
pi£):ure, and becaufe it does* ho honour to 
Apollo. Marfyas unqueft'tonably. was an 
obje£t of contempt and ridicttfe,. 'X>n account 

^ Hither I, Apollo, have come, accompaiiiecl hy 
the Mtises. This shall h'cncefoi'th be dur'Delphos^ 
.Delos, and Hetiocni;  '>'^" ../ .' ''. 
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of his prefumption ; but the panfflimeiit 
faid to have been iniliftecl on him exceeds 
all bounds, and renders the infliflor more 
deteftaUe in our eyes than the iofolent Satyr 
himfeif. This flory is fo very nnucb out of 
«hara^er, and fo uaiiko the elegant God of 
Poetry and Mufic, that I am inclined to fnf* 
pe£k it is not true. Tbei;e is a report, 
equally incredible, vdiich Jus kam propa- 
gated by maliciaus people, concerning his 
fider Di^na ; I do not mea^i her rencounter 
wi^ A^sbon, for the GoddeTs of Chaftity 
may, without inconfiflency, be fuppofed 
cruel, but it is quite impofiihle to reconcile 
her general charaf^er with the ftortes of her 
.no£turnal vtfits to Endymion. r 

The villa Ludovi£ is remarkable 6x its 
gardens and waterworks. The hills on 
which Prcfcaii n fituated, afibrd great abon- 
dance of water, a circumftance^ of which 
the owners of thofe villas have profited, all 
of them being ornamented with fountains, 
cafcades, or water- works of fome kind or 
Qibe>. , . 

The yil]a Taveroa, hekuiging to the 
Prince Borghefe, is one of the fioeft and 
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beft fiirniflicd of any in the neighbour- 
hood df Rome, From ihis you afcend 
tfarou|h gardens to. Monlie Draconei ano- 
iher palace on a more lefty fhuation, be^* 
longing alfo to that Prince, and deriving 
its name from the arras of his family. 
The ancient city <>f Tisfculum is fuppofed 
to have flood on the (jpot, or very near it, 
^here Frefcati is now boilt ; and at the dif- 
tance of about a mile and « half, it is gene* 
rally believed, was the Tufculan villa of Ci- 
cero, at a place now called Grotta Ferrata. 
Some Greek monks 6f the order of St. Ba- 
iil, flying from the perfecution of the Sara« 
cens, in the eleventh century, were pcr-^ 
mitred to build a convent oti the ruins of 
Cicero*s firmous houfe. They ftill perfori>A 
Vhe feh^ice in the Greek language. 

Whidicvw way you walk from Frefcatii 
you have the mott ddightiftil fcenes before 
you. Iv paflfed two tery agreeable days, 
wandering through the giardens, and from 
Villa to villa. The pteafure of our party 
"Was not a \itt\t augmented by the obfeiv^ 
tions of Mr. B  " » a lively old gentleman 
from Scotland, a man of worth, but no an- 
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tiquanan, and indeed not admirer of any 
thing, ancient or modern, which has noc 
fome relation to his native country ; bat to 
balance that indifference, he feels the warm- 
eft regard for ev«ry thing which has. We 
extended our walks as far as the lake of 
Nemi, a bafon of water lying in a very deep 
bottom, about four miles in circumference, 
whofe farrounding hills are covered with 
• tall and ifaady trees. Here - 

,. • 

Black Melancholy fits, and round her throws. 

A death like filence, and a dread repofe ; 

Her gloomy prefence faddens all the fcene. 

Shades every flower, and darkens every green. 

I never faw a place more formed for con- 
templation and folemn ideas. In ancient 
times there was a temple here, facred to 
iPiana. The lake Itfeif was called Specu- 
lum Dianas, and Lacus Triviac,.and is the 
place mentioned in the feveuth Book of the 
^neid, where the Fury Aledto is deferibed 
blowing the trumpet of war, at whofe dreads 
jEm. found the y^ods and. mountains fhook, 
stnd mothers, trembling for their children, 
pre0ed them to their boioms. 
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Contremuitnemus,et fylvseintonuere profundaey 

Audiit et Trivi^e Ipngus lacu**-^ — *: ' , 

'£t trepidtae matre$ prcflcread pe£^ore oatus.f 

We returned by Genfano, Marino, Lai 

Riccia, and Caftel GondoMb. All the villages 

and villas I have named commanicate with 

each other by fine walks ani avenues of 

lofty trees \vho(e in^termingling bfanchei 

form a continued (hade for the traveller* 

Caftel Gondolfo is a little vilfage near the 

lake Albano, on one extremity of which is a 

caftle, belonging to his Holinefs', from which 

the village takes its name ; there h nothing 

remarkably fine in this villa, except iti.. 

fituation. Near the village of Caftel Gon* 

flblfo is the vilTa Barbarini, within tb6 gar**^ 

• ... if .■ 
; *' Th# interT^ning words are cold,, and not muclfc 
connected with the fine line which concludes -the 
c^uotatioa. 

f The woods all thander'd, and the mountains shook^, 
The lake of 'friria heard th« note pcofound, 

' • • • ^ 

^ ¥ * ¥ ¥ ¥■ 

¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥'■¥''' 

Pale at ilie piercing call, the mothers prtsf 
Wiih shrieks their starting infants to the breasfe. 

-^ fax. 
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dens o£ whieh ai$ tb« ruins of an imme^ 
fialace, bl»I^ by. the Eoip^OF DqiDJu^p. 
There is a cbsirfning. Wjilk, about a mite 
in, lengthy akong the fide of the lake from 
Caftel Gondolfo to the town of AIbano« 
The lake of Albano is an oval piece of 
water of about feven or eight miles, circum- 
fcj'ence, whofe margin is finely adorned 
ifitb, groves, and trees of various verdure^ 
beautifully refle<^ from the^ traofpa.renl 
^fom. of the Uk^y and which, wiUi th^ 
(orroundin^ hills, and the. CaQel Gondolfo, 
which, crowns, one of them, has a fine 
piftprefque etf€<S, 

The grand fcale on which the beauties of 
XHiture^appear in Switzerland and the Alps, 
has been confidered by fome as too vaft for 
tbp pencil ; but among thc^ fweet hiUs and 
valiies of Italy, her features are brought 
jvearcr the eye, ^e. fully feeo and und^r* 
fiood^ andiappear in alii the Uooufi^< of rural 
Joyeiinefs. Tivolr, Albano, and Frefcati, 
therefore, are the fi^vovrite abodes or the 
landii^a^pe^painters who travel to this country 
for improvement ; and;, in the opinion of 
feme, thofc delightful villages furnifh ftudies 



Seller ftiited ta the powei^ cf tfadr art^ than 
e^n Switnerland itfeiC Notbmg can furpaft 
tlw adfUirable aflenddage? of hiils^ mtadawsf 
lakeSy cafeadei^ gavddni, #(iia«^ 'gre^es^ and 
Mmces, which charm the eye, as yoa wander 
among the (hades of Frefcati and Albano, 
which appear in new beaaty as they art. 
viewed fronfr diiFerent points, and capdwate 
the beholder with endiefs tariety. Oxi« 
reflexion dtotrudes itfelf on^ the mind, and^ 
diftttrbi the fs^hh&mw which foch pleafing 
feenes woiJd otherwife produce^ it arifev 
from beholding the poverty of infinitely 
the greater part of the inhabitants of thofe 
vUlage^^-^N'Ot that they feem miferable or 
d'bfcontented-^^-ct few rtMlled chefnutsv ^nd 
fyftitf bonehes of gAipeii^ wdkb he tmy hivcf 
fck^a pemiyv wiii otMrnzm^n k^Mtf peafant 
a wiiole day ; but the eafiet* rhe^p are fiiiisfied, 
and the lefr ii^ning they a^e^ tbor n«3re' 
eameftiy' do we wiilk that they werebt^tler 
pravided^fop. Oek)d betiveii^!' v«^f iba^ldfo. 
mach' be heaped on » ft vr* who«|L ffo^&n^n: 
camvot fafisfy ; wMIe a< bore ciemp^tei^cy it' 
withheld from ntu)timde$^, wfitu^ petlvry* 
cannot' render difconteoted^ 
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. The hioft commanding view is from the 
gamden '.of a convent of Capuchins,, at no 
g^cat diilance from. Albanb. Djredlly before 
you is.. the lake, with tbe mountains and' 
woods which furrouud it, and the caftle or 
Gondoifo ; on one hand' is Fre&ati with all 
iti villas ; on the other, the towns of Alhana, 
La Riccia, and Gcnfano ; beyond thefe you 
have an uninterrupted view of the Caimpsf na^ 
with St, iPeter*s church and the city -of 
Rome ka the middle ; the whole profpe<Sk. 
being bounded by the hills of Tivoli, t-h^. 
Apennines, and- the Mediterfanean. 

While we contemplated, all thefc objedls, 
with pleafu re rand admiration, an Englifh 

gfentlei?iaft'. of the party faid to Mr, B ,. 

**: There' is ftot a profpe<9: equal to this in. 
"rail France or Germany, and not -many. 
*\[{\:ipGUor even in England," *f That I well 
•^S believe," replied. the C^IedQ^ian ; '^ but if 
**; I had yott ill ScQij^nd;, I could fhew yoa 
^'i f^v^ecal with, which this is by np means ta.| 
": be compared/' 'V Indeed !' Bray in what 
•*» part of Scotland are they to be feeja ?** 
'* I pre fume you never was at the ca1:Ie o€ 
^* Edinburgh, Sir?" ** Never." "Ox ;»t^ 



•*^ Stirling r "Never/' *'Did you ever 
** fee Loch Lomond, Sir ?*' ** I never did.**^ 
*^ I fuppofe I need not afk, whether yotr 
** have eyer been in Aberdeenfhire, oc the 
** Highlands, or—" *^ I muft confefs once 
** for all," interrupted the Enghflimanv 
** that r have the misfortune never to have* 
**• feen any part of Scotland." ^' Thea 1 
^ am not furprifed,** faid' the Scotj taking ar 
Targe pinch of fnuflf, " that you think thisr 
the fineft view you ever faw.V " 1 pre— 
fijme you think thofe in Scot land a great* 
" deal finer.?-*' " A very great deal indeed;. 
** Sir ; why that lake*, for example, is a- 
** prett'y thing enough ; I dare fweat, many 
** an Englifh nobleman would give a good" 
** deal to have fuch another before his houfe j." 
" but Loch Lomond is thirty miles- la' 
**• length, Sir I there arc above twenty- 
" iflands irr it, Sir I that is a lake for yoiK. 
** As for their defert of a Campagna, aS' 
" they cair it, no marrwha has eyes inr 
** his head, Sir, will compare it to the fertile* 
•*' valley of Stirling, with. the Forth, the 
mod beautiful river in Europe, twining* 
through it.." ' " Do you r«aUy» in^youjff 
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** confcience, imagine," fakJ the EnglUb- 
inan, " that the Forth is a finer river than 
" the TTiames?" "The Thames!" cx^ 
daimed the North BritoD ; ** why, tnf 
*^ dear Sir, the Thames at London is. a mere 
^ gutter^ in comparifoQ of the Frith c£ 
" Forth at Edinburgh ** " 1 fuppofci then," 
iiiid the Engliihman, recovering himfelf,- 
**^ you do not approve of the view from 
« WindforGaftle?*'* " I. afik. your pardon," 
replied the other ; ** 1 approve of it very 
** much ; it is an exceeding pretty kind of a 
*^ profpet^ I the country appears from it as 
'* z^reeable to the fight as any plain flat 
** country crowded with trees, and inters 
*^ k&cd by inclofures can weit do ; bjUl I 
'^ owd I am of opinion, that mere fertile 
'' fieldsi woodi»9 rivers^ and m/eadows, can^ 
** never, of themfelves, perfefikly fatisfy tbe- 
•* eye." "You iaaagine, no doubt," faid 
the Englifhman, *' thsat afeWih^ath-cover eA 
'^ mountains and rochs embellifh a coumry- 
*? very much?" *' I am precifely of that' 
^^'^ opinion,*' faid. the Scot; " and you- 
^^ will as foon convince me that a wonian^ 
*^l»^y be completely beautiflili with, fine* 



^* eyes^ good te8th^> afndia hit coinpl<;)etaB, 
** tbough /he Aould, ftpt have a »^ on* h^r 
** facr^. as that » laiid£:ape^.or country, can 
*y be coin|pleCe)y^ beaiuDifisl without a moua^ 
**. taia.*^ '^ Welli- botlnre are mountains' 
" enough;" rrfumed the. di4ier ; "look* 
*^ arotind voo/' " Moimtains 1 " ctiedther 
Caiodoniaiif " very pretty moiwitain*, truly ! 
*• They cfiJI that (Daftel GDndolfb- of thdrs' 
*^ ShcaiUe too, and a^ palace^ fibi footh ! but 
^' does that mahe it a refidencs fit for a- 
^* Frifiec?" *' Why, uppn my word^ I* 
** doi not think it much amife/* faid the' 
other; 'Mt lookr fbll-as well asthcr palace' 
*\ of St. JaaiesV '*^ The palace of St. 
''' James V' oxclaimdl the Saor, "is* a' 
*^ fcanda) .to the nation ; it is both a> 
ihameand a>i#n, that fo^xal a* monarch' 
as the King of Sootbod^ England, and' 
^* Irelsi^, with his royal^conCart^ and rhmf 
^'Marge family of fmall children, ihould^ 
** live in a fliabhy old cloiAer, hardly good' 
*^ enough for monks, l^he palace of Ho- 
^' lyrood-houfe, indeed, is a. reiidence meet' 
" for a king,*' ** And the gardens ; pf&y* 
^ what fort' of^gardenS' have- yjou- beiongi4ig' 
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' "to that palace ?'* faid the £nglifhtnan ; T 
"have been told you do not excel in thofe.'** 
^* But we excel in gardeners,'* replied the* 
other, ** which- ape a« much preferable as the* 
'*' creator.,b preferable to the created." ** 1* 
'•- am furprifed, however,*' rejoined the South 
Briton, "that in a country like yours, where* 
'. there are fo many creators, fo very few. 
'^i fruit-gardens are ^ created.*' " Why, Sir, * 
'** it is not to be expedled,** faid Mr. B ! , 
that any one country will excel in every 
thing. Some ^njoy a climate more fa- * 
vourable for peaches, and vines, and nee- * 
tarines.; but, by G— , Sir^ no country on 
^ earth produces better men and women; * 

* than Scotland.*' " I dare fay. none does/* 
replied the other. *' So as France excels 

^' in wine, England in wool and- oxeki, 

* Arabia in bor£es, and other countries in* * 
^ other animals, you imagine Scotland ex- 
^ eels all others in the human fpecies/*' 
^ What 1 faid. Sir, was, that the human 

* fpecies in norcountry .excel thofe in Scot- 
^Jand, and that I atfcrt again, and will 

**. maintain; Sir, to my iaft gafp.'* ** I do 
" not intend to deny it," faid. the. Efir- 



gHAman{ "but you will permit me to' 
**• obferve, that men being its flaple com- ' 
**• modity, it muft be owned that Scotland^ 
^'< carries on a* bri& Kade ; for I know no 
"^ country that has a grtvittvexporiation; you 
**• will find Scotchmen in all the countries of^ 
" the world." " So much the better for 
" all the countries of the world>- • faid Mr. 
B— — ; " for every body knows that the 
•* Scotch cultivate and improve the arts 
and fciences wherever they go." ** They * 
certainly improve, their own fortune^ 
"^ wherever the^ go/* rejoined the other : 
— like their gardeners, though they 
"' can create little or nothing at home, 
" they often create very good \fortuncs m * 
** other countries ; and this is one reafon of* 
" our having the pteafufe of fo much o€' 
**--their- company in- London.'^ •* Whe-" 
'* ther it affords you pleafore^or nt>t, Sir, * 
" nothing can be more certain/* replied'* 
the Scot in the* moflP ferioajs tone, ** than * 
"• that you may improve very much by their ' 
" company and exa'mple.* But there are * 
" various reafonS," continued' he, ** for fo** 
*"**««iafty of my countrym>en' fojourning \t^ 
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" LondoB;. That city is now, ift foiaer 
** meafun^ the capital of Scotland, as well 
'* as of England. The feat of gpvernment 
** is there.; the King-of Scotlaiuly as wellas 
'* of Englandt refides^ there i the Soalch- 
'.nobility and. gentry have as gpod a rig^r 
** to be near the per foil of their Sovereign- 
^* as the Englifl^ ; and you n^uft allow* 
*' that, if fooie Scotchmen make fi^rtiioee. 
*^ in England, many of our bed eftate&.are 
*' alfo fpent there. But you mean to fay, 
** that the Scotch in general are poor, in 
*' comparifon of the. £ngli(h% This we do 
** not deny, and cannot poffibly^ £^rgety 
*' your countrymen refrefb our memories^ 
'' with it fo <^iea. We- allow, therefore, 
'* that yoa have this advantage over as^rr-' 
'* and the Perfians. had the^ fame^ over tlie^ 
** Macedonians at the battle of Arbela. 
^' But, whether Scotland be poM* or rich, 
^*' thoCb Scots who fettle io £lngland'muft^ 
^ carry- induflry, talents, or wealth with:. 
** them, otherwife they will ftarve there as* 
^' well as elfewhere; and when one country 
^ draws citizens of this defcription from 
** another^ I leave you lo judge wbicb li^t' 



^ thermoA reafon to complain* And \9X 
^^ me teil yoa> Sir> upon the whole, the, 
^' advantages ^lich England derives from; 
** the Union, are nunifeft. and manifejd.'* 
** I cannot lay,*' replied the Engliflnman^. 
** that I have thought much on this fubjeA ;. 
** bat I {hall be obliged to you if yon will 
'*- enumerate a few o£ them." ^^ In the« 
•* firft place,*' rcfumed the Scot, ** Has Oie* 
** not greatly tncreafed in wealth flnce thaL 
*♦ time?" ** She lias fo," replied the other, 
foiiling, ** and I never knew the real caaji* 
**' before." •* In the next place, Has flicj 
^ not acquired a million and a half of fub* 
** jeds, who otherwife would have been. 
** with her enemies ? For this, and other 
** reafinsy they are equivalent to three miU 
** llon$»^ In the third place, Has fhe not> 
" acq^ed fccuFity ? without which, riches > 
•• arc of no value. There is no dt>or apen^ 
** Hnv, Sir, by which thf French: can enter; 
*• into your country. They dare as foon. 
«« be d '  as attempt to invade Scotland ;. 
** fo if you can defend your own coad, 
** there is no fear of you ; but without- 
*^'ft perfed'Uiiioa with ScdUandy.E"gl^i^» 
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" could not en}oy the principal benefit flie 
** derives from her infiilar fituatioir. **" 
«* Not tiir Scotland (liould be fubdued/^ 
feid the Engfifhman. ** Subdued'!'* repeateJ 
the aflioniffied Scot ; " Tct nie teRyou, Sir,' 

* that is a very.ftrange hypotfiefis; the 

* fruitlefs attempts of many centuries mright 

* have taught you that th'e thing is impoP 

* fible ; and, if you are converfant in hif- 

* tory, you will find, that, after the de- 

* dine of the Roman Empire, the courfc 
*" of conqueft was from the North- to the- 
« South." " You m^an,*'- faid the South 

Briton, *• th^t Scotland would have can- 

* quered England," " Sir," replied the 
other, ** I think the Englifh as brave a 

nation as ever exifted, and' therefore T 

will not fay that the Scotch arc braver ; 

far lefs fhal! I affeit, that /^^^, confiding' 

of only a fifth part of the numbers, could* 

fubdue the Eiiglfh; but I am fure, that 

rather than fubmit they would-try ; and"* 

you will admit that the trialwould be no 

advantage to either country.*' " Although 

I am fully convinced,*^ faid the Engiifh- 

man.,.. ** how tlie cx-periracnt wouki endj^r 
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*^ ihould be forry to fee it made, parti- 
« cularly at this time." " Yet, Sir," rc-» 
joined the §cot, ** there a»e people of your 
*' country, as I am told, who, even at 
'* this i'tme^ endeavour to exafperate the 
** mindis of the inhabitants of one part, of 
*t Great Britain againfl the natives .of the 
** other, and to create diffenfion betweea 
** two countries, wbofe mutual fafety dq-- 
pends op their good agreement. ; twa 
countries whom Nature .herfelf, by Je-^ 
paratjng them, from the reft of the worlds 
** ,a^d enciEcling them, with heraajure bond . 
"_ ..of union', feems to have intended for pjae.''' 
". I do affure you, rny good Sir^" faid.the 
Englifh Gentleman, .*' I am not. of the^ 
** number of ihofe who wifli to raife fuch 
".diffenfion,. I Ipye the Scotch;. 1 4 always. 
** thought them a,fen£ible and: gallant people^ 
M and fome of the moft valued friends I 
*^' have on earth, are of your country.'*^ 
^' You are a man of honour and difcern-  
*^,ment," faid the Caledonian, feizingihink.. 
eagerly by 'the hand; ** and I proteft,, 
*t. without prejudice or partiality, that I * 
** never knew a man. of that character who^, 
^ was not of your way of thinking."' 



8q6-. TlltW 01 SOCIBTT JOXB 



LETTER LXXf. 



W E arrived in this city the third &y 
after leaving Rome, though 1 hove delayed' 
v^ritiiigtiU now. lwi(hed'toknow fom6th*mg 
•£dle place, and to be a' little aeqesintied 
vi^ith the people. The laft is not difieuit ; 
)l)ecaufe the Florentines are naturally affable^ 
' and the hofpitality and potitenefs of the 
^ ftitifti Minifter afford his co^imrymcn frt- 
qstent opportunities of forming an acquain- 
tance with the beft company in Florence. Thir 
gentleman has* been here abo^ thirty years^ 
and i& greatly efleemed by the Fliorenttnes. 
It ia probably owing to this circumftanecj 
ail^d.to. the ma^ifieent ftile in which fomc 
Engliflb. Noblemen live, wha have long 
reikledi here, that the Engiifh, in' general, 
zm fiivoiiiriees' wkh the inhabitants of this 
place* Lord Cooper's condo£l and difpofitton 
confirm them in the opinion they long have 
bad of the good nature and ixite|^ity of the 
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nation to which he belongs. His Lady 
is o£ an amiable chd^v^iSkcr, and affords 
them a very favoarable fpecimen of Engliih 
beaaty. 

Wc have had no opportunity of ibeing 
the Grand Dochefs* She is of a dom^ftic 
turn* and lives much in ^be country vvith 
her. cliiidren, of which fhe has a comfortabliei 
number; but the Grand Duke having como 
tQ towJd for two days, we had the honour 
of being preiiented to him at. the Palazzo 
Rtti. There is a. ftriking refemblance of 
each, oibber in all the branches of the Auftrian 
family. Wherever I had met with the Grand 
Duke, I fhould immediately have known 
that he belonged to it. He, as well as his 
broiher who rcGdes at Milan, has, in a 
remarkable degree, the thick, lip ; which has 
long bjsen. a diftinguifhing feature in the 
Auftrian family* He i» a baodfpme.man^ i& 
rapld'in his words and.motioiii, atpdhasi more 
viv^ity ill his manner: thaa either tbc^ 
Emperor or* Ar^jbdake,; like them he i* 
gpod-huraoured, coodefcending, and>aflable« 
After the ex{in£kion of the Medici family, 
tlite Florentaies grumbled on account of iho 
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difadvantage and ittconTeniency of having 
Sovereigns who did not refide among them. 
They exclaimed that their money, was canied 
away to a diflant country, and the moft pro- 
fitable offices at home filled by foreigners. 
They have liow got a Sovereign who 
refides and fpends his revenue among them, 
and has provided the State moft plentifully in 
heirs ; yet they ftill grumble. They complain 
of the taxes — But in what country of 
Europe is: there not the fame complaint? 
Florence is, unqucftionably, a very beau- 
tiful city. Independent of the churches and 
palaces, feme of which are very magnificent, 
the architeflure of the houfes in general is 
in a good tafte, tlic ftreets are remarkably 
clean, and paved with large broad ftones/ 
chifelled fo as to prevent the horfes from 
Aiding. This city is divided into two unequal 
parts by the river Arno, over which there 
are no lefs than four bridges in fight ©f each 
other. That called the Pbnte del'la Triniti, 
h uncommonly elegant. It is built entirely 
of white marble, and ornaitiented with four 
beatiful ftatues, representing the Four 
Seafotts. The c[uays, the buildtngS' on eacfe 
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fide, and the briJges, render that part of 
Florence through which the river runs, by 
far the fined. The fame rs the cafe at ^aris^ 
and it happens fortunately for thofe two 
cities, that thofe parts are aUnoft conftantly 
^before the eye, on account of the ncceflity 
people are continually under of paffing. ana 
repaffing thofe bridges ; whereas in London, 
vrhofe river and bridges are far fuperior to 
any in France or Italy, people may live whole 
feafohs, attend all the public ^mufements, 
and drive every day from one end of the 
town to the other, without ever feeing the 
Thames or the bridges, unlefs they go on 
purpofe. For this reafon, when a foreigner \% 
aiked, which he thinks the fmeft city, Paris 
or London ? the moment Paris is mentioned, 
the Louvre, and that ftriking part which is 
fituated between the Pont Royal and Pont 
Neuf, prefents itfelf to his imagination. He 
pan recollect no part of London equal in 
magnificence to this > and, ten to one, if he 

decides direftly, it will be in favour of Paris : 

". ' ^ . • • ' 

but if. he takes, a little more time, and 
compares the two capitals, ftreet by ftreet, 
Iquare by fijuarc, .and bridge with bridge. 
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he will probably be of a diflferent o;^Vnioa. 
The number of inhabitants in Florence is 
Calculated by fome at eighty thoufand. The 
ftreets, fquarcs, and fronts of the palaces 
are adorned with a great number of ftatues; 
fome of them by the bed modern mafters, 
Michael Angelo, Bandinelli, DonateNo, 
Giovanni di Bologna, Benvenuto Cellini, 
and others. A tafte for the arts niuft bi 
kept alive, independent almoft of any other 
encouragement, in a city where to many 
fpecimens are continually before the cyc5 
of the inhabitants. There are towns in 
Europe where Aatues, expofed night anS 
day within the reach of the common people, 
would run a greater rifque of hieing clisfigured 
and mutilated j here they are as fafe a^ if 
they were fhut up in the Great Buke's 
gallery. 

Florence has been equally diftingoifted 
by a fpirit Yor commerce and for the 6nt 
irts : two things which are hot alwayi 
united. Some of the Florentine merchants 
formerly were men of vaft wealth, and 
lived in a mod ma|;nificent manner. Onfc 
^9f them, about the middle 6f Ac fifte^hrl 
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century, built that noble fabric, which, 
from the name of its founder, is ftlM called 
the Palazzo Ktti. The man was ruioed by 
the prodigious expencc of this building, 
which was immediately purchafed by the 
Medici family, .and has continued, ever 
iince, to be the reCdence of the Sovereigns. 
The gardens belonging to ihis palace are on 
the declivity of an eminence. On the 
fummit there is a kind of fort called Bel- 
vedere. From this, and from fome of the 
higher walks, you have a complete view of 
the city of Florence, and the beauteous vale 
t>f ArnOj in the middle of which it flands. 
The. proipeft is bounded on every fide by 
an amphitheatre of fertile hills, adorned 
with country- houfes and gardens. In no 
part of Italy that I have feen, are there fo 
many villas, belonging to private perfons, 
as in the neighbourhood of this city ; the 
habitations of the peafants likewife feem 
much more neat and commodious. The 
country all around is divided into fmall 
firms, with a neat farm-houfe on each. 
Tnfcany produces a confiderable quantity 
of corni as^eli as excetlent wine, and great 
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quantities of filk. The peafants have t 
look of health and contentment : the nata- 
ral beauty of the Italian countenance not 
being difgraced by dirt, or deformed by 
mifery, the women in this country fecm 
handfomer and are in reality, more bloom- 
ing than in otlier parts of Italy. When 
at work, or when they bring their goods to 
market, their hair is confined by a Glk net, 
which is alfo much worn at Naples ; but oa 
holidays they drefs in a very pifturefque 
manner. They do not wear gowns, but a 
kind of jacket without fleeves. They have 
no other covering for the upper part of the 
arm but their fhift fleeves, which are tied 
with ribband. Their petticoats arc gene- 
rally of a fcarlet colour. They wear ear- 
rings and necklaces. . Their hair is adjufted 
in a becoming manner, and adorned with 
flower^j. Above one ear they fix a little 
flraw hat, and on the vi^hole have a more 
^ay, fmart, coquetifh air, than any country- 
girls I ever faw. 

,- Churches, at]d. palaces, and flat ues, are no 
doubt ornamental to. a. city.; and the princes 

ft a. 

are praife-worthy who iiave. taken pains to 

rear 
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rear and colleft them ; but the greattft of 
all ornaments are cheerful, happy, living 
countenances. The tafte is not general ; 
but, I thank God, I know fome people 
who, to a perfect knowledge and unafFeAed 
love of the fine arts, join a pailion for a 
colic £tion of this kind, who cannot, without 
uneafinefs, fee one face in a dijBFerent (lyle^ 
and whofe lives and fortunes are employed 
in fmoothing the corrofions of penury and 
misfortune, and rejioring the original air of 
fatisfa<ftion and cheerfuhiefs to the human 
countenance. Happy the people whofe So- 
vereign is infpired with this fpecies of vcrtu f 



LETTER LXXIL 

Florence. 

J. HAVE generally, fince our arrival at Flo- 
rence, pafTed two hours every forenoon ill 
the famous gallery. Connoiileurs, and 
-thofe who wifli to be thought fuch, remain 

VOL, II. o 
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much longer. But I plainly feel this is 
euough for me ; and I do not think it 
worth while to prolong my vifit after I be- 
gin to be tired, merely to be thought what 
I am not. Do not imagine, however, that 
I am blind to the beauties of this celebrated 
colle&ion; by far the mod valuable now in 
the world. 

One of the moft ihterefting parts of it, 
ki the eyes of many, is the feries of Roman 
Emperors, from Julius Caefar to Gallienus, 
with a confiderable number of their Em- 
preffes, arranged oppofite to them. Tliis 
feries is almoft complete ; but wherever the 
buft of an emperor is wanting, the place is 
filled up by that of fome other diftinguifted 
Roman. Such an honour is beftowed with 
great propriety on Seneca, Cteero, or 
Agrippa, the fdn-in-law of Auguftus. But, 
on perceiving a head of Antonius, the fa- 
vourite of Adriaji, among them, a gen- 
tleman wbifpered me, — that minion, point- 
ing to the head, would not. have been ad* 
mltted into fuch company any where but 
10 Florencp. It ought, however, to be 
remembered, that the Gallery is not an 
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iEgyptian court of judicature, where Princes 
are tried after death, for crimes committed 
during their life. If the vices of originals 
had excluded their portraits, what would 
have become of the feries of Roman Em- 
perors, and particularly of the buft of the 
great Julius himfelf, who was hufband to all 
the wives and - .-.•...« 

- - - - The gallery is facrcd 
to art, and every produ<SHon which flie 
avows has a right to- a place here. 

Amidft thofe noble fpecimens of arkcient 
fculpture, fome of the works ot Michael 
Angelo are not thought undeferving a place. 
His Bacchus and Faanus, of which the 
well - known (lory is told> have been bjr 
fome preferred to the two antique figure* 
reprefenting the fame. 

The beautiful head of Alexander is ani« 
verfally admired by alj the virtuoii : though 
they differ in opinion with regard to the 
circuniftance in which the fculptor has in- 
tended to reprefent that hero. Sqpie ima- 
gine he is dying; Mr. Addifon imagines he 
fighs for new worlds to conquer ; others, 
that he faints with paiii and lofs of bk)od 
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from the wounds he received at Oxydracc 
Others tHlnk the features exprefs not lK>diIy 
pain or languor, but forrow sTnd remorfe, 
'for having murdered his faithful friend 
Clitus., You fee how very uncertain a bu- 
finefs this of a virtuofo is. I can hardly 
believe that the artift intended limply to 
reprefent him dying ; there was nothing 
very creditable in the manner he brought on 
bis death. Nor do I think he would choofe 
to repretent him moaning or languifhing 
with pain or ficknefs ; there is nothing 
heroic in that: nor do we fympathife fo 
readily with the pains of the body, as with 
thofe of the mind. As for the ftory of his 
weeping for new worlds, he will excite 
ilill lefs fympathy, if that is the caufe of 
his affli£kion. The lad conjcfture, there- 
fore, tbat the artift intended to repretent 
him in a violent fit of remorfe, is the mod 
probably. The unfi'hifhed buft of Marcus 
Brutus, by Michael Angelo, admirably ex- 
prefles the determined firmnefs of charader 
which belonged to th^t virtOous |loman. 
The artift, while he wrought at this, feenoy 
to have had in his mind Horace's Qde ; 



Jiiftum et tenacem propo£ti virum 
Kon civium ardor prava jubentium, 
Non Tultus inflantis tyranni 
Mente quatit folida, &c.^ 

This would) in my opinion, be a more 
fuitable infcription for the buft, than the 
concetto of Cardinal Bembo, which is at 
prefciit under it.f Michael Angelo, in all 
probability, was pleafed with the expreflion 
he had already given the features, and chofe 
to leave it as an unfinifbed iketch, rather 
than riik weakening it by an attempt t» 
improve it. 

The virtuofi difler jn opinion refpe£iing 
the Arrotino, or Whetter, as much as about 
the head of Alexander. A young gentleman 

* The man in ccmscioos Tirtue bold^ 
Who dares his secret purpose hold. 
Unshaken hears the crowd's tunmltuous crieSj. 
And the stem tyrant's Crow —  defies. 

Franci*. 

•{• Dam Bmti effigiem Michael de marmore singit> 
In mentem sceleris renit, et abstinait. 

While Michael was forming this statue, shocked 
with the recollection of Brutus' crime^ he left. his. 
design unfinished^ 
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faid to an antiquarian, while he contemplated 
the Arrotino, ** I believe, Sir, it is inia- 
** gined that this ftatue was intended for 
the flave, who, while he was whetting 
his knife> overheard Catiline's confpiracy." 
— ** That is the vulgar opinion/' faid the 
other; '* but the ftatue was, in reality, 
" done for a peafant, who difcovered the 
** plot into which the two fons of Junius 
** Brutus entered for the reftorajiqn of Tar- 
" quin," ^' I alk pardon, Sir," faid the 
young man ; ** but although one may eafily , 
** fee ^that the figure lift^ns with the nipft- 
** exquifite expreffion of attention., yet I 
" fhould think it very difficult to delineate 
•' in the features, whether the iift^ner h^^d 
•• a confpiracy, or any thing elfe whicif 
** greatly interefted him, and abfolutely im- 
poffible to mark, by any expref&on 6f 
countenance, what particular confpiracy 
he is hearing." L* Your obfervation is 
juft, young man," faid the antiquarian, 
when applied, to nuKlern artifljs, bjut en- ' 
tirely the reverfe when applied to the 
** ancient. Now, for my own part, I 
plainly perceive in that man's coun- 
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*• tenance, and after you have ftudied thofe 
•• matters as profoundly as I have done, 
*• you will fee the fame, that it is the 
confpiracy for the reftoration of Tarquin, 
and no other plot whatever, which he 
liftens, to; as for Catiline's confpiracy, 
it is not pofBble he could know any 
thing about it ; for, good God ! people 
ought to re6ed, that the man mud have 
'* been dead four hundred years before Ca- 
'* tiline was born.** 

As we are now in the famous oAagonal 
room, called Tribuna, I ought, if I had any 
thing new to fay, to defcant a little on the 
diftinguilhing excellencies of the Dancing 
Faun, the Wreftlers, the Venus Urania, the 
Venus Vidlrix; and I would moft willingly 
pay the poor tribute of my praife to ^that 
charming figure known by the name of 
Venus de Medicis. Yet, in the midft of 
all my admiration, I confefs I do not think 
her equal to her brother Apollo in the Va^ 
tican. In that fublime figure, to the moft 
perfe£l features and proportions is joined 
an air which feems more than human. 
The Medicean Venus is unqueftionably a 
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perfedl model of female beauty ; bat white 
Apollo appears more than a man, the Venus 
feem& precifely a beautiful woman. 

In the fame room are many valuable cu- 
riofities, befides a cotledtion of admirable 
pidlures by the beft mafters. I do not know 
whether any are more excellent of their 
kirid) but I am convinced none afe more 
attentively confidered than the two Venufcs 
of Titian ; one is (aid to he a portrait of 
his wife, the other of his miftrefs. The 
firft is the fineft portrait I ever faw> except 
the fecoiid ; of this you have fecn many 
copies : though none of them equals the 
beauty of the original, yet they will give a 
jufter idea of it than any defcription of 
mine could. On the back ground, two 
women feem fearching for fomething in a 
trunk. This epifode is found much fauh 
with ; for my part, I fee no great harm 
the two poor women do : none but thofe 
critics who fearch more eagerly after deform^ 
than beauty^ will take any notice of them. 

Befides the Gallery and Tribuna, the 
hundredth part of whofe treafures I have 
not particalaiifed, tbere 9re other roomi^ 



wbofe contents are indicated by the names 
tbey bear ; as^ the Cabinet of Arts, of Af- 
tronomy, of Natural Hiftory, of Medals, 
of Porcelain, of Antiquities, and the Saloon 
of the Hermapbroditei fo called from a ftatue 
i^hich divides the admiration of the Ama- 
teurs with that in the Borghefe villa at 
Rome. The excellence of the execution is 
difgraced by the vilenefs of the fubjeft. 
We are furprifed how the Greeks and Ro- 
mans could take pleafure in fucb unnatural 
figures y in this patticular, their tafte feems 
to have been as depraved^ as en general it 
was elegant and refined. In this room 
there is a col]e<^on of drawings, by fome 
of the greateft mailers, Michael Angelo, 
Raphael, Andrea del Sarto, and others. There 
is, in particular, a (ketch of the Laft Judg** 
ment by the firft-named of thefe painters^ 
different, and, in the opinion of fome, de- 
ijgned with more judgment; than his famous- 
pi£ture oiv the fame fubje£l in Sixtus the- 
Fourth^s chapel in the Vatican*. . 

The large room, called the Gallery of 
Portraits, is not the leafl curious in thls< 
v«ft Mufeujod, It contains the portraits^. 

o *• - 
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all executed by themfelvesy of the moil 
eminent painters who have flourtflied in 
Europe during the three laft centuries. 
They amount to above two hundred ; thofe 
of Rubens, Vandyke, Rembrant, and Goido, 
were formerly the mofl efteemed v two have 
been added lately, which vie with the fined 
in this collection -— thofe of Mengs and Saw 
Jofhua Reynolds. The portrait of Raphael 
feems to have been done wh^n he was 
young ; it is not equal to any of the above* 
The EleCkrefs Dowager of Saxony has made 
a vahiable addition to this colleSion, by 
fending her own portrait painted by heifelf ; 
ihe is at full length, with the palette and 
pencils in her hands. Correggio« after hearing 
the picture of St. Cecilia at Bologna cried 
up as a prodigy, and the ne plus ultra of 
art, went to fee it ; and confcious that there 
was nothing in it that required the exertion 
of greater powers than he felt within him- 
^felf, he was overheard to fay, " Anch* io 
*• fono pittore/* This illuftrious princefs 
was alfo confcious of her powers when (he 
painted this portrait, which feems to pro- 
Bounce,to the fpcAators, jfnth* iofinopittnu.* 

* I also am a painter. 
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Florence^ 

JlIaving now croffed from the Adriatic to 
the Mediterranean, and travelled through 
a confiderable part of Italy, I acknowledge I 
have been agreeably difappolnted in finding 
the llate of the poorer part of the inhabitants 
lefs wretched than, from the accounts of 
fome travellers, I imagined it was ; and I 
may with equal truth add, that akhough I 
have not feen fo much poverty as I was 
taught to expedl, yet I have fecn far more 
poverty than mifery. Even the extremity of 
indigence is accompanied with lefs wrct- 
chednefs here than in many other countries'.^ 
This is partly owing to the mildnefs of the 
climate and fertility of the foil, and partly to 
the peaceable, religious, and contented dif- 
pofition of the people. The miferies which 
the poorer part of mankind fuiter from cold, 
are, perhaps, greater th^n thofe derived from 
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any other fource whatever. But in Italy, tbc 
gentienefs of the climate protedls them from, 
this calamity nme months of the year. If 
they can gather as much wood as to keep a 
moderate fire during^ the remaining three^ 
and procure a coarfe cloak, they have little 
to fear from that quarter, Thofe who^ 
cannot get employment, which is often tke 
cafe in this country, and even thofe who do 
not choofe to work,, which is the cafe with- 
numbers all the world over, receive a regular 
. maintenaiKe from fome convent : with this, 
and what little they can pick up other wife, 
in a country where provifions are plentifbl 
and cheap, they^ pafs through life, in their 
own opinion, with more fatisfadion than if 
Ihey had a greater number of conveniencics 
procured by much bodily labour. Whereas in 
Great Britain, Germany, and oilier northern 
countries, the poor have no choice but to 
work; for if they remain idle, they aie 
expofcd to miferies more intolerable than 
the hardeft labour can occafion tp. the lazieft 
of mankind; they are invaded at once by the 
accumulated agonies of hunger and coldj 
and if they have ever had fufficient credit to 
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contra^ a little debt, they are .continually in 
danger of being thrown into a jail among 
pickpockets and felons. With refpeft to the 
loweft of the trades-people and the day 
labourers in this country, their wages are 
certainly not high ; nor ate they willing, by 
great efforts of induftry, to gain ail tiiey 
might; but what they do gain is never 
walled in intemperance, but fairly fpcnt 
in their families on the real neceflaries and 
comforts of life. 

The Italians are the greateft loungers ia 
the world ; and while walking in tlie fields^ 
or flretched in the fhade^ feem to enjoy the 
ferenity and genial warmth of their climate 
with a degree of luxurious indulgence pe- 
culiar to themfelves. Without ever running 
into the daring excelTes of the Englifh, or 
diiplaying the frifky vivacity of the French^ 
or the mvincible phlegm of the Germans^ 
the Italian populace difcover a fpecies of fedate 
feniibllity to every fource of enjoyment, 
from which, perhaps, they derive a greater 
degree of happinefs than any of the other* 
The frequent proceffions and religious ce- 
remooies; heddes amuiing and comforting; 
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them, ferve to fill up their time, aiid prerent 
that ennui, and thofe immoral prafiices, 
which are apt to accompany poverty and 
idtenefs. It is neceflary, for the quiet and 
happinefs of every community, that the 
populace be employed. Some politicians 
imagine, that their whole time fhould be 
fpent in gainful induftry. Others think, that 
though the riches of the ftate will not be 
augmented, yet the general happinefs, which 
is a more important objeft, will be promoted 
by blending the occupations of induftry with 
a confiderable proportion of fuch fuper- 
ftitious ceremonies as awaken the future 
hopes, without lulling the prefent bene- 
volence, of the multitude ; but nobody 
can doubt, that in countries where, from 
whatever caufe, induftry does not pre^^ail, 
proceflions, and other rites of the fame 
nature, will tend to reftrain the populace 
from the vices, and of confequence prevent 
fom6 of the miieries of idlenefs. 

The peafantry of this country are urn 
queftionably in a more comforrlefs ftate than 
a benevolent mind could wifti them. But, 
England afad Switzerland excepted, is not 



this the cafe all over Europe ? In all the 

countries I have feen, or had an account of, 

the hufbandmen, probably the moft virtuouSt 

but certainly the mod ufeful part of the, 

CQinmunity, whofe labour and i.ndudry^ 

maintain all the reft, and in whom the real 

flrength of the ftate refides, are, by a mod. 

unjuft difpenfation, generally .the pporeft 

and mod opprefied^ But although the Italian 

peafantry are by no means in the affluent^ 

independent fituation of the peafantry of 

Switzerland, and the tenantry of England, 

yet they are not fubjetfled to . the fame 

oppreflions with thofe of Germany, nor. 

are they fo poor as thofe of France. 

Great part of the lands in Italy belong 
to convents ; and I have obferved, and have 
been aflured by thofe who have the beft. 
Q^ortunities o: knowing, that the tenants of 
thefe communities are hSppier, and live 
more at their eafe, than thofe of a great 
part of the nobility. The revenues of 
convents are ufually well managed, and 
never allowed to be f^juandered away by the- 
folly or extravagance of any of its members; 
0^iafe<i,^ef)tly the cQnu^ttnity, i$ »ot drive^i^ 
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by craving and threatening creditors, as 
individuals frequently are, to fqueeze out of 
ihetr vaffiils the means of fapplying the wafte 
occafioned by their own vanity and expence» 
A convent can have no incitement to fevcre 
and oppreffive exa£fcions from tlie peafants, 
except (heer avarice , a paflion which never 
fifes to fuch a height in a fociety where the 
revenue is in common, Min the breaft of an 
individual, who is foiely tareap the fruits of 
bis own oppreffion. 

The ftories which circulate in Pfbteftant 
countries, concerning the fcandalous de- 
bauchery of monks, and the luxurious 
manner in which they live in their con- 
vents, whatever truth there may have been 
in them formerly, arc certainly now tn a 
great meafure without foundation. I re- 
member when I was at the Grande Chai^ 
treufe, near Grenoble, which has a con- 
iiderable di drift of land belonging to it, I 
was inforrhed, and this information was. 
confirmed by what I faw, that thofe monks 
were gentle and generous mafters, and that 
their tenants were envied by all the pea»- 
iiBtry around, oji account of the treatintettt 
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they received, and the comparatively eafy 
terms on which they held their farms. 
From the enquiries I have made in France, 
Grermany, and Italy, I am convinced that 
tliis is ufually the cafe with thofe peafants 
^ho belong to convent lands ; and very 
often, I have been informed, befides having 
cafy rents, they alfo find afFefklonate friends 
and prote£iors in fheir mafters, who viiit 
them in ficknefs, comfort them in all dif- 
trefles, and are of fervice to the*ir families 
in various (hapes. 

I have been fpeaking hitherto of the pea- 
fantry belonging to convents ; but 1 believe 
I might extend the remark to the tenants 
of ecclefiaftics in general, though they are 
often reprefented as more proud and pp- 
preflive makers than any clafs of men what- 
ever ; an afperfion which may have gained 
credit the more eaiily on this account, that 
inftances of cruelty and oppreffion in eccle- 
fiaftics (Irike more, and raife a greater indig- 
nation than the fame degree of wickednefs 
in other men ; they raife a greater indig- 
nation, becaufe they are more unbecoming 
of Qlergymen^ and they ftrike more when 
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they do happen, becaufe they happen fel- 
domer. The ambition of Popes fon)e cen* 
furies ago, when the Court of Rome was in 
its zenith, tlie unlimited influence and 
power which particular Churchmen ac- 
quired in England and France, had thofe 
eSeA$ upon their a^lions and charaAers^ 
which ambition and power ufaally have on 
the charad):ers of men ; it rendered them 
infolent, unfeeling, and perfecuting : yet, 
for every cruel and tyrannical Pope that 
hiAory has recorded, it will be eafy to name 
two or three Roman Emperors who have 
furpafled them io every fpecies of wio- 
kednefs ; ^nd England and France have had 
Prime Minifiers with all the vices, without 
the abilities, of Wolfey and Richelieu. 

Thofe who declaim againft the wicked<* 
nefs of the clergy, feem to take it for 
granted, that this body of men were the au- 
thors of the mod horrid inftances of perfe* 
cution, maffacre, and tyranny, over men*s 
confciences, that are recorded in the annals 
of mankind; yet Philip II. Charles IX. 
and Henry VIII. were not Churchmen : 
and the capricious tyranny of Henry, the 
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frantic fury of Charles, and the perfevering 
cruelty of Philip, feem to have proceeded 
from the perfonal bharaflers of thefe Mo- 
ra rchs, or to have been excited by what 
they confidered as their political intereft, 
rather than by the fpggeftions of their 
Clergy. 

As the fubjefks of the Ecclefiafticai State 
are, perhaps, the poored in Italy, this h^is 
been imputed to the rapacious difpofition 
which fome aflert is natural to Churchman* 
This poverty, however, may be otherwife 
accounted for. Bifhop Burnet very judi- 
c'loufly obferves, that the fubje£^s of a go- 
vernment, which is at once defpotic and 
elc£livc, labour under peculiar difadvantages ; 
for an hereditary Prince will naturally haVe 
conflderatlons for his people which an elec- 
tive one will not, ** unlefs he has a degree 
" of generofity not common among men, 
" and lead of all among Italians, who have 
" a paflion for their families which is not. 
*' known in other places."* An eledlive 
Prince, knowing that it is only during hi*. 

* Yidc BUho|ii Burnet's Trarcls. 
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reign that his family can receive any benefit 
from it, makes all the hade he can to enrich 
them. To this it may be added, that as 
Popes generally 'arrive at Sovereignty at an 
age when avarice predominates in the human 
breaft, they may be fuppofed to have a 
flronger bias than other Princes to that 
fordid paffion .; and even vvhen this does not 
take place, their needy relations are con- 
tinually prompting them to adls of opprefHon, 
and fuggefting ways and means of fqueezing 
the people. Other caufes might be affigned.; 
bat that it does not originate from the im- 
putation above ^nentioned, feems evident 
from this, that the peafants of particular 
ecclefiaAics, and of the convents in the 
Pope's dominions, as well as in other coun- 
tries, are generally lefs oppreffed than thofc 
of the lay lords and princes. 

From what lias been thrown out by 
fome celebrated wits, and the common- 
place invediive of thofe who afFe£t that cha- 
ra^r, one would be led to imagine that 
there is fomething in the nature of the cle- 
rical profeilion which has a tendency to 
reiider men proud and oppreffiv^. Such 
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indlfcriminatmg cenfure carries no convic- 
tion to my mind, becaufe it is contradicted 
by the experience I have had in life, and 
by the obfervatibns, fuch as they are, which 
I have been able to make on human nature, 
I do not mean, in imitation of the fatirifts 
above mentioned, to put the Clergy of all 
religions on the fame footing. -My oppor- 
tunities of knowledge are too flender to 
juftify that ; my acquaintance with this 
order of meq having been in a great meafure 
confined to thofe of the Proteftant Church, 
men of learning and ingenuity, of quiet, 
fpeculative, and benevolent difpofitions ; it 
is ufually, indeed, this turn of mind which 
has inclined them to the ecclefiaftical pro- 
feffion. But though mry acquaintance with 
' the Roman Catholic Clergy is very limited, 
yet the few I do know could not be nrien- 
ttoncd as exceptions to what I have juft faid 
of the Proteftant ; and excluiive of all per- 
fonal knowledge of the men, it is natural to 
tbink that the habitual performance of the 
ceremonies of the Chriftian religion, though 
intermingled with fome fuperftitious rites, 
and-the preaching the doArines of benevo« ^ 
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lence and good will towards men, mufl have 
foine influence on the lives and chaiadiers 
of ihofe who are thus employed.. It is a 
common error, prevailing in Proteflant 
countries, to imagine that the Roman Ca- 
tholic Clergy laugh at the religion they in- 
culcate, and regard their flocks as the dupes 
of an artful plan of impofition. By far the 
greater part of Roman Catholic priefts and 
monks are themfelves mod fincere believers, 
and teach the dodirines of Chrfftianity, and 
all the miracles of the legend, with a perfcdl 
conviction of their divinity and truth. Th^ 
few who were behind the curtain when 
falfehood was firfl embroidered upon truth, 
and thofe who have at different periods been 
^he iskuthors of all the mafks and interludes 
^hich have enriched the grand drama of 
fuperflition, have always chofen to employ 
fuch menj^ being fenfible that the inferior 
aftors would perform their parts more per- 
ledlly, by adling from nature ai)d real eon- 
viftion, ** Paulum ifiterefTe ccnfes," fays 
Davus to Myfis, ^* ex animo omnia ut fert 
^ natura, facias an He induflria.'** s 

^ Aadria Tereatii— '' Do you inuigine th«r« is bmt 
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The accounts we receive of their glut- 
tony are often as ill-founded as thofe of 
their infidelity. The real chara£ter of the 
majority of monks and inferior ecclefiadics, 
both in France and Italy, is that of a fimple, 
fuperftitious, welUmeaning race of men, who 
for the mod part live in a very abftemious 
and mortified manner, notwithftanding what 
we have heard of their gluttony, their 
luxury, and voluptuoufnefs. Such accu* 
fations are frequently thrown out by thofe 
who are ill entitled to make them. I r&* 
member being in company with^ an ac* 
quaihtance of^oars, who is diftinguiflied 
for the delicacy of his table and the length 
of his repads, from which he feldom retires 
without a bottle of Burgundy for his own 
(hare, not to mention two or three giafies 
of Champaign between the courfes. Wo 
bad dined a few miles* from the town in 
which we then lived, and were returning 
in his chariot ; it was winter, and he was 
wrapped in fur to the nofe. As we drove 
along, we met two friars walking through 

litde diffeTeiicd between actin|( from feeling, a» 
a%lur« dicuies| or from art ?" 
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the fnow ; little threads of icicles hung fiom 
their beards; their fegs and the upper part 
of their feet were bare, but their. foles were 
defended from the fnow by wooden fandals. 
** There goes a couple of dainty rogues," 
cried your friend as we drew near them ; 
*' only think of the folly of permitting fuch 
" lazy, luxurious rafcals to live in a ftate, 
•* and eat up the portion of the poor. I 
-** Will engage that thofe two fcoundrels, as 
** lean and mortified as they look, will de- 
** vour more visuals in a day, than would 
^' maintain two induftrious families.*' He 
continued railing againft the luxury of thoie 
two friars, and afterwards expatiated upon 
the epicurifm of the clergy in general; 
who, he faid, were all alike in fevcry country, 
and of every religion. When we arrived in 
town, he told me he had ordered a little 
nice fupper to be got ready at his houfe 
by the time of our return, and had lately 
got fome excellent wine, inviting me at 
the fame time to go home with him; for, 
continued he, as we have driven three miles 
^n fuch weather, we Jland in great need of 
fome refrefliment. 

That 
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That in all Roman Catholic countnes, 
and particularly in Italy, the clergy are too 
numerous, have loo much power, too great 
a proportion of the lands, and that fomc 
of them live in great pomp and luxury, is 
undeniable. That the common people would 
be m a better fituation, if manufadlures and 
the fpirit of induftry could be introduced 
among them, is equally true ; but even as 
things are, I cannot help thinking that the 
(late of the Italian peafantry is preferable, in 
many refpedis, to that of the peafants of 
many other countries in Europe. They arc 
not beaten by their eccleCaftical lords, a^ 
thofe of Germany arc by their matters, oq 
€very real or imaginary offence. They have 
not their children torn from them, to be 
facrificed to the pomp, avarice, or ambitiou 
of fotne military defpot ; nor are they ihem- 
felves prelTed into the fervice as foldiers 
for life. 

In England and in France the people take 
an intereft in all national difputes, and con-: 
fider the caufe of their country or their Prince 
as their own ; they, enter into the fervice vo- 
JuntarUyJ. and §ght with ?rdour for the glor^ 

VOL. II. ^ 
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of the country or King they love. Thofc 

ideas enable them to fubmit to a thoufand 

hardfhips without repining, and they feel 

the fenfations of happinefs in the midflof 

toil, want, and danger. But in Germany, 

where the paffions are annihilated, and a 

man is modelled into a machine before he 

IS thought a good foldier, where his blood 

is fold by the Pn'nce to the highefl bidder, 

where he has no quarrel with the enemy he 

murders, and no allegiance to the Monarch 

for whom he fights, the being liable to be 

forced into fuch a fervice, is one of the mod 

dreadful of all calamities. Yet a regiment 

of fuch compelled foldiers, drefled in gaudy 

uniform, and powdered for a review, with 

muiic founding and colours flying, makes a 

far more brilliant appearance than a clufter 

of peafants with their wives and children 

tip5n a holiday. • But if we could examine 

the breafls of the individuals, we (bould 

find in thofe of the former nothing but the 

terror of punifliment, hatred of their oflScers, 

diftruft of each other, and life itfelf fup- 

ported only by the hope of defertion ; while 

the bofoms of the latter are filled with ail 
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the affe6lions of bamanity, undifturbed bf 
fear or remorfe. 



LETTER LXXIV. 



Florenet^. 

SociETY feems to be on ^n eafy and 
agreeable footing in this city. Befides the 
converfazionis which they have here, as in 
other towns of Italy, a number of the no- 
bility meet every day at a faoufe called the 
Cafino. TTiis fociety is pretty much on the 
fame footing with the clubs in London. 
The members are elefled by ballot. They 
meet at no particular hour, but go at any: 
time that is convenient. They play at 
billiards, cards, and other games, or continue 
converfing the whole evening, as they, 
think proper. They arc ferved with tea,: 
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coffee, lemonade,, ices, or what other rc- 
frefliments they choofe ; and each perfon 
pays for what he calls for. There is one 
material difference between this and the 
£ngH(h clubs, that women as v^ell as men 
are members. 

The company of both fexes behave with 
more franknefs and familiarity to ilrangers, 
as well as to each other, than is cuftomary 
in public aifemblies in other parts of Italy. 
The Opera at Florence is a place where 
the people of quality pay and receive vifits, 
and converfe as freely as at the Caiino 
above mentioned. This occafions a con- 
tinual palling and repaying to and from the 
boxes, except in thofe where there is a 
party of cards formed ; it is then looked on 
as a piece of ill manners to difturb the 
players. I never was more furprifed, than 
when it was propofed to me to make one of 
^ whift party, in a box which feemed to 
have been made for the purpofe, with a 
liule table in the middle. I hinted that it 
would be full as convenient to have the 
p^rty fQme.where elfe ; bat I was told, good 
j^ufic aid^ed greatly to the pleafufe of a 



whift party ; that it increafed the joy of 
good fortune, and foothed the afflidlion of 
bad. As I thought the peopleof this country , 
better acquainted than myfelf with the power, 
of mufic, I contefted the point no longer; 
but have generally played two or three 
rubbers at whift in the flage-box every 
opera night. 

From this you may guefs, that, in this 
city, as in ibme other towns in Italy, little 
attention is paid to the mufic by the com* 
pany in the boxes, except at a new opera, 
or daring fome favourite air. But the dancers 
command a general attention : as foon as they 
begin, converfation ceafes ; even the card- 
players lay down their cards, apd fix their 
eyes on the Ballette. Yet the excellence of 
Italian dancing feems to confift in feats of 
ftrength, and a kind of jerking agility, more 
than in graceful movement. There is a 
continual conteft among the performers who 
fhall fpring higheft. You fee here none 
of the fprightly, alluring gaiety of the 
French comic dancers, nor of the graceful 
attitudes, and fmooth flowing motions, ^ 
•f the performers in the ferious opera at 
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Paris. It Is furpridng that a peopk of fiicTi 
tafte and fenfibility as the Italians, {hould 
prefer a parcel of athletic jumpers to elegant 
dancers. 

On the evenings on which there is no 
opera, it is ufual for the genteel compar^jr 
to drive to a public walk immediately without 
the city, where they remain till it begins to 
grow duikiih. Soon after our arrival 
at Florence, in one of the avenues of this 
walk we obfefved two men and two ladies, 
followed by four fervants in livery. One 
of the men wore the infignia of the garter. 
We were told this was the Count Albany, 
and that the Lady next to him was the 
Countefs. We yielded the walk, and pulled 
off our hats. The gentleman along with 
them was the Envoy from the King of 
Pruffia to the Court of Turin. He whif- 
pered the' Count, who returning the falu- 
tation, looked very earneftly at the Duke of 
Hamilton. We have feen them almoft every 
evening Cnce, either at the opera or on the 
public walk. His Grace does not zScSt to 
fhun the avenue in which they happen to 
be f and as often as we pafs near them, the 
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Count fixes hU eyes in a mod expreflive 
manner upon the Duke, as if be meant to 
lay— our anceftors were better acquainted. 
You know, 1 fuppofe, tbat tbe Count 
Albany is the unfortunate Charles Stuart, 
who left Rome fome time fince on the death 
of his father, becaufe the Pope did not 
think proper to acknowledge him by the 
title which he claimed on that event. He 
now lives at Florence, on a fmall revenue 
allowed him by his brother. The Countefs 
is a beautiful woman, much beloved by thoie 
who know her, who univerfally defcribe her 
as lively, intelligent, and agreeable. Educated 
as I was in Revolution principleS|^ and in a 
part of Scotland where the religion of the 
Stuart family, and the maxims by which 
they governed, are more reprobated than 
perhaps in any part of Great Britain, I 
could not behold this unfortunate perfon 
without the warmed emotion and fympathy, 
Wh^t mud a man's feelings be, who finds 
himfelf excluded from the mod brilliant 
iituation, and nobled inheritance that this 
world affords, and reduced to an humiliating 
depeadence on thofe who^ in the natural 
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courfe of events, fliould have looked up to 
him for proteflion and fupport ? What muA 
his feelings be, when on a retrofpe<Slive 
view, he beholds a feries of calamities 
attending his family, that is without example 
in the annals of the unfortunate ; calamities, 
of which thofe they experienced after their 
acccffion to the throne of England, were 
only a continuation ? Their misfortunes 
began with their royalty, adhered to them 
through ages, incrcafcd with the increalc 
of their dominons, did not forfake them 
when dominion was no more ; and as be 
has reafon to dread, from his own experience, 
are not yet terminated. Ic will afFbrd no 
alleviation or comfoit, to recolledl that part 
of this black lid cff calamities arofe from the 
imprudence of his anceftors ; and that many 
gallant men, in England, Scotbnd, and 
Ireland, have at different periods been in« 
volved in their ruin. 

Ourfymp'athy for this unfortunate perfoit 
is not checked by any blame which can 
be thrown on himfelf. He furely had no 
fliare in the errors of the firft Charles, the 
profligacy of the fecond, or the impolitic 



MXUnSEEiS IK ITALY. S45 

and bigoted attempts of James againft the 
laws and eftabliihed religion of Great Britain 
and Ireland ; therefore, whilft I contemplate 
with approbation and gratitude the condu£l 
of thofe patriots who refifted and expelled 
that infatuated monarch, afcertained the 
rights of the fubjedt, and fettled the coit- 
ftitution of Great Britain on the firm bafis 
, of freedom on which it has flood ever fince 
the Revolution, and on which I hope it will 
ever fland ; yet I freely acknowledge, that I 
never could fee the unfortunate Count 
Albany without fentiments of compaflion 
and the moft lively fympathy, 

I write with the more warmth, as I have 
heard of fome of our countrymen, who, / 
during their tours through Italy, made the 
humble flate to which he is reduced a 
frequent theme of ridicule, and who, as 
often as they met him in public, afFedied 
to pafs by with an air of fneering infult. 
The motive to this is as bafe arid abjefk 
as the behaviour is unmanly'; thofe who 
endeavour to make misfortune an objedl 
of ridicule, are themfelves the obje<5ls of 
dcteflalion, A Britifh nobleman or gentleman 
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has certainly no occafion to form an intimacy 
with the Count Albany ; but while he 
appears under that name, and claims no other 
title, it is ungenerous, on every accidental 
meeting, not to behave to him with the 
^ refpe£l due to a man of high rank, and 
the delicacy due to a man highly unfor- 
tunate. 

One thing is certain ; that the fame dif- 
pofition which makes men infolent to the 
weak, renders them flaves to the power- 
ful ; and thofe who are mod apt to treat 
. this unfortunate perfon with an oftenta- 
tious contempt at Florence, would have 
been his moft abjed flatterers at St. James's, 



LETTER LXXV. 

Floreace.' 

In a country where men are permitted 
to fpeak and write, without reftraint, on the 
meafures of government i where almoft every 



Citizen may. flatter himfelf with the hopes of 
becoming a part of the legiflature ; where 
eloquence, popular talents, and political in- 
trigues, lead to honours, and: open a hroad 
road to wealth and power ; men, after the 
firft glow of youth.is pad, are more obedient 
to the loud voice of ambition than to the 
whifpers of love. But in defpotic dates, 
and in monarchies which verge towards def- 
potifm, where the will of the prince is law • 
or, which amounts nearly to the fame thing* 
where the law yields to the will of the 
prince ; where it is dangerous to fpeak or 
write on general politics, and death or im- 
prifonment to cenfure the particular meafures 
of government ; love becomes a firft,. inftead 
,of being a fecondary objcft ; for ambition is, 
generally fpeaking, a more powerful paflion 
than love ; and on this account womien are 
the objedls of greater attention and refpe£k 
in defpotic than in free countries. That 
fpeciej of addrefs to women which is now 
.called gallantry, was, if I am not miftaken 
.unknown to the ancient Greeks and Ro 
mans; nothing like it appears in any o 
Terence's comedies, where one would natu 
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rally cxpe&lo find it, if any fuch thing bad 
exifted when they were written. It now 
prevails in fame degree, in every country of 
Europe, but appears in different forins accor- 
ding to the di£Ferent charaf^ers, cuftotns, and 
manners, of the various countries. 

In the courts of Germany it is a formal 
piece of bufinefs ; etiquette governs the 
arrows of Cupid, as well as the torch of 
Hymen. MidreiTes are chofen from the 
number of quarters on their fkmily coats of 
arms, as well as from the number of their 
perfonal charms ; and thofe ladies who are 
well provided in the fir{l,feldom are without 
lovers, however deficient they may be in the 
fecond. But though many avenues, which 
in England lead to power and diiSkinflipn^ 
are ihut up in Germany, and the whole 
power of Government is vetted in the fo- 
vcreign, yet the young nobility cannot 
beftow a great deal of their time in gallantry. 
The military profefiion, whkh in the time 
of peace is perfecSl idlenefs in France and 
England, is a very ferious unremitting em-* 
ployment in Germany. Men who are con- 
tinually drilling foldiers, and whofe fortunes 
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and reputations depend on the expertnefs of 
the troops under their connmand, cannot 
pay a great deal of attention to the ladies. 

Every French gentleman mufl be a fol- 
dier ; but fighting is the only part of the 
buiinefs they go through with fpirit j they 
cannot fubinit to the German precifion in 
difcipline, their fouls fink under the te- 
dioufnefs of a campaign, and they languifli 
for a battle from the impetaofity of their 
difpofition, and impatience to have the 
matter decided one way or the other. This, 
with many particular exceptions, is the 
general ftyle of the French noblcffe ; they 
- all ferve an apprenticefliip to war, but gal- 
lantry is the profeffion they follow for Kfe, 
In England, the fpirit of play and of party 
draws the minds of the young men of for- 
tune from love or gallantry ; thofe who 
fpend their evenings at a gaming- houfc, or 
in parliment, feldom think of any kind of 
women but fuch as may be had without 
trouble ; and, of courfe, women of cha- 
ra£ler are fefs attended to than in fome other 
] countries. When I was laft at Paris, the 
Marquii de F- found an Engliih 
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newfpaper on my table ; it contained a lonj 
and particular account of a debate which had 
happened in both houfes of parliament ; he 
read it with great attention while I finifhed 
a letter, and then throwing down the paper, 
he faid to me, " Mais, mon ami, pendant 
** que vos meffieurs s'amufent a jafer comme 
** cela dans vcJtre chambre des pairs et votre 
** parlcment,* parbleu un etrangcr auroit 
" beau jeu avec leurs femmes/' 

Intrigues of gallantry, comparatively 
fpeaking, occur feldom in England ; and 
when they do,» they generally proceed from 
a violent paffion ; to which every conGdera- 
tion of fortune and reputation is facrificed, 
and the bufinefs concludes in a flight to the 
continent, or a divorce. 

They manage matters otherwife in France ; 
you hardly ever hear of flights or divorces 
in that country ; a hundred new arrange- 
ments are made, and as many old ones 
broken, in a week at Paris, without noife 

* The French in general are apt to make the same 
mistake with the Marquis ; they often speak of the 
House of Peers aii<i the Farliament m two di8U&€ 
••semhiiet; 
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or fcandal ; all is conduced quietly et felon 

les regies ; the fair fex are the univerfal 

obje£t$ of refpeft and adoration » and yet 

there is no fuch thing as conftancy in the 

nation. Wit, beauty, and every accom- 

plifhment united in one woman, could not 

tix the volatility of a Frenchman; the love 

of variety, and the vanity of new conquefts, 

would make him abandon this phoenix for 

bh'ds far lefs rare and eftimable. The 

women in France, who are full of fpirit and 

fenfibility, could never endure fuch ufage, 

« if they were not as fickle and as fond of new 

conquefts as their lavers. 

In Italy, fuch levity is viewed with con- 
tempt, and condancy is, by both fexes, ftiU 
claffed among the virtues. 

That high veneration for the fair fex 
which prevailed in the ages of chivalry, con- 
tinued long after in the form of a fentimen- 
tal platonic kind of gallantry. Every man 
of ingenuity chofe unto himfelf a mrftrefs, 
and direftly proclaimed her beauty, and her 
cruelty, in love ditties, madrigals, and elegies, 
without expecting any other recompence 
(han the reputation of a conftant lover ai>d 
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a good poet. By the mere force of ima- 
gination, and the eloquence of their own 
mctaphyficalfonnets, they became perfuaded 
that their miftrcfles were poffeffed of every 
accompliihment of face and mind, and that 
themfelves were dying for love. 

As in thofe days women were confiantly 
guarded by their fathers and brothers be- 
fore marriage, and watched and confined 
by their hufbands for the reft of their lives*; 
the refined pafSbns above defcribed were not 
expofed to the fame accidents which fo 
frequently befal thofe of modern loven ; 
hsy could neither -fall into a decay from a 
more perfeft knowledge of the lady's cha- 
rafter, nor were they liable to fudden death 
from enjoyment. But whilft the women 
were adored in fong, they were miferable 
in reality; confinement and diftruft made 
them deteft their huibands, and they en- 
deavoured to form connecSkions with men 
niord to their tafte xhan either jealous huf- 
bands or metaphyfical lovers. To treat a 
woman of charafker as if flie were an un- 
principled wanton, is the moft likely way to 
make her one. In thofe days of jealoufy, 
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a continual trial of fkill feems to have fub* 
fifted between hofband and wife^ as if every 
lord, loon after marriage, had told his lady^ 
•* Now, Madam, I know perfectly well 
what you \YOuId be at ; but it is my 
bufinefs to prevent you r I'll guard yoa 
" fo well, and Watch you fo clofely, that it 
jfhall never be in your power lo gratify 
your inclinations." " You are per- 
fedlly in the right, my lord,** replied 
the lady, with all meeknefs, '^ pray guard 
** and watch as your wlfdom fliall direcSl ;. 
** I, aifo, ilmll be vigilant on my part, and 
•* we ihall fee how the bufinefs will endj*^ 
The bufinefs generally did end as might 
have been expected ; and the only con- 
folation left the hufband, was to endeavour 
to affaffinate the happy lover* 

But when French manners began to fpread 
over Europe, and to infinuate themfelves 
among nations the moil oppofite in cha- 
rafter to the French, jealoufy was firft 
held up as the mod deteftable of all the 
paflions. The law had long declared againft 
its difmbl effedJs, and awful denunciations 
had been pronounced from the pulpit againft 
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thofe who were inflamed by its bloody 
fpirit; but without effe£l» till ridicule joined 
in the argument, and expofed thofe huf- 
bands to the contempt and derifion of every 
£i{hionabIe fociety, who harboured the 
gloomy daemon in their bofoms. 

As in England, after the Reftoration, 
people, to ihew their averfion to the Pu- 
ritans, turned every appearance of religion 
into ridicule, and, from the extreme of 
hypocrify , flew at once to that of profligacy ; 
fo in Italy, from the cudom of fecluding 
the wife from all mankind but her huiband, 
it became the fafhion that fhe ihould never 
be feen with her hufband, and yet always 
have a man at her elbow. 

I fliall conclude what I have to fay on 
this fubjecSt in my next* 
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LETTER LXXVI. 

Florence. 

JLJfFORE the Italian hufbands could adopt 
or reconcile their minds to a cuftom fo 
oppofite to their former praSice, they 
took fome meafures to fecure a point which 
they had always thought of the higheft im-- 
portance. Finding that confinement was a 
plan generally reprobated, and that any ap- 
pearance of jealoufy fubjefled the hufband 
to ridicule, they agreed that their wives 
fhould go into company and attend public 
places, bat always attended by a friend 
whom they could truft, and who, at the 
fame time, fhould not be difagreeable to the 
wife. This compromife could not fail of 
being acceptable to the women, who plainly 
perceived that they muft be gainers by any 
alteration of the former fyftem; anditfoon 
became univerfal all over Italy, for the 
women to appear at public places leaning 
upon the arm of a ssa^n ; who, from their 
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frequently whifpering together, was called 
her Cicifbco. It was ftipulated, at the fame 
time, that the lady, while abroad under his 
care, fliould converfc with no other man 
but in his prefence, and with his appro- 
bation ; he was to be her guardian, her 
fiiend, and gentlcman-ulher. 

The cuftom at prefcnt is, that this ob- 
fecjuious gentJeman vifits the lady every 
forenoon at the toilet, where the plan for 
,pafling the evening is agreed upon ; he 
idifappears before dinner, for it is ufuai aJl 
over Italy for the hufband and wife to dine 
together tete-a-tete, except on great oc- 
cafions, as Avhen there is a public fead. 
After dinrrer the hulband retires, and the 
Cicifbeo returns and conducts the lady to 
the public walk, the converfaziond, or the 
opera ; he hands her about wherever fhc 
goes, prefents her coflFee, forts her cards, 
and attends with the mod pointed affiduity 
till the amufements of the evening are over ; 
he accompanies her home, and delivers up 
his charge to the hufband, who is then 
fuppofed to refume his funflioHs. 
• From the nature of this connexion, it 
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could not be an cafy matter to find a Ci- 
cifbeo who would be equally agreeable to 
<he hulband and wife. At the beginning 
of the inftitution, the hufbands, as 1 have 
been informed, preferred the platonic fwains, 
who profefled only the metaphyfics of love, 
and whofe ledlures, they imagined, might 
refine their wives ideas, and bring them to 
tlie fame way of thinking ; in many in- 
fiances, no doubt, it would happen, that 
the platonic admirer adied with le/sferaphk 
ends ; but thefe inftances ferve only as proofs 
that the hufbands we^re miftaken in their 
men ; for however abfurd it may appear 
in the eyes of fome people, to imagine 
that the hufbands believe' it is only a pla^ 
tonic connediion which 4ibfi(ls between 
their wives and the Cicifbeps ; it is dill 
more abfurd to believe, as fome ftrangers 
who have pafTed through this country feem 
to liave done, that this whole fyftem of 
Cicifbeifm was from the beginning, and is 
now, an univerfal fyftem of adultery con- 
nived at by every Italian huiband. To get 
clear of one difficulty, thofe gentlemen fall 
into another much more inexplicable ^ by 
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fuppofing that the men^ who, of all the 
inhabitants of Europe, were the moft fcra- 
pulous with regard to their wives chaftity, 
(hould acqaiefce in, and in a manner become 
fubfervient to, their proftitution. In fapport 
of this ftrange do<3rine, they aflfert, that the 
faufbands, being the Cicifbeos of other wo- 
men, cannot enjoy this privilege on any 
other terms ; and are therefore contented to 
facrifice their wives for the fake of their 
fniftrefies. That fome individuals may be 
proj9igate enough to a£t in this manner, 
I make no doubt. Similar arrangements 
we hear inftances of in every country ; 
but that fuch a fyftem is general, or any 
thing near it, in Italy, feems to me per- 
fedlly incredible^ and is contrary to the beft 
information I have received fince I have 
been here. It is alfo urged, that moft of 
the married men of quality in Italy afl 
in the charadler of Cicifbeo to fome woman 
or other ; and thofe who are not platonic 
lovers, ought to fufpefl that the fame liberties 
are taken with their wives which they take 
with the fpoufes of their neighbours ; and 
tiierefore their fufiering a man to vilit their 



Wives in the charaSer of a cavaliero fer- 
vcnte, is in efFe6l conniving at their own 
cuckoldom. [But this does not follow as an 
abfolute confequence ; for men have a won- 
derful faculty of deceiving themfelves on 
fuch occafions. So great is the infatuation of 
their vanity, that the fame degree of com- 
plaifance, which they confider as the eiFe£k 
of a very natural and excufable weaknefs, 
when indulged by any woman for them* 
fclves,'' they would look on as a horrible 
enormity if admitted by their wives for 
another man ; fo that whatever degree of 
licentioufnefs may exid in confequence of 
this fyftem, I am convinced the majority 
of hufbands make exceptions in their own 
favour, and that their ladfes find means to 
fatlsfy each individual that he is not involved 
in a calamity, which, after all, is more 
general in other countries, as well as Italy, 
than it ought. 

Even when there is the greateft harmony 
and love between the hulband and wife, 
and although each wotild prefer the other's 
company to any other, ftill, fuch is the 
tyranny of fafliioHi they muft fej^arate every 
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evening; he to play the cavaliero fervente 
to another woman^ and (he to be led about 
by another man. Notwithftanding this in* 
eonvenlency, the couples who are in this 
predicament are certainly happier than thcfe 
whofe afFe<5^ions are not centered at home. 
Some very loving couples lament the cruelty 
of this reparation, yet the world in general 
feem to be of opinion, that a man and his 
wife who dine together every day, and lie 
together every night, may, with a proper 
exertion of philofophy, be able to fupport 
being afunder a few hours in the evening. 
The Cicifbeo, in many inftances, is a 
pooK relation or humble friend, who, not 
being in circumftances to fupport an equi- 
page, is happy to be admitted into all the 
focieties, and to be carri^ed about to public 
diverfions, as an appendage to the lady. I 
have known numbers of thofe gentlemen, 
whofe appearance and bodily infirmities car« 
ried the cleared refutation, with refpeA to 
themfelves perfonally, of the fcandaloos fto- 
ries of an improper conne<£lion between ca- 
Valiero ferventes and their miftreflfes. I 
never ill ipy life faw men more liappily 

formed, 



formed, both in body and mind, for faving 
the reputation of the females with whom 
^ they were on a footing of intimacy. The 
humble and timid air which many of them 
betray in the prefence of the ladies, and the 
perfevcrance with which they continue their 
fervices, notwithftanding the contemptuous 
ftyie in which they arc often treated, is 
equally unlike the haughtinefs natural to 
favoured lovers, and the indifference of men 
fatiated with enjoyment. 

There are, it mull be confeffed, Cicifbeos 
of a very different (lamp, whofe figure and 
manners might be fuppofed more agreeable 
to the ladies they ferve, than to their lords. 
I once exprefled my farprife, that a par- 
ticular perfon permitted one of this def- 
cription to attend his wife. I was told, by 
way of folution of my difficulty, that the 
hufband was poor, and the Cicifbeo rich. It 
is not in Italy only where infamous com- 
promifes of this nature take place. 

I have alfo known inftances, fince I have 

been in this country, where the charaflers 

of the ladies were fo well eftablilhed, as not 

to be fhaken cither in the opinion of their 

VOL. II. Q 
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acquaintances or hufbands although their 
cavaliero ferventes were in every refp^S 
agreeable and accompli (hed. 

But whether the connedtiou between them 
is fuppofed innocent or criminal, moft £11- 
glifhmen will be aftoniflied bow men an 
pafs fo much of their time, with womeo. 
This, however, will appear lefs furprifing, 
when they recol]e£t, that the Italian nobility 
dare not intermeddle in politics ; can find no 
employment in the army or navy ; and that 
there are no fuch amufements in the country 
as hunting or drinking. In fuch a fituatioDi 
if a man of fortune has no turn for gaining, 
what can he do P Even an Englifhman, 
in thofe defperate circumdances, might be 
driven to the company and converfatton of 
women, to Jighten the burden of time. The 
Italians have per fevered fo long in this ex- 
pedient, that, however extraordinary it may 
feem to thofe who have never tried it, there 
can be no doubt that they find it to fucceed. 
They tell you, that nothing fo effe^ually 
foothes the cares and beguiles the tediouf- 
nefs of life, as the company of an agreeable 
woman; that though the intimacy ihoald 
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never exceed the limits of friendfliip, there 
is fomething more flattering and agreeable 
in it than in male friendfliips ; that they 
find the female heart more fmcere, lefs in- 
terefted, and warmer in its attachments; 
that women in general have more delicacy, 
and Well, well, all thjs may be true, 

you will fay ; but may not a man enjoy all 
thefe advantages, to as great perfe<£iion, by 
an intimacy and friendfhip with his own 
wife, as with his neighbour's ? " Non, 
Monfieur, point du tout, " anfwered a 
Frenchman, to whom this qijeftion was 
once addrefled. ** Et pourquoi done ^ 
" Parceque cela n*eft pas permis." This 
you will not think a very fatisfa<9:bry anfwei 
to fo natural and fo pertinent a queftion— t 
It is not the faftion ! This, however, was 
the only anfwer I received all over Italy, 

Thi& fyftem is unknown to the middle 
and lower ranks ; they pafs their time in 
the exercife of their profeffions, and in th« 
fociety of their wives and children, as in 
other countries ; and in that fphere of life,' 
jealoufy, which formed fo ftrofig a feature 
^f the Italian char^fter^ is (iiil to be found 
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as ftrpng as ever. He who attempts to 

vifit the wife or miftrefs of any of the 

tradesrpeople without their permiflion, is 

in no fmall danger of a .Coltellata. 1 have 

often heard it aflerted, that Italian women 

have remarkable powers of attaching their 

lovers. Thofe powers, whatever they are, 

do not feem to depend entirely on perfonal 

charms, as many of them retain their ancient 

influence over their lovers after their beauty 

is much in the wane, and they themfelves 

are confiderably advanced in the vale of 

years. I know an Italian nobleman, of great 

fortune, who has been lately married to a 

very beautiful yonng woman, and yet he 

continues his afliduity to his former miftrefs, 

now an old woman, as punflually as ever. 

I know an Engli^iman who is faid to 

be in the fame Situation, with this difierence, 

that his lady is ftill more beautiful. In both 

thefe inftances, it is natural to believe that 

the beautiful young wives will always take 

care to keep their hufbands in fuch a 

^hafte and virtuous way of thinking, that, 

whatever time they may fpend with their 

ancient miftreffes, nothing criminal will ever 

paf$ between them. 
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Whatever fatisfafkion the Italians find in 
this kind of conftancy, and in their friendly 
attachments to one woman, my friend the 
Marquis de F— told n)e, when I laft 
faw him at Paris, that he had tried it while 
he remained at Rome, and found it quite 
intolerable. A certain obliging ecclefiadic 
had taken the trouble, at the earned requeft 
of a lady of that city, to arrange matters 
between her and the Marqais, who was pat 
into immediate pofleffion of all the rights 
that were ever fuppofed to belong to a 
Cicifbeo, The woman naufeatedh^rhulband, 
which had advanced matters mightily ; and 
her paffion for the Marquis was in pro- 
portion to her abhorrence of the other. In 
this (late things had remained but a very 
ihort time, when the Marquis called one 
afternoon to drive the Abb^ out a little into 
the country; but he happened to have juft 
dined. The meals of this ecclefiaftic were 
generally rather oppreffive for two or three 
hours after they were finiflied ; he therefore 
declined the invitation, faying, by way of 
apology, ^* Je fuis dans les horreurs de 
*t la digeftion/' He then enquired how 
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the Marquis's amour went on with the 
lady. " Ah, pour Tamour, cela eft a-peu- 
•* pr^s pafle,'* replied the Marquis, " et 
" nous fommes aftuellcmcnt dans Ics hor- 
" reurs de ramitie." 



LETTER LXXVIL 



Florenc«« 

JL HE Florentines imputed the decay of the 
republic to the circumftance of their fovereign 
refiding in another country ; and they ima- 
gined, that wealth would accumulate all 
over Tufcany, and flow into Florence, from 
various quarters, as foon as they (hould have 
a refiding Prince, and a Court eftaUifhed. 
It appears, that their hopes were too fan* 
guine, or at Icaft premature. Commerce 
Is dill in a languid condition, in fpite of 
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all tlie pains taken by the Great Duke to 
revive it. 

The Jews are not held in that degree of 
odium, or fubje£led to the fame humiliating 
diftin(^ions here, as in mod other cities of 
Europe. I am told, fome of the richeft 
snercliants are of that religion. Another 
clafs of mankind, who are alfo reprobated in 
fome countries^ are in this. looked on in the 
fame light with other citizens ; I mean the 
a£tors and fingers at the different theatres. 
Why Chriftians, in any country, (hould have 
the fame prejudice againft them as againft 
Jews, many are at a lofs to know ; it cannot 
certainly be on the fame account. ASors 
and aftrefles have never been accufed of an 
obftinate, or fuperflitious adherence to the 
principles or ceremonies of any falfe religion 
whatever. 

To attempt a defcription of the churches, 
palaces, and other piublic build'mgs, would 
lead, in my opinioji, to a very unenter- 
tainfhg detail. Few cities, of its fize, in 
Europe, however, afford fo fine a field of 
an>ufement to thofe who are fond of fuch 
ful)jc£ls ; though the lovers of archite£ture 
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will be fhocked to find feveral of the finefl 
ct^urches without fronts, which, according 
to fome, is owing to a real deficiency of 
money ; while others afifert, they are left 
in this condition, as a pretext for levying 
contributions to finifh them. 

The chapel of St. Lorenzo is, perhaps, 
the fined and moft expenfive habit Aioti 
that eyer was reared for the dead ; it is 
encrufied with precious ftones, and adorned 
by the workman ibip of the beft modern 
fculptors. Some complain that, after all, 
it has a gloomy appearance. There feems 
to be no impropriety in that, confidering 
what the building was intended for ; though, 
certainly, the fame effe£k might have been 
produced at lefs expence. Mr. Addifon 
remarked, that this chapel advanced fo very 
llowly, that it is not impofiible but the fa- 
mily of Medici s may be extindt before their 
burial-place is finifhed. This has a£iually 
taken place: the Medici family is extindl, 
and the chapel remains ftiil infiniihed. ' 

Of all the methods by which the vanity 
of the Great has diftinguiflied them from 
the reft of mankind^ this Of ere^ing fplendid 
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receptacles for their bones^ excites the lead 
envy. The fight of the mod fuperb edifice 
of this kindy never drew a repining figh 
from the bofom of one poor perfon ; nor do 
the upfuccefsful coiDplain, that the bodies of 
Fortune's favourites rot under Parian marble, 
while^their own will, in all probability, be 
allowed to moulder beneath a plain tutf. 

I have already mentioned the number of 
Ilatues which ornament the ftreets and 
fquares of Florence, and how much they are 
refpe£ted by the common people. I an^ 
told they amount in all to above one hun- 
dred and fifty, many of them of exquifite 
workmanfhip, and admired by ithofe of the 
beft tafie. Such a number of ftatues without 
any drapery, continually expofed to the 
public eye, with the far greater number of 
pitStures, as well as fiatues in the fame ftate, 
to be fcen in the palaces, have produced, in 
both fexes, the moft perfe<St infenfibility t^ 
nudities. 

rLadies who have remained fome time at 
Rome and Florence, particularly thofe who 
affedl a talle for vertu, acquire an intrepidity 
and a cool minutenels^ in examining atid 
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criticlfing naked figures, which is unknown 
to thofe who have never paffed the AJps» 
There is fomething in the figure of tJie 
God of Gardens, which is apt to alarm the 
modcfty of a novice ; but I have heard of 
female dilettantes who minded it no more 
than a draw. 

The Palazzo Pitti, where the Great 
Duke lefi'des, is on the oppofite' fide of the 
Arno from the Gallery. It has been en- 
larged fince it was purchafed from the 
juined family of Pitti. The furniture of 
this palace is rkhr and curious, particularly 
fome tables of Florentine work, which are 
much admired. The moft precious orna- 
ments, however, are the paintings. The 
walls of what it called the Imperial cham- 
ber, are painted in frefco, by various pain- 
ters ; the fubjefls arc allegorical, and in 
honour of Lorenzo of Medicis, diftinguiihed 
by the name of the Magnificent. There is. 
more fancy, than tatle difplayed in thofe 
paintings. The other principal' rooms are 
diflinguifhed by the names of Heathea 
Deities, as Jupiter, Apollo, Mars, Venus, 
arid by paintings in frefco, moftly by Pictro 
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da Cortona. In the lail mentioned, the 
fubjc£ls are dlfFerent from what Is naturally 
expelled from the name of the room^ being 
i:eprefentations of the triumphs of Virtue 
over Love, or Tome memorable inftance 
of continency. As the Medici family have 
been more diAinguifhed for the prote£tion 
they afforded the arts, than for the virtues of 
continency or felf-denial^ it is probable, the 
fubje£t, as well as the execution of thefe 
pieces, was left entirely to the painter. 

I happened lately to be at this palace, 
with a perfon who is perfedlly well ac- 
quainted with all the pictures of any merit 
in Florence, While he explained the pe- 
culiar excellencies of Pietro's manner, a 
gentleman in company, who, although he 
does not pretend to the fmalleft fkill in 
piftures, would rather remain ignorant for 
ever, than liden to the le£tures of a con- 
noifleur, walked on, by himfelf, into the 
other apartments, while I endeavoured to 
profit by my inftrudtor's knowledge. Whca * 
the other gentleman returned, he faid, *• I 
*• know no more of painting than my 
<< pointer; but there is a pi&ure in one of 
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** the other rooms, which I would rather 
*' hav6 than all ihofe you feetn to admire 
•* fo much ; it is the portrait of a healthy^ 
•* handfome, country woman, with her 
•• child in her arms. There is nothing 
•* interefling in the fubje<St, to be fure, bc- 
caufe none of us are perfonalty acquainted 
with the woman. But I cannot help 
thinking the colours very natural. The 
young woman's countenance is agreeable, 
and expreffive of fondnefs and the joy of 
** a mother oyer a firfl-born. The child is 
** a robuft, chubby-cheeked fellow; fuch as 
** the fon of a peafant fhould be.** 

We followed him into the room, and the 
piAure which pleafed him fo much, was the 
famous Madonna della Seggiola of Raphael* 
Our inftrudlor immediately caHed c^ut. 
Vira ! and pronounced him a man of a 
genuine tafte ; becaufe, without any pre* 
vious knowledge or inflru6tion, he had 
fixed his admiration on the fined piflure in 
Florence. But this gentleman, as foon as 
he underftood what the pi£ture was, dif- 
claimed all title to praife ; " Becaufe,** faict 
he, « although, when I confidercd tfiat 
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*' pi£lure, fimply as the reprefent^tion of a 
•* blooming country wench hugging her 
** child, I admired the art of the painter, 
" and thought it one of the trucft copies of 
•* nature I ever faw ; yet, I confefs, my 
^•* admiration is much abated, now that yoa 
inform me his intention was to reprefent 
the Virgin Mary." " Why fo r Veplied 
the Cicerone , " the Virgin Mary was 
not of higher rank. She was but a poor 
*^ woman, living in a little village in Ga- 
*• lilee.*' '•No rank in life," faid the other, 
** could give additional dignity to the perfon 
** who had been told by an Angel frona 
*• heaven, that (he had found favour with 
** God ; that her Son fliould be called the 
** Son of the Higheft ; and who, herfelf, 
*' was confcioua of all the miraculous cir- 
** cumflances attending his conception and 
*' birth. In the countenance of fuch a 
** woman, befidcs comelinefs, and the ufual 
** aflFediion of a mother, I looked for the 
" mod lively expreffion of admiration, gra* 
** titude, virgin modefty, and divine love. 
'* And when I am told, the pidlure is by 
" the greatcft pamter that ever lived, I am 
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•* difappointed in perceiving no traces of that 
** kind in it/' What juftice there is in 
in this gentleman's remarks, I leave it to 
better judges, than I pretend to be, to de- 
termine. 

After our diurnal vifit to the Gallery, wc 
often pafs the reft of the forenoon in the 
gardens'belonging to this palace. The Vale 
of Arno} the gay hills that furround it ; and 
other natural beauties to be viewed from 
thence, form an agreeable variety, even to 
eyes which have been feafting on the moft 
exquifite beauties of art. The pleafure ari« 
fing from both, however, diminiibes by re- 
petition ; but may be again excited by the 
admiration of a new fpedlator, of whofe 
tafte and fenfibility you have a good opinion, 

experienced this on the. arrival of Mr. 
awkener, a gentleman of fenfe, honour, 
and politenefs, whofe company gave frefli 
relifh to our other enjoyments in this place. 
It is now fome time fince he left us ; and I 
am not at all unhappy in the thoughts of 
proceeding, in a day or two, to Bologna, id 
our road to Milan. 
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Mila«; 

Ju OR a pott or two after leaving Florence, 
and about as much before you arrive at Bo« 
logna, the road is very agreeable ; the reft of 
your journey between thofe two cities \% 
over the fandy Apennines. 

We had the good fortune to find at Bo- 
logna, Sir William and Lady Hamilton, 
Mr, Fitzheibert, Mr. Kennedy, Lord Lum- 
ley, and Sir Harry Featherfton. Our ori- 
ginal intention was to have proceeded 
without delay to Milan ; but on fuch an 
agreeable meeting it was impofEble not to 
remain a few days at Bologna^ 
• I went to the Academy on the day of 
diftributmg the prizes for the beft fpecimens 
and defigns tn painting, fculpture, and ar- 
chitefture ; a difcourfe in praife of the fine 
arts was pronounced by one of the profeflbrs^ 
who took that opporturrity of enumerating, 
the 'fine qualities of the Cardinal Legate;, 
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none of the virtues, great or fmall, were 
omitted on the occafion ; all were attributed 
in the fuperlative degree to this accomplifhed 
prince of the church. The learned orator 
acknowledged, however, that this panegyric 
did not properly belong to his fubje£l, but 
hoped that the audience, and particularly the 
Legate himfelf, who was prefent, would 
forgive him, in confideration that the eulogy 
had been wrung from him by the irreQftible 
force of xruth. The fame force drew forth 
fomethfng fimilar in praife of the Gonfa- 
lonier and other magiftrates who were 
prefent alfo ; and, what you may think verj 
remarkable, the number and importance of 
the qualities atrtibuted to thofe diftinguifhed 
perfons, kept an exa£t proportion with their 
r^nk. Power in thii happy city fecms to 
have been weighed in the fcales of Juftice, 
and diftributed by the hand of Wifdom. 
All the infeiior niagiftrates, we were infor- 
med, are very worthy men, endewed with 
many excellent qualities; the Gonfalonier 
h :^ many more, and the Legate pofleffes 
every virtue under the fun. If the Pop^ 
had entered the room, the too laviflx pro- 
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feffor would not have been able to help him 
to a (ingle morfel of praife which had not 
been already ferved up. 

This town is at prefent quite full of 
ftrangers, who came to afSft at ^the pro- 
ceflion of Corpus Domini. The Duke of 
Parma, feveral Cardinals, and other perfons 
of high di{lin£lion, befides a prodigious 
crowd of citizens, attended this great fcftival. 
The ftfeets through which the Hoft was 
carried, under a magnificent canopy, were 
adorned with tapeftry, paintings, looking- 
glaiTes, and all the various kinds of finery 
which the inhabitants could produce. Many 
of the paintings feemed unfuitable to the 
occafibn; they were on profane, and fomeof 
them on wanton fuhje£ls ; and it appeared 
extraordinary to fee the figures of VenuSf 
Minerva, Apollo, Jupiter, and others of that 
abdicated family, arranged along the walls in 
honour of a triumph of the Corpus Chriftr. 

On our way to Milan we flopped a fhort 
time at Modena, the capital of the duchy of 
that name. The whole duchy is about 
fifty miles in length, and twenty-fix in 
breadth; the town contains twenty thoufand 
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inhabitants ; the ftieets are in general large, 
ftraighty and ornamented with porticoes. 
This city is furrounded by a fortification, 
and farther fecured by a citadel ; it was 
anciently rendered famous by the fiege which 
Decimus Brutus fuftained here againft Marc 
Antony. 

We proceeded next to Parma, a beautiful 
town, confiderably larger than Modena, and 
defended, like ir, by a citadel and regular 
fortification. The ftreets are well built, 
broad, and regular. The town is divided 
unequally by the little river Parma, which 
lofes itfelf in the Po, ten or twelve miles 
from this city. 

The theatre is the largefl: of any in 
Europe ; and confequently a great deal larger 
than there is any occafion for. Every body 
has obferved, that it is fo favourable to the 
voice, that a whifper from the ftage is heard 
all over this immenfe houfe; but nobody 
tells us on what circumftance in the con- 
ftru6Jion this furprifing efFedl de[)ends. 

The Modenefe was the native country of 
Correggio, but he paffed mod of his life at 
Parma, Several of the churches are orna- 
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mcnted by. the pencil of that great artift, 
particularly tl^e cupola of the cathedral, 
the painting of which has been fo greatly 
admired for the grandeur of the defign 
and the boldnefs of the fore-fhortcnings. 
It is now fpoiled in fuch a manner, that 
its principal beauties are not eafily di(lin« 
guifhed. 

Some of the bed piflures in the. Ducal ^ 
Palace have been removed to Naples and 
elfewhere ; but the famous picture of the 
Virgin, in which Mary Magdalen and 
St. Jerom are introduced, ftill remains. 
In this compofition Correggip has been 
thought to have united, in a fupreme degree, 
beauties which are feldom. found in the fame 
piece ; an exceUence in any one of which 
has been fufiicient to raife other artifts 
to celebrity. The fame connoiffeurs alTert, 
that this piiSture is equally worthy of 
admiration, on account of the freftinefi 
of the colouring, the inexpreffible grace- 
ful nefs of the defign, and the exquifitc 
tendernefs of the expreffion. After I had 
heard all thofe fine things faid over and over 
again, I thought I .had nothing to do 
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but admire ; and I had prepared my min<i 
accordingly. — Would to Heaven that the 
refpedlable body of connoiffeurs were agreed 
in opinion y and I fliould mod readily fubmit 
mine to theirs ! But while the above eulo« 
gium dill refounded in my ears, other 
connoKTeurs have aflerted that this pifiure h 
full of afFe£tation ; that the fliadowing is of 

« a dirty brown, the attitude of the Magdalen 
condrained and unnatural ; that fhe may 
llrive to the end of time, without ever being 
able to kifs the foot of the infant Jefus in 
her prefent pofition ; that fhe has the look 
of an idiot ; and that the Virgin berfelf is 
but a vulgar figure, and feems not a great 
deal wifer ; that the angels have a ridiculous 
fimper, and mofl abominable air of affec- 
tation; and finally, that St. Jerom has the 
appearance of a flurdy beggar, who intrudes 
his brawny figure where it has no right 
to be. 

DiflradSed with fuch oppofite fentiments, 
what can a plain man do, who has no great 
reliance on his own judgment, and wifhes 
to give offence to neither party? I ftiall 

-leave the pifture as I found it, to anfwer 
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for itfelf, with a fingle remark in favour 
of the angels. I cannot take upon me to 
fay how the r«al angels of heaven look ; but 
I certainly have feen fome earthly angels, of 
my acquaintance, affum'e the fimper and air 
of thofe in this pifture, when they wiftied to 
appear quite celeftial. 

The duchies of Modena, Parma, and 

Placentia, are exceedingly fertile. The foil 

is naturally rich, and the climate, being 

moifter here than in many other parts of 

Italy, produces more plentiful pafturage for 

cattle. The road runs over a continued plain» 

among meadows and corn-fields, divided by 

rows of trees, from whofe branches the vines 

hang in beautiful feftoons. We had the 

pleafure of thinking, as we drove, along, 

that the peafants are not deprived, of the 

bleflingsofthefmiling fertility among which 

they live. They had in general a neat, 

contented, and cheerful appearance. The 

women are fuccefsfullv attentive to the 

ornaments of drefs, which is never the cafe 

amidft oppreffive poverty. 

Notwithllanding the fertility of the coun- 
try around it, the town of Placentia itfelf 
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is but thinly inhabited, and feems to be in 
a {late of decay. What firft flrikes a ftranger 
on entering this city, arc two equeflriaa 
ftatues, in bronze, by Giovanni di Bologna; 
they {land in the principal fquare, before the 
Town-houfe. The be{l of the two reprc- 
fents that confummate general Alexander 
Farnefe, Dake of Parma and Placentia, who 
commanded the army of Philip II. in tl^e 
Netherlands. The infcription on the pc- 
de{lal mentions his having -relieved the city 
of Paris, when called to the aflStlancc of 
the League into France, where his great 
military {kill, and cool intrepidity, enabled 
him to baffle all the ardent impetuo{ity of 
the gallant Henry. He was certainly worthy 
of a better mafter, and of ferving in a better 
caufe. We cannot, without regret, behold 
a Prince, of the Duke of Parma's talents 
and character, fupporting the pride of an 
unrelenting tyrant, and the rancour of 
furious fanatics. 

Except the Ducal Palace, and fome pic- 
tures in the churches, which I dare fwear 
you will cordially forgive me for pafling 
over undefcribed, I believe Ifiere is not a 
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great deal in this city worthy of attention ; 
at all events I can fay little about them, as 
we remained here only a few hours during 
the heat of the day, and fel out the 'fame 
evening for Milan. 
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Milaa. 

iVliLAN, the ancient capital of Lombardy, 
is the largeft city in Italy, except Rome, but 
though it is thought rather to exceed Na- 
ples in fi'ze, it does not contain above one- 
half the number of inhabitants. 

The cathedral (lands in the centre of the 
city, and, after St. Peter's, is the mod con- 
fiderable building in Italy. It ought by 
this time to be the largeft in the world, if 
what they tell us be true, that i^ is near four 
hundred years lince it was begun, and that 
there has been a confiderable number, of 
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men daily employed in completing it ever 
fince ; but as the injuries which time does 
to the ancient parts of the fabric, keep them 
in conftant employment, without the pof- 
Cbility of their work being ever completed^ 
Martial's epigram, on the barber Eutrapelus, 
has been applied to them with great pro- 
priety. That poor man, it feems^ performed 
bis operations fo very (lowly, that the beards 
of his patients required (having again on 
the fide where he had begun, by the time 
he had finiihed the other. 

EUTRAPELUS TONSOR DUM CIRCUIT ORA 

LUPERCI, 
EXPUNGITQUE GENAS, ALTERA BARBA 

SUBIT, 

No church in Chriflendom is fo much load- 
ed, I had almoft faid disfigured, with orna- 
ments. The number of (latues, withinfide 
and without, is prodigious ; they are all of 
marble, and many of them finely wrought. 
The greater part cannot be dlftindlly feen 
from below, and therefore certainly have 
nothing to do above. Befides thofe which 
are of a fize, and in a fituation to be dif- 
tinguifhcd from the ftreet, there are great 

numbers 
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numbers of fmaHer ftatues, like fairies, 
peeping from every cornice, and hid among 
the grotcfque ornaments, which are here in 
vaft profufion. They mud have coft much 
labour to the artift who formed them^ and 
are ftill a fource of toil to ftrangers, who, in 
compliment to the perfon who harangues on 
the beauties of this church, whiclv he fays is 
the eigiith wonder of the world, arc ob- 
liged to afcend to the roof to have a nearer 
view of them. 

This vafl: fabric is not fimply encrufted, 
which is not uncommon in Italy, but en* 
tirely built of folid white marble, and fup- 
ported by fifty columns, faid to be eighty- 
four feet high. The four pillars. under the 
cupola, are twenty -eight feet in circum- 
ference. By much tne fined ftatue belong- 
^ ing to it is that of St. Bartholomew. He 
appears flayed, with his Ik in flung around 
his middle like a falh, and in the eaficft 
and mod degage manner imaginable. The 
mufcles are well exprefled ; and the figure 
might be placed with great propriety in the 
hall of an anatoinid j bat», cxpokdas it is 
to the view of people of all proifeffions, 

VOU II. R 
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and of both fexes, it excites more difgnft 
and horror than admiration. Like thi^fe 
beggars who uncover their fores in the 
flreet, the artift ha? deftroyed the very eflFe6t 
be meant to produce. This would have 
fuflBciently evinced, that the ftatue was not 
the work of Praxitilesy without the infcrip- 
tion oi^ the pededal : 

Jf ON ME PRAXITILES, SED MARCUS FINXTT 
AGRATI,* 

The infide of the choir is ornamented by 
fome highly efleemed fculpture in wood. 
From the roof hangs a cafe of cryftal, fur- 
rounded by rays of gilt metal, and incloGng 
a nail, faid to be one of thofe by which our 
Saviour was nailed to the crofs. The trca- 
fury belonging to this church is reckoned the 
richeft in Italy, after that of Loretto. It is 
compofed of jewels, relics, and curioGties of 
various kinds ; but what is efteemed above 
all the reft, is a fmall portion of Aaron's 
yod, which is carefully preferved there. 

The Ambrofian Library is faid to be one 

* I atntliie workmanship of Slarcua Agratas^ not 
of Proxiul««. ; . 
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ef the mod valuable coile6tions of books 
and manufcripts in Europe. It is open, a 
certain nunaber of hours every day ; and 
there ^re accomraodations ^ for tbofe who 
<:ome to read or make extracts. 

In the Mufeuin, adjoining to the Library, 
■ard a confiderable number of pifkures, and 
-many natural curiofities. Among thefe they 
.fhew a human Jkeleton. This does not^ 
excite a great deal of attention, till you are 
informed that it confifts of the bones of a 
-^Milanefe lady, of diftinguiflied beauty, who, 
by her laft will, -ordained that her body 
ihould bediffedied, and the fkeleton .placed 
in this Mufeum, for the contemplation of 
.fioftcrity. If this lady only meant to.give a 
4>roof of the tranfient natiire of external 
-charms, and that a beautiful woman is not 
more defirable after death than a homely 
-one, fhe mi^ht have allowed, her body to be 
configned to duft in the ufual way. In fpitc 
of all the cofmetics and other auxiliaries 
which vanity employs to varnifli and to 
fupport decaying beauty and flaccid charms, 
the world have been long fatisfied, that death 
is not neceflary to put the fair and the 
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homely bn a level ; a very few years, even 
during life, do the bufinefs. 

There is na place in Italy, perhaps I 
might have faid m Europe, Where ftrangerft 
are received in fuch an ea(y, hofpitaMe 
manner, as at Milan. Formerly, the Miianefe 
nobility difplayed a degree of fplendour and 
magnificence, not onlv in tbcir ** enter- 
tainments, but in their ufual ftyle of li^mg, 
unknown in any other country in Eorope. 
They arc under a neceffity at pr^feitt of 
living at lefsexpence, bat they ftill'ihcw the 
fame obliging and hofpitable difpofition. 
This country having^ not very long fince, 

f 

been poflifled by the French, from whom it 
devolved to the Spaniards, and from them to 
thie Germans, the troops df thofe nations 
have, at different periods, had their refidence 
here, and, in the courfe of thefe viciffitudes, 
produced a ftyle of manners, and ftamped a 
chara6ler on the inhabitants of this duchy, 
different from what prevails in any other 
part of Italy ; and nice obfervers imagine 
they perceive in Miianefe marfniers the polite- 
nefs, formality, and honefty imputed to 
thofe three nations, blended with the in- 
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gcnuity natural to Italians, Whatever un- 
eafmefs the inhabitan$;s of Milan may feel^ 
from the idea of their being under German 
government, they fcem unK'erfally pleaftd 
with the perfonal charailcr of Count Fer- 
mian, who has refided here many years as 
Minifter from Vienna, equally to the fa- 
tisfa£tion of the Emprefs Queen, the in- 
habitants of Milan, and the Grangers who 
occafionally travel this way. 

The Great Theatre having been burnt to 
the ground laft year, there are no dramatic 
entertainments, except at a fmall temporary 
playhoufe, which is little frequented ; but 
the company affemble every evening in their 
carriages on the ramparts, and drive about 
in the fame manner as at Naples, till it is 
pretty Ute. In Italy, the ladies have no notion 
of' quitting their carriages at the public 
%valks, and ufing their own legs, as in En- 
gland and France. On feeing the number 
of fervants, and the fplendour of the cquir 
pages which appear every evening at the 
-Corfo on the ramparts, one would not fu^- 
pe£l that degree of depopulation and dimi- 
nutipn of wealth, wliich we are affured has 
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taken place within thefe few years all over 
the Miianefe ; and which, according to my 
information, proceeds from the burthenfomc 
nature of fome late taxes, and the infolent 
and oppreffive manner in which they arc 
gathered. 

Tlic natural produ^ions of this fertile 
country muft occafion a confiderable com- 
merce, by the exportatioh of gram, particu- 
larly rice ; cattle, cheefe, and by the various 
manufaftures of filken and velvet (lufi?, 
ftockings, handkerchiefs, ribbands, gold, and 
fjlver laces, and embroideries, woollen and 
linen clolhs, as well as by fome large manu- 
fadVures of glafs, and earthen ware in imita- 
tion of china, which are eftabliflied. here. 
But I am told monopolies are too much 
protefted here, and that 'prejudices againft 
the profeffton of a merchant ftill exift in 
the minds of the only people who have 
moneyi Thefe cannot fail to check induftry, 
and deprefs the fou! of commerce ; and 
perhaps there* is little probability that the 
inhabitants of Milan will overcome this 
unfortunate turn of mind while the'y remain 
under German dominion, and adopt Gei:maa 
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idens. The peafants, though more at their 
eafe than in many other places, yet are not, 
fo much fo as might be expefted in fo very 
fertile a country. Why are the inhabitants 
of the rich plains of Lombardy, where na- 
ture pours forth her gifts in fuch profufion, 
lefs opulent than thofe of the mountains of 
•Switzerland? Becaufe Freedom, whofe in- 
fluence is more benign than funfhine and 
zephyrs, who covers the rugged rock with 
foil, diaina the fickly fwamp, and clothes 
the brown heath in verdure ; who drefles 
the labourer's face with fmilcs, and makes 
him behold his increafing family with de- 
light and exultation ; Freedom has abarw 
doned the fertile fields of Lombardy, andl 
dwells among the mountains of Switzerland,. 
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LETTER LXXX. 

Chamberry. 

E made fo fhort a flay at Turin that 
I did' no thing of writing from thence.- 
I (hall now give you a fketch of our pro- 
grefs fince my laft. 

We left Milan at midnight, and arrived 
the next evening at Turin before the fhut- 
ting 6f the gates. All the approaches to that 
city are magnificent. It is fituated at the 
bottom of the Alps; in a fine plain watered 
by the Po. Mofl of the ftreets are well 
built, uniform, clean, ftraight, and termi- 
nating on fome agreeable objecSt. The 
Strada di' Po, leading to the palace, the fineft 
and largeft in the city, is adorned vVith por- 
ticoes equally beautiful and convenient. The 
four gates are alfo highly ornamental. There 
can be no more agreeable walk than that 
around the ramparts. Tlie fortification^ are 
regular and in good repair, and the citadel is 
reckoned one of the flrongefl^ in Europe. 
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The royal palace and the gardens are adr 
mired by forne. The apartments difplay 
iieatnefs rather than magnificence. The 
rooms are fmall, but numerous. The fur- 
niture is rich and elegant ; even the floors 
attra£t 'attention, and mud peculiarly ftrike 
flraijgers who come from Rome and Bo- 
logna ; they are curioufly inlaid with va- 
rious kmds of woody and kept always in a 
ftate of (hining brightnefs. The pidlures, 
Aatues, and antiquities in the palace, are of 
great value ; of the former there are fome 
by. the greateft mafters, but thofe of ih« 
Flemifh fchool predominate. 

No royal family in Europe are more 
rigid obfervers of the laws of etiquette than 
that of Sardinia ; all their movements are 
uniform and invariable. ^ The hour of riCng, 
of going to mafs, of taking the air ; evlery 
thing is regulated like clock-work. , Thofe 
illuftrious perfons muft have a vaft fund of 
natural good-huniour, to enable them to 
perfevere in fuch a wearifome routine, and 
fupport their fpirits under fuch a continued 
weigat of oppreflive formality. 

We had the fatisfaflion of feeing them 
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all at mafs ; but as the Duke of Hatnllton 
grows more impatient to get to England 
the nearer we approach it, he declined being 
prefented at court, and we left Turin two 
days after our arrival. 

We flopped a few hours, during the heat 
of the dayj at a fmall village, called St. Am- 
brofe^ two or three pofts from Turin. I 
never experienced more intenfe heat than 
durifrg this day, while we were tantalized 
with a view of the fnow on the top of the 
Alps, which feem to overhang this place, 
though, in reality, they are fome leagues 
diftant. While we remained at St. Ambrofe 
there was a grand proceflion. All the men, 
Women, and children, who were able to 
crawl, attended ; feveral old women carried 
crucifixes, others pidtures of the Saint, or 
flags fixed to the ends of long poles ; they 
feemed to have fome difficulty in wielding 
them, yet the good old women tottered 
along as happy as fo many young enfigns the 
firft time they bend under the regimental 
colours. Four men, carrying a box upon 
their flioulders, walked before the refl. I 
alked \yhat the box contained, and was in- 
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formed, by a fagacious looking old man, 
that it contained the bones of St. John. I 
enquired if all the Saint's bones were there ; 
he affurcd me, that not even a joint of his. 
little finger was wanting; " Becaufe," con- 
tinued I, "I have feen a confiderablor 
number of bones in different parts of 
Italy, which are faid to be the bones of 
St. John,'* He fmiled at my fimplicity,. 
and faid the world was full of impofition ; 
but nothing could be more certain, than, 
that thofe in the box were the true bones of 
the Saint ; he had remembered them ever 
fince he was a child — and his father, when 
on his death-bed, had told him on jthe word 
of a dying man^ that they belonged to St.- 
John and no other body. 

At Novalezza, a village at the bottom of 
Mount Cenis, our carriages were taken ta 
pieces, and delivered to muleteers to be car- 
ried to Lan6bourg, 1 had bargained with 
the Vitturino, before we left Turing foe 
our paffage over the mountain in the chairs 
commonly ufed on fuch occaftons, Thc" 
fellow had informed us there was no poffi* 
biiity of going in any other manner j. but 
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when we came to this place, I faw no dlfiS-' 
culty in being carried up by mules, which 
we all preferred to the great fatisfe6kion of 
our knavifh conductor, who thereby faved 
the expencc of one half the chairmen, for 
whofe labour he was already paid. 

We rode up this mountain, which has' 
been defer ibed in fuch formidable terms 
with great eafe. At the top there is a fine 
verdant plain of five or fix miles in length ; 
we halted at an inn, called Santa Croce, 
where Piedmont ends, and Savoy begins. 
Here we were regaled with fried trout, 
catched in a large lake within fight, from ^ 
which the river Doria arifes, which runs to 
Turin in cortjuniiion with the Po. Though 
we afcend no higher than this/plain, 'which 
is the furamit of Mount Cenis, the moun- 
tains around arc much higher ; in pa/fing 
the plain we felt the air fo keen, that we 
were glad to have fecourfe to our great-coats ; 
which, at the bottom of the hill, we had 
conCdered as a very fuperfluous part of our 
baggage. I had a great deal of converfatlon 
in pafling the mountain with a poor boy, 
wha accompanied us. from No'valezza to 
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take back the males ; he told me he could 
neither read nor write, and had never been 
ferther than Suza on one fide of the moun- 
tain, and Lanebourg on the other. His 
fpoke four languages ; Piedmontefe, which 
is his native language; this is a kind .of 
•patois very different from Italian; the Pa- 
tois of the >pealants of Savoy,* which is 
equally diflferent froip French ; he alfo fpoke 
Italian and French wonderfully well ; the 
iecond he had learnt from the Savoyard 
chairmen, and the two laft from Italian and 
Flinch travellers whom he has accompanied 
over Mount Cenis^ where he has paffed his 
life hitherto, and which he feems to have no 
cleiire of leaving. If you chance lobexon- 
fulted by any parent who inclines to fend 
their fons abroad, merely that they may be 
removed from London and acquire modern 
languages in the moft oeconomical manner, 
you now know what place to recommend. 
In none' where opportunities for this branch 
of education are equal, is living cheaper than 
at Mount Cenis, and I know nothing in 
which it has any refemblance to London, 
,. except that it ftands )o# much the fame 
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quantity of ground. I ^alked' this boj* why- 
he did not learn Englifh ? — He had all the 
inclination in. the . world. — "Why don*t 
" you learn it then as well as French?*' 
" On attrape le Francois, Monfiear, bon 
" gr^, mal gr^" anfwercd he, " mais Mef- 
" fieurs Ics Anglois par lent peu." 

When ^e arrived at the North fide of 
the niountain we difmifled our mules, and 
bad recourfe to our Alpian chairs and chair- 
men. The chairs are conftrodled in the 
fimpleft manner, and perfe<5ily anfwer the 
purpofe for which they are intended* The 
chairmen are ftrong-made, nervous, little 
fellows. One of them was betrothed to a 
girl at Lanebourgv and was to be married 
that evening, I could not, in confcience^ 
permit him to have any part in carrying me, 
but direSly appointed him to Jack's chair> 
The young fellow pnefented us all with r'il>« 
.bands, which we wore in our hats in honour 
of the bride. " Are you very^ fond^of your 
" miftrefs, friend ?** faid I. " II feut que 
" je I'aime beau coup," anfwered he, " puif,. 
" que^ pauvre gar^on comme me voila, je 
^ donne trentc lif^'^s au pretre pour nous 
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** marjer." To tax matrimony, and oblige 
the people who heget and maintam children 
to pay to thofe who maintain none, feems 
bad policy ; and it is furpriflng that a prince 
who attends fo minutely, as his Sardinian 
Majefty, to the welfare of his fubjedts, does 
not remedy fo great an abufe. 

As our carriers jogged zig-zag, according^ 
to the Gourfe of the road, down the moun-* 
tain, they laughed, and fung all the way. 
** How comes it," faid I to the Duke^ 
" that chaipjii^p are generally, merrier than. 
" thofe they! pirry ? To hear thefe fellows. 
** without feeing them, one would imagine 
** that we had the laborious part, while they- 
" fat at their eafe." " True," anfwered he ',, 
** and the fame perfon might conclude, on. 
**^ hearing the bridegroom fing fo cheerfully,. 
" that we were juft going to he married and 
** not he." We arrived in a ftidrt time at 
the inn at Lanebourg,, nothing having far- 
prifed me fo much in the paflage of this 
mountain, the difficulty and danger of which, 
have been greatly exaggerated by travellers, 
as the facility with which we atchievedjt.. 

As foon as the fcattered' members of our 
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carriages wefC joined together, we proceeded 
on our joiirney. The road is never level, 
but a continuedi ^afcent and defcent along the 
fide of high mouiH^ins We f6metimes faw 
villages fituated at a vaft height above us ; 
at other times they were feen, witH difficulty, 
in the vales, at an immenfe depth below us. 
The village o^ Modane (lands in a hollow, 
furrounded by (lupendous mountains. It 
began to grow dark when we defcended 
from a great height into this hollow ; we 
could only perceive the rugged fummits, 
arid fides of the mountains^^hich encircM 
the village, but not the village itfelf, or any 
part of the plain at the bottom ; we therefore 
feemed defcending from the furface, by d 
dark abyfs leading to the centre of the 
globe. ' We arrived fafe at Modanc, howe- 
ver ; for the road is good in every refpe<9:, 
fteepnefs excepted. Next morning we con- 
tinued our courfe, by a mifcrable place 
called La Chambre, to Aiguebelle, a village 
of much the fame defcription. According 
to fomc authors, this was the road by which 
Hannibal led his army into Italy. They 
aflert, that the plain at the furamit of 
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Mount Genis*was the place where he refted 

his army for four day, and from whicj) he 

ihowed his.foldiers the fertile plains of Italy, 

and encouraged them to jKrfevere : others 

aflert, that he led his army into Italy by 

Mount St. Bernard. This is a difcuiEon . 

into which I am not qualified to enter ; but 

General Melvil, a gentleman of learning, 

probity, and great profeffional mterit, in his 

way to Italy, where he now is, endeavoured 

to trace the route of the Carthaginian army 

with-great attention, and imagines he has 

been fuccefsful in his refearches. He has 

alfo afcertained the fpots on which fpme of 

the moft memorable battles were fought, by 

carefully comparing the defcription of Poly- 

bius, and other authors, with the fields of 

battle, and has dete£ted many miftakes 

which have prevailed on this curious fubjeft ; 

every where fupporting his own hypotheCs 

by arguments, which none but one who has 

carefully perufed the various authors, and 

examined the ground with a foldier's eye, 

could adduce. The fame gentleman has, 

likewifc made fome obfervations relating to 

the arms of the Ancient Romans, and their 
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tafkics in general, which ar^ equally new 
and ingenious, and which, it is hoped, he 
will in due tipe give to the Public. 

Wc arrived a^he inn at Aiguebelle juft 
in time to avoid an exceffive ftorm of thun- 
der and rain, which lafted with great vio- 
lence through the whole night, Thofe 
who have never heard thunder in a very 
mountainous country, can form no idea of 
the loudnefs, repetition, and length of the 
peals we heard this night. Many of the 
inhabitants of thofe mountains have never 
fecn better houfes than their own huts,, oc 
any other country than the Alps. What a 
rugged, boifterous piece of work muft they 
take this world to be ! - 

I fancy you have by this time had enough 
of mountains and vallies,* fo if you pleafe we 
fhaU Ikip over Montmelian to Chamberry, 
where we arrived the f^ime day on which 
we left Aiguebelle. To-morrow we fliall 
fleep at Geneva. I did not expeft much 
fleep this night from the thoughts of it> 
and therefore have fat up almoft till day-break 
writing this letter.. 



HJkKKE&S IN ITAT,V. dtrS 



LETTER LXXXT. 



Besan^on^ 

jL he Duke of Hamilton went fome weeks 
ago to vifit an acquaintance in one of the 
provinces of France. As I inclined rather 
to pafs that time at Gteneva, we agreed to 
meet at Paris, whither Jack and I are thus 
far on our way. 

I muft now fairly confefs that I found 
myfelf fo happy with my kind friends the 
Genevois, that I could not fpare an hour 
from their company to write to you or any 
eorrefpondent, unlefs on indifpenfable bu- 
finefs. I might alfo plead, that you ^our- 
felf have been in Ibme raeafure the caufe of 
my being feduced from my pen. In your 
laft letter, which I found waiting for me at 
the poft-houfe at^jiSeneva, you m^intion a 
late publicatioxijf in terms that gave me a 
Guriofity to feeit jiand an Englifli gentleman, . 
who had the only copy which has as yet 
reached that city, was fo obliging as to lend. 
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it me. The hours which 1 ufually allot to 
fleep, were all I had in my power to pafs 
alone ; and they were very confiderably ab- 
ridged by this admirable performance. The 
exlenfive reading there difplayed, the per- 
fpicuity with which hiftorical fafts are re* 
latcd, the new light in which many of them 
arc placed, the depth of the refleitions, and 
the dignity and nervotis force of the lanr 
guage, all -announce the hand of a matter* 
If-the aathor lives to cox^pleta his arduous 
undertaking, he will do more to difSpate the 
hiftorical daiknefs which overfliadows the 
middle ages, give a clearer Hijiury of tbi 
Decline and Fall of the Raman Empire^ and 
fill up, in a more fatisfadlory manner, the 
long interval between ancient and modern 
hiftory, than all the writers who have pre- 
ceded him* This accounts for my long 
fi!eiice. You: fee I refume my pen the very 
firft opportunity, after the caufes I have 
aiBgned- for it are remot'ed, which ought to 
give the more weight to ipy apology. 

As I have frequently chefin at Lyons, I 
chofe, on this ocafion, to return to Paris 
by Tranche Com*t^ and Champagne. Wc 
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accordingly fet out very early yefljerday 
morning, and were by no means in high 
fpirrts when we left Geneva, and paffed 
along the fide of the lake, ihroiagh the Pays 
tie Vaufl. The beauties of that country, ' 
though they aftonifh at fir ft fight, yet, lite 
the characters lof the inhabitants, they inv- 
prove on intimacy. Every time I have 
looked at the Jake of XJeneva, and its de- 
lightful environs, I have difcavered fome- 
thing new to admire. As I entered the 
Canton of Bern, I often turned about, and 
a<%ft withdrew my eyes from thofe favourite 
objefts, with an emotion fimilar to what 
you feel on taking leave of a friend, whom 
you have reafon to think you fhall never fee 

again. 

The firft place we came to on entering 
France from the Canton of Bern, is -a poor 
little town on a hill ; I forget its name. 
While the poftilion flopped to put fome- 
thing to rights about the harnefs, I ftepped 
into a fliop where they fold wooden ftioes; 
ai>d in the courfe of my converfation with 
a peafant, who had juft purchafed a pair for 
hitnfelf, and another for iii^s , wife, he /aid. 
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**' les Bernois font bien a leur alfe, Moa^ 
** ficur, pendant que nous^autres Fran9ais 
** vivoTis tres-durement, et cependant - les 
^* Bernois font des herdtiques." ** VoiJa,'* 
faid an old' woman , who fat in a corner 
reading her breviary ; " voila," faid fhe, 
taking ofF her fpeftacles, and laying her 
-beads on the boolc, " ce que je trouve in- 
** comprehenfible." 

This was, however, at the extremity of 
France, and in a, province lately acquired^ 
for it muft be confeifed, that it is not com- 
xnon for the French to imagine that any 
country whatever has theadvantage of theirs 
in any one circumftance ; and they certainly 
^re not fp apt to grumble as fome of their 
neighbours, who have lefs reafon. When 
I W3S 4aft at . Geneva^ a French hair-drefler 
— Let me intreat you not to fliew this 
to your friend — -^ , who is fo fond of 
-people of quality, that >e thinks there is 
J30 life out of their company. He would 
pihaw, and curfe my poor peafants, and 
oU women, and hair-dreOers, and accufe 
me of being too fond of fuch low company^ 
-As for the old women, I am much mif- 
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taken if there are not at lead as many to 
be found of both fexes in high life as in low; 
for the others, I declare 1 have no particular 
aiFedtion, but I am fond of ftrokes of nature 
and chara£ter, and muft look for them 
where they are to be found. I introduce 
the prefent hair-dreffcr to your acquaintance, 
becaufe, if I am not miftaken, he fpbke the 
fentiments of his whole nation^ high and 
low. You (hall judge. This young fellow 
attef)ded me every morning while I re* 
mained at Geneva ; he had been a year or 
two at London; and while he drefled my 
hair, his tongue generally nioved as quick 
us his fingers. He was full of his remarks 
upon London, and the fine people ^hofe 
hair he pretended to have drefied. ** Do 
** you not think," faid I, " that people may, 
** live very happily in that country ?** 
^* Mais — ^pour cela, oui, Monfieur." ** Do 
** you think, then, they ar^ happy?" **Pour 
** cela, non, Monfieur," " Can you guefs 
•* at the rcafon why they are pot, though 
" ihey have* fo much reafon to be fo ?" 
** Oui, Monfieur, elle eft toute fjmple.'> 
^* Pray what is the reafon they are not 
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«• happy ?." ** Cell qu'ils ne font pas 



*• deftines a Tetie." 

A veiy genteel young man, a Genevois, 
happened to call on fne, for two minutes^ 
while this frifeiir was with me. The young 
gentleman had pafled fome time at Paris, 
and was drefled exa<^iy in the Parifian tafte. 
^^ He has much the air of one of your 
** countrymen," faid 1 to the Frenchman, 
as foon as. the other had left the room. 

** Mon Dieu I quelle difF«^rencc," cried 
.the frifeur. '* For my part, I can lie none,'* 
faid I. ** Monfieur," returned " he, foycz per- 
'^ fuad^ qu'aucun Genevois ne fera jamais 
** pris pour un Fran9ais.'* ** There are 
^* certainly fome petit-maitres to be found 
** in this town,'* faid I. ** Pardonnez- 
" moi," replied he,'** ils ne font que petit' 
** maitres manqu^." 

** Did you ever fee an Engliftinaan,** 
faid I, **who might pafs foFa Frenchman?'* 
** Jamais de la vie, Monfieur!'* replied he, 
with an accent of aftonifhment. 

" Suppofe him," faid I, " aman of qua- 
•* lity?" ** N'importe." 

" But," ^continued I, '* fuppofe he had 
^ " Jived 
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" lived feveral years at Paris, that he wa*^ 
^* naturally very handfome, and well made, 
" that he had been educated by the beft 
" French dancing-mafter, his clothes made 
** by the beft French taylor, and his hair 
** dreffed by the moft eminent frifeur in 
<* Paris ? '* ** C'eft beaucoup, Monfieur, 
" mais ce n'eft pas affez.'* 

" What 1 '* exclaimed I, '* would yon 
**'ftill-know him to be an Englifhman ?" 
** Aflurcment, Monfieur.*' 

** What ! before he fpoke?'* « Au pre- 
** mier coup-d'oeil, Monficur." 

** The Devil you would ? but how?**^ 

•** C'eft que MefEeurs les Anglpis ont un 

** air-— une maniere de fe prefenter— un— 

** que fais-je moi— -vous m*entendez bien, 

** Monfieur — un certain air fi Gau- — -.'* 

** Quel air, maraud ?*' " Enfin un arr 
** qui eft charmant, fi vous voulez, Mon- 
** fieur," faid he rapidly, " mais que Ic 
^* Diable m*emporte fi c*eft Tair Francois." 

To-morrow I fliall take a view of this 
town, and proceed immediately after break- 
Taft to Paris : meanwhile I wifh you very 
heartily good night. 

TOL.MU s 
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V 



Paris. 

X Made a longer ftay at ^cfangon than I 
intended, and am now al^)ut to inferni you 
nvhat detained me. The morning after the 
date of my laft, as I returned to the ina 
from the parade, where. I had been to ,fee 
the troops, I met a fervant of the. Marquis 

de F J who ran up to me the moment 

he knew me» and, in a breath, told me, 
that his mafter was at Befanfon ; that hp 
had been exceedingly ill, and thought, by 
the phyfictans, in great danger ; but bU 
fromplaint having - terniinated in an ague, 
they had now the ilrongeft hopiK of Mi^ 
lecovery. I deiired to be conducted imme- 
diately to him. 

I found the Marquis aldne ; pale, langmid, 
and greatly emaciated. He exprefled, how<- 
ever, equal pleafure and furprife at this un« 
expected vifit ; faid, he ha4 been in dafigcr 



/ 
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«f nonking a very long joutney, and added, 
with , a fnaile, that no man had ever fet oyt 
with lefs inclination^ for be hated trayelling 
alone, and this , was the only journey he 
could ever take, without wifhing fome of 
his friends to accompany him. He rejoiced, 
therefore, that h^ had, been recalled in timie 
to meet me before { (hould pafs on ^o 
Paris. " But tell me,'* continued he, " fpr 
** I have ten thoufand queftions to afli. -7— 
*' but let VIS /take things in order; £)h 
*^ bien, donnez nous done des tipuveU/es 

4u Pape ? On nous a 4it que vous avies 

pafie par la ceremonie. de la Pantoufle. 

Ne pourroit-on pas pendre au tragiqipe 
*' une mifefe commc cela chez vous ou 
** le $aint Pere pafle pour une Babyhnienne 
** de mauvaife vie?" Before I could make 
any anfwer I chanced to turn my eyes upon 
d perfon whom I had not before obfervedi 
who fat very gravely upon a chair in a 
corner of the room,. with a large periwig 
rn full ^efs 'upon bis head. 

The Marquis, fering my furprife at the 
iight of this unknown perfon, after a very 
iiearty fit <tf laughter, begged pardon for 
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not having introduced ine fooner to that 
gentleman ( who was no other than a large 
monkey), and then told me, he had the 
honour of being attended by a phyficiany 
-who had the reputation of poffeffing the 
greateft fklll, arid who f^r//?/«/^ wore the 
largeft periwigs of any dodlor in the pro- 
A^ince. That one morning, while he was 
writing a prefcriptjon at his bed-iide, this 
fame irionkey had catched hold of his pe- 
riwig by one of the knots, and inftantly 
made the beft of his way out at the window, 
to the roof of a neighbouring houfe, from 
which ppft he could not be diilodged, till 
the Do£lor, having loft patience, had fent 
home for another wig, and never after 
could be prevailed on to accept of this, 
whiph had been fo much difgraced. ThaJ 
0njin, his valet, to whom the monkeybe- 
longed, had, ever fince that adventure, ob- 
liged the culprit^ by way of punifliment, 
to fit quietly for an hour every morning, 
with the periwig on his head. •— Et pen- 
dant ces moments de tranquillity je fuis 
honorede la focie'td du venerable perfpnage. 
Then addreiSng hjmfelf to the mQnkeyi 
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" Adieu, mon ami, pour aujourd'bui ■— 
*< au plaifir dc vous rcvoir;" and the fer-, 
vaut immediately carried Monfieur le Me- 
decin out of the room. 

Afraid that the Marquis might be the 
worfe for talking fo much, I attempted to 
withdraw, promifing to return in the even- 
ing.; bat this I. could not get him to comply 
with. He affured me, that nothing did him 
fo much harm as holding his tongue ; and> 
that the moftexceffivehead-achehehad ever 
had in his life, was owing to his having 
been two hours without fpeaking, when he 

made his addreffes to Madam de ; who 

could never forgive tho/e who broke in upon 
the thread of her difcoyrfe, and whom he 
/£/?, after all, by uttering a few fentences 
before (he could recover her breath after 
a fit of fneezing. In moft people's dif- 
courfe, added he, a fneeze paffes for a full 
flop. " Mais dans le Caquet eternel de 
•* cette femme ce n'eft qu'une virgule." 

I then enquired after my friends Dubois 
and Fanchon. — He told me, that his mother 
bad fettled them at her houfe in the country, 
where (he herfelf chofe, of late, to pafs at 
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leaft one half of the year ; that Dubois wai' 
of great fervlce to her, in the quality of 
ftevirard, and (he had ta)cen a ftrong affection 
for Fanchon, and that both hufband and 
wife were loved and efteemed by the whole 
rfeighbourhood. ." I once,*' continued the 
Marquis, ** propofed to Fanchon, en ba- 
" dinant, to make a trip' to Paris, for (he 
•* muft be tired of fo much folitu^/' 
*^ Have I not my hufband ?" 'faid (he. 
** Your hufband is not company," rejoined 
r, ** your hufband, you know, is yourfelf. 
" What do you thinks was her anfwer?** 
** Elle m*a r^pondu," continued the Mar- 

• • • • 

^uis, ** Ah, Monfieur le Marquis, plus on 
*^ s*^Ioigne de foi-mcme, plus on s'^cart^ 
** du bonhear.** 

In the progrefs of our converfatbn, fen- 
quired about the lady to whom he was to 
have been married, when the match was fo 
abruptly broken dff by her father. He told 
me, the old gentleman's behaviovjr was 
explained a fhort time after our departure 
from Paris, by his daughler^s marriage to 
a man of great fortune ; but whofe tafte, 
charaQer, and turn of mind were eflentially 
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iSiffefent from thofe of the young Isdp 
•* I fuppofe then," faid I, " ihe appeared 
** indifferent about him from the begin- 
** ning?" " Pardonnest-moi," replied the 
Marquis, " au commencement elle joua la 
•' belle paffion pour fon mari, jufqu*a fcan* 
** dalifer le monde, peu-a-peu elle devin( 
** pius taifonnable, ct fur cet article les deux 
** epoux joQ^rent bientot a fortune ^gale \ 
'* i prefent lis s*amufent i fe chicaner de 
** petites contradictions qui jettent plus 
'^ d*amertume dans le commerce que de 
** torts decW^s.'* 

** Did you ever renew your acquaint- 
« ancc?" 

*^ Jh ne pouvois faire autrement, clle a 
** marque quelques pctits regrets de m'avoir 
*' traits (i cruellement." 

"And how did you like her/V faid I, 
** on farther acquaintance ? 

** Jeldi ai trouve," anfwered he, " tout 
** ce qu'on pcut fouhaiter dans ia fmme 
" J'un autre.'' ' . > 

The Marquis, feeling himfelf ,a little 
cold, and rifing from the fopha to .'ring 
for feme wood, had a view of the ftreet. 
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O ho," cried he, looking earneftly 
through the window, " regardez, regarded 
" cet homme" — " Quel homme?" faid I. 
** Cet homme a gros ventre,'* feid he; 
and while he fpoke, his teeth began to 
chatter. " Ah, Diable, voila mon chien 
*' d*acces — ^cet. homme qui marche^commc 
*• un Di — Di — Dihdon, c'eft Taumonier da 
** reginhent," I begged he would allow 
him felf to be put to bed, for by this time 
he was all over fliivering with the violcnct 
of the ague. 

** Non, non, ce n'eft.rien," faid he, 
*' il faut abfolument que je vous cont« 
*' cctte hiftoire. Cet homme qui I'engraife 
" en nettoy — nett— et — et— en nettoyant 
•* Tame de mes foldats, faifoit Jes ye ax 
" doux i la femme d'un Ca — Ca — Caporal 
** — Diantre, je nen peux plus. Adieu, 
** mon ami, c*eft la plus plaifante hi ft — fis 
*' , — pefte ! demandez mes gens.'* 

He was put to bed dire£lly. I found the 
court below full of foldiers, who had come 
to enquire after ^heir Colonel. Before I 
had reached the ftreet, the Marquis's valet- 
de-chambrc overtook me, le ris ftirla bouchc* 
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et les larmes aux yeux, with a meifage from 
his mafter. 

The foldiers crowded about us, with an- 
xiety on all their countenances. { afTured 
them, there was no danger; that their 
Colonel would be well within a very few 
days. This was heard with every mark of 
joy, and they difperfed, to communicate the 
good news to their comrades, 

" Ah ! Monfieur," faid thp valet, ad- 
dr effing himfelf to me, ** il eft tant ainie dc 
'* ces braves gar^ons ! et il merite fi bien 
. « de Tctre I" 

Next dav he looked better, and was m 
his ufual fpirits ; the day following, he 
was ftill better ; and having taken a proper 
quantity of the bark during the interval, 
he had no return of the fever. As he has 
promifed to continue the ufe of the bark,, 
in Sufficient doles, for fbme time, and as 
relapfes are not frequent at this feafon of the 
year, I am perfuaded the affair isover, arid 
that he will gradually gain ftrength till he is 
perfectly recovered^ 

He received me with lefs gaiety thart 
ufual, the day on \yhich I took my leav€> 

s * 
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and ufed nuaiy obliging expfeflions, which, 
however you may fraile, I am entirely dif- 
pofcd to believe were fidcerc ; for, 

ff 

Altho' the candy'd tongue Tick abfurd pomp. 
And crook the pregnant hinges of the knee^. 
-Where thrift may follow fawning : 
L^ Why fliould the poor be flattered ? 

Juft as I was returning, we heard the 
mudc of the troops marching pfF the pa« 
rade.— ** A propos," cried he, " How do 
•* your affairs go on with your Colonies?/* 
I faid, I hoped every thing would be ar« 
ranged and fettfed very foon. 

** Ne croyez-vous pas," faid he, ** qut 
** ces Meflieurs,'* pointing to the troops 
which then paffed below the window^ 
•* pourroient entrer pour quelque chofe dans 
•' Tarrangement ?'' 

I faid, I did not imagine the jAmericans 
were fuch fools as to break all connection 
•with their friends, and then rifk falling into 
* the power of their enemies. 

** II me femble," anfwered he, " que ces 

** Meflieurs font affez peu dc cas de votrc 

' •* amiti^, at aufli, quan^ vous aurcz prouv^ 
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*' qu'ils ont tort, il ne s'cn fuivra pas que 
** vous ayiez toujours eu raifon." "Allons," 
continued he, feeing that I looked a little 
grave, ** point d'humeur;" then, feizing. 
ray handjL " peFmettez moi, je vous prie 
*' d'aimer les Anglais fans hair les Am^- 
** ricaiiH." * 

I foon after parted with this amiable 
Frenchman, whofe gaiety,* wit, and agreeable 
manners, i( I may judge from my own 
experience, reprcfent the charafker and 
difpofition of great numbers of his coun- 
trymen, 
/ .After a very agreeable journey by Gray, 
Langres, and Troyes, we arrived at this 
capital a few days ago. 
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Paris*- 

Although it is a conCderablc time fincc 
my arrival, yet, as you made fo long a ftay 
at Paris while we were in Gei'many, I couid 
not think of refuming my obfervations on 
the manners of this gay metropolis. It has 
been faid, that thofe times are the mofl: 
interefling to read of, which were the moll 
difagreeable to live in. So I find the places 
i]> which it Is moil agreeable to reiide, are 
precifely thofe from which we have tfie leaft 
inclination to write. There are fo many 
refources at Paris, that it always requires a 
great effort to write fetters, of any con- 
fiderable length, from fuch a place. This is 
peculiarly my cafe at prefent, as I have the 
happinefs of paffing great part of my time 
with Mr. Andrew Stuart, whom I found at 
this hotel on my arrival. The integrity, 
candour, and ability of that gentleman's 
conduct, during a long refidence, have 
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procured him a great number of friends 
in this capital, and have eflahlifhed a 
character which calumny attempted in vain 
to overthrow. Now that I have refolution 
to take up my pen, I (hall endeavour to 
clear the debt for which you dun me fo 
unmercifully. I own, I am furprifed that 
you (hould require my opinion on the 
ufes of foreign travel, after -peruflng, as 
you mud have done, the Dialogues, lately 
publiflied by an eminent divine, equally 
didinguifhed for his learning and tade. But 
as I know what makes you peculiarly 
folicitous on that fubjeft at prefcnt, I fliall 
give you my fentiments, fuch as they are, 
without farther hefitation. 

I cannot help thinking, that a young man 
pf fortune may fpend a few years to advan- 
tage, in travelling through fome of the 
principal countries of Europe, provided the 
tour be well timed, and well conduced; and, 
without thcfe, what part of education can be 
ofufe? * 

In a former letter, I gave my reafons for 
preferring the plan of education at the public 
fchools of England, to any other now irv 
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ufe at home or abroad. .. After the young 

perfofi has acquired the fundanleiftal parts of 

learning, which are taught at fchooU, he will 

naturally be removed to fome univerfity. 

One of the moft elegant and mod ingenioas 

writers of the preient age has, in his Inquiry 

into the Caufes of the^ Wealth of Nations, 

pointed out many deficiencies iii tho(e 

feminaries. What that gentleman has mid on 

this fubjefl, may poflibly have fome eSeA m 

bringing about an improvement. But with 

all their deficiencies, it muftbe acknowledged, 

that no univerfities have produced a greater 

number of men/ diftinguifhed for polite 

literature, and eminent for fcience, than 

thofe of England. If a young man ha^ 

previoufly acquired the habit of appUcatton, 

and a tafle for learning, he will certainly 

find the means of improvement there ; and 

without thefe, I know not where he will 
* * • ^_ 

make any progrefs in literature. But 

whatever plants adopted, whether the young 

man ftudies at the univerfity, or at homfc 

with private teachers, while he is ftuclying 

With dHigehce and afacrity, it would be doirit 

him a mOft eflential injury, to interrupt him 
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by a premSturq expedition to the Continent, 
from an idea of his acquiring the gracesy^ 
elegance of manner, or any of the accom- 
plifhjpents which Jra veiling is fuppofed to 
give. Literature is preferable to all other 
accomphfhments, and the men of rank who 
pofiefs it, have a fupefiority over thdfe who 
do not, let their graces be what they may, 
Vrhich llie lattct"' feel and envy, while they 
afFecSl to dcfpife. 

- According to this plan, a youth properly 
educated, will feldom begin his foreign tour 
l^efore the tge of twenty ; if it is a year or 
two later, there will bq no harm. 

This is th6 age, it may be faid, when 
young men of fortune endeavour to get into 
Parliament: it is fo; but if they fhould 
remain out of Parliament till they are a feW 
years older, the affairs of the nation might 
poffibly go on as well. 

It may alfo b^ faid, if the tour is deferred 
Vill the age of twenty, the youth will not, 
after that period of life, attain the modern 
languages in perfeAion. Nor will he acquire 
that eafy manner, and fine addrefs, which 
are only caught by an early acquaintance 
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with courts, and the aflemblies of the gay^ 
and elegant, /This is true to a certain degree ;. 
but the anfwer is, that, by remaining 
at home, and applying to the purfuits 
of literature, he will make more yaluable 
attainments, 

I am at a lofs what to fay about tho(e 
fame graces ; it is certainly defirable topofiefs 
them, but they muft come, as it were, 
fpontaneoufly, or they will not come at alU 
They fometimes appear as volunteers, but 
cannot be prefied into any fervice ; and 
thoie who (hew the greatest anxiety about 
them, are the lead likely to attain them* 
I ihould be cautious, therefore, of advifing a 
young man to ftudy them either at home or 
abroad wtth much foiicitude. Students 
of the graces are, generally, the moft 
abominable affidled fellows in the world, 
I have feen one of ihein make a whole 
company fqueamifti. 

Though the pert familiarity of French 
children would not become an Engiifli boy, 
yet it merits :he eailieft and tiie utmofl; 
atteation to prevent or conquer that avvk"* 
ward timidity which fo often oppreffes the 
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latter when he comes into company. The 
timidity I fpeak of, is entirely diiFerent from 
modedy. I have feen the mod impudent 
boys I ever knew almoft convulfed with 
conftraint in the prefence of ftrangers, or 
when they were required to pronounce a 
fingle fentence of civility. But it was only 
on fuch ocfcafions they were baftiful. Among 
their companions or inferiors, they were 
faucy, rude, and boifterous. 

If boys of this defcription only were 
liable to bafhfulnefs, it would be a pity 
to remove it. But although this quality is 
diftinft from modefty, it is not incompatible 
with it. Boys of the mod modeft and moft 
amiable difpofition are often overwhelmed 
with it ; from them it ought to be removed, 
if it can be done, without endangering that 
modefly which is fo great an ornament to 
youth, and indeed to every period of life. 
This, furely, may be^done in England, as 
well as in any other country i but it is too 
much negledled : many confider it as a. 
matter of no importance, or that it will 
wear oflF by time. We fee it, however, 
often annihilate, and always impair^ the 
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tikJSt of the grci^teft and mod lifeful talents* 
After the care of forming the heart ;-by 
the principles of benevolence and integrity^ 
perhaps one of the moft important parts of 
education is, to habituate a boy to behave 
with modefty, but witheut reftraint, and to 
retain the full pofleffion of all his faculties ia 
;iDy company. 

To attain betimes that eafe and elegance 
of manner, which travelling is fuppofed 
to beftow, and that the young gentleman 
may become perfedlly matter of the modem 
languages, fome have thought of mixing the 
two plans ; and, inftead of allowing him to 
profecute his ftudies at home, fending him 
abroad, immediately on his coming from 
fchool, on the fuppofition that, with the 
ai&ftance of a tutor and foreign profeflbrs, 
he will proceed in the ftudy of philofophy^ 
and other 'branches of literature, during thfc 
three or four years which are employed In 
the ufual tour. It will not be denied, tlin 
a young man who has made good ufe of his 
time at fchool and at the univerfity, who hfiis 
acquired fuch a tafte for fcience as to confider 
its purfuits as a pleafure, and not a taflc, 
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thay, even during his travels, mix the'ftudy 
of men with that of books j and continue to 
makeprogrefs in the lat^r, when the greater 
part of his time is dedicated to the former. 
But that fuch a tafte will, for the firjt 
tlm€y fpring up in the breall of a boy 
of fixteen or feventeen, amidft the diffipation 
of theatres, reviews, proceffions, balls, and 
affemblies, is, of all things, the lealV probable. 
Others, w.ho think lightly of the im- 
portance of what is ufually called fcience to 
a young mah of rank and fortune, ftill 
contend, that a knowledge of hiftory, which 
they admit may be of fome ufe even to men of 
fortuney can certainly be acquired during the 
years of travelliag. But what fort of a 
knowledge will it be which a boy, in fuch a 
fituation, will acquire? Not that which 
Lord Bolingbroke calls philofophy, teaching, 
by examples, a proper condudtin the various 
fituations of public and , private life, but 
merely a fucceffion of reigns, of battles, and 
fieges; ftored up in the memory without 
fefleftlon or application. I remember a young 
gentleman, whom a ftrong and retentive 
memory of fuch events often fet aprating 
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verv mal-a-propos ; one of his companions 
exprefled much furprife at his knowiedge, 
and wondered how he had laid up fuch a 
flore. " Why, truly," replied he, with 
franknefs, ** it is ail owing to my bungling 
** blockhead of a valet, who takes up fuch an 
•** unconfcionable time in dreffing my hair, 
•* that I am glad to read to keep me from 
** fretting ; and as there are no newfpapers, 
** or magazines, to be had in, this country, 
" I have been driven to hiftory, which 
." anfwers nearly as well.". 

But it fometimes happens,' that young 
men who are far behind their contempo-r' 
raries in every kind of literature, are won- 
derfully advanced in the knowledge of the 
town, fo as to vie with the oldeft -profeffors 
in London, and endanger their own health 
by the ardour of their application. The 
fooner fuch premature youths are feparated 
from the conne6kions they have formed in 
the metropolis, the better ; and as it will 
not be eafy to perfuade them to live in 
any other part of Great Britain, it will be 
neceflary to fend them abroad. But, in- 
{lead of being carried ta courts and capital^,- 
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the beft plan for them will be to fix them 
in fome provincial town of France or Swit- 
zerland, where they may have a chance of 
improving, not fo much by new attainments, 
as by unlearning or forgetting what they 
ihave already acquired* 

After a young man has* employed his 
time to advantage at a public fchool, and 
lias continued his application to various 
branches of fcience till the age of twenty, 
you afk, what are the advantages he is 
likely to reap from a tour abroad ^ 

He will fee mankind more at large, and 
in numberlefs fituations and points of view, 
in which they cannofappear in Great Bri- 
tain, or any one country. By comparing 
the various cuftoms and ufages, and hearing 
the received opinions of different coun- 
-tries,^ his mind will be enlarged. He will 
be enabled to correal the theoretical notions 
•he may have formed of human nature, by 
the practical knowledge of men. By con- 
templating their various religions, laws, 
and government, in a^ion, as it were, and 
obferving the efFedls they produce on the 
joiinds and characters of the people, he will 



45o nsw ov socttTY akii 

be able to form a jufter eftjinate of their 
value than otherwife he could have done. 
He will fee the natives of other countries, 
not as he fees them in ^^ngland^ mere idle 
fpeAators, but buiily employed in their 
various characters, as adlors on their own 
proper ftage. He will gradually improve 
in the knowledge of chara^er, not of Eng- 
lifhmen. only, but of men in general ; he 
will ceafe to be deceived either by the var- 
nifli with which men are apt to heighten 
their own adliQns, or the dark colours in 
which they, too often, paint thofc of. 
others. He will learn to diftinguifli the 
real from the bftenfible motive of men!s 
words and behaviour. Finally, by being 
received with hofpitality, converfing fami- 
liarly, and living in the reciprocal exchange 
of good offices with thofe whom he confi*^ 
dered as enemies, 6r in fome unfavourable 
. point of view, the fphere of his benevo- 
lence and good will to hisr brethren of man'% 
kind will gradually enlarge. His friend- 
(hips, extending beyond the limits of his 
own country, will embrace c^aradlers con- 
genial with his own in other nations. S«a$, 
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mountains, rivers, are geographical boun* 
daries, but never limited the good will or 
cfteem of one liberal mind. As for hit 
liianner, though it will probably not be fo 
janty as if he had been bred in France 
from his earlieft youth, yet that alfo will ia 
fome degree be improved. 

However perfuaded he may. be of the 
advantages enjoye^d by the people of Eng,. 
land, he will fee the harflincfs and im* 
propriety of infiilting th^ natives of other 
countries with an oftehtatious enumeration 
of thofe advantages ; he will perceive how 
odio^us thofe travellers make themfelves^ 
who laugh at the religion, ridicule the 
cuftoms, and infult the police of the coun- 
tries through which they pafs, and who 
never fail to infinuate to the inhabitants 
that they are all flaves and bigots. Such 
bold Britons wc^ have fometimes met with, 
fighting their way through Europe, who^ 
by their continual broils and difputes, woul4 
lead one to imagine, that the angel of the 
Lord had pronounced on each of them 
the fame denunciation which l^c did on 
Jihmael the fon of Abraham, by his kaad- 



43a TIEW of SOCIETY AlftJ 

maid Hagar : " And he will be a wild man, 
« and his hand will be againft every man, 
** and every mans hand againft him."* 
If the fame unfocial difpofition fliould creep 
into our politics, it might arm all the 
powers in Europe againft Great Britain, 
before ftie gets clear of her unhappy conteft 
with America. A young man, whofc mind 
has been formed as it ought before he goes 
abroad, when he fees many individuals pre- 
ferve perfonal dignity in fpite of arbitrary 
government, an independent mind amidft 
poverty, liberal and philofophic fentiments 
amidft bigotry and fuperftition ; muft na- 
turally have the higheft efteem for fuch 
^haraflers, and allow them more merit than 
thofe even of his own country, who think 
and a£t in the fame manner in lefs un- 
favourable circumftances. 

Befidcs thefe advantages, a young man 
of fortune, by fpending a few years abroad, 
will gratify a natural and laudable curiofity, 
and pafs a certain portion of his life in an 
agreeable manner. He will form an ac- 

I Vide G«iicsi5; cha|>. xtI. rcrsc J2. 

quaintance 
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- quaintancc with that boatted nation, whofe 
fuperior tafte and poiitenefs are univerfall/ 
acknowledged ; ^hofe fafhions and lan- 
guage are adopted by all Europe ; and who. 
in fcicnc<f, power, and commerce, are the 
rivals of Great Britain. He will have op- 
portunities of obferving the poliUcal confti- 
tution of the German empire; that complex 
body, formed by a confederacy of pritjces 
ecclefiafticj, and free cities, comprehending 
countries of vaft extent, inhabited by 'a 
hardy race of men diftinguiOied for folJd 
fenfe and integrity, wHo, without having 
equalled their fprightlier neighboura in 
works of tafte or imagination, have fhewn 
what prodigious efforts of application the 
human mind is. capable of in the fevercft 
and Icaft amufing ftudies, and whofe ar- 
mies exhibit ^t prefent the moft perfed 
models of military, difcipline In contem, 
plating thefe, he will, naturally confidef, 
whether thofe ar^nies tend moft to thtf 
aggrandizement of the Monarch, or to de- 
fend^ or prefej;ve ?ny thing to the people 
who maintain them, arid the foldiers who 
compofe them, equivalent to the vaft ex- 

VOL. II. T 
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Viewing the rcmamsj^ ^^^^^^^^010- 

tions of the '«<>\'".*^'^ „ '7v*^ his, ftoted 
^ofe whofe minds are not » ^.^^ ^^^, 

^ith daffical knowlf g*» f ^^^^^„« ; 

Icfs wonder. 6r f^^'^J^^^^^.s of aa« 
and. exclufive of *ofe n'onmn ^^ ^ ^^ 

tiquit^ he will nat«r^;y ^;^^^.^,, of a 

country, which at °^" ^^^ns or ano- 
produced men, who, by one m ^^., 

l^r^J^^Z^^-^^^^^:, of other 
nently from'fSSii^^J^ r^bdued the 



pations. At one pcnooJ'^^^^pf their 
world by t^ie wifdpm and hf^||0||l^ theii 
councils, and the difciplincd vigou?-^ of 
arfaics, Rome became at once the fe 
V .ippirc, learning, and the arts. M 

After the Northern barbarians had d 
ftroyed the bvprgroAyn fabric of Rom: 
power, anew er^pire, of a more fingol 

nature, gradua^y arofe from Its rmris. arj 

>ully emending its influence^m the mmd 

»f men, till the Princes of Europe were ai 
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length as- much controlkd by the bulls of 
the Vatican, as their anccftors had been by 
the decrees of the Senate. 

Gommerce alfo, whicli rapine and 
flaughtcr had frightened from Europe, re- 
turned, and joined with Superftition in 
drawing the riches of all the neighbour- 
ing nations to Italy. And, at a fubfequent 
period. Learning, burfting through the 
clouds of ignorance wich overfliadowed 
mankind, again flione forth in the fame 
country, bringing in her train, Poetry, 
Painting, Sculpture, and Mufic, all of 
which have been cultivated with the great- 
eft fuccefs ; and the three laft brought, by 
the inhabitants of this country, to a de- 
gree of excellence unequalled by the na- 
tives of any other country of the world. 
When to thefc confidcrations we add, that 
there is reafon to believe that this country 
had arrived at a great degree of perfeftion 
in the arts before the beginning of the 
Roman republic, w^ are almoft tempted 
to believe, that local and phyfical caufes 
have a confiderable influence in rendering 
tlje mind more acute in this country of 
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Italy, than any where elfe ; and that if 
the infinite political difad^antages under 
which it labours were removed, and the 
whole of this peninfula united iit one. State, 
it would again refume its fuperiority over 
other nations. 

Laftly, by vifiting other coantries, a fub- 
jeft of Great Britain will acquire a greater 
efteem than ever for the conflitution of his 
own. Freed from vulgar prejudices, he will 
perceive, th^t' the bleffings and advantages 
which his: countrymen enjoy, do not flow 
from their fuperiority in wifdom, courage^ 
or virtue, over the other nations of the 
world, but, in iome degree, fronj thel -pe- 
culiarity of • theif- fituatibrt iii ah- iidand;^ 
and, above all^ from thdfe jufl: and equitable 
lAvfS vvhicb fecure property, that miH free 
government which abhors tyranny, prote6is 
the meaneft fubje£):, and leaver the mind of* 
man to its own exerti'onsy unreArained by 
thofe arbitrary, capricious, and im^litic 
fhacklesy which confine and weaken its 
nobleft endeavours in almoft every other 
country of the world. This animates in- 
duftry, creates fertility, and fcatters picntj 
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over the boilleroas ifland of Great Britain, 
with a profufion unknown in the neigh- 
bouring nations, who behold with a{loni(h- 
ment fuch numbers of Britifh fubje£ts, of 
both fexes, and of all ages, toaming difcon- 
tented through the lands of defpotifro, in 
fearch of that happinefs, which, if fatiety 
and the wanton reftleflhefs of wealth would 
permit, they have a much better profpeft of 
enjoying in their own country. 

Coelum non animum mutant qui trans mare 

currunt. 
Strenua nos exercet inertia ; navibus atque 
Quadrigis petimus bene vivere. Qgod petis, 

hie eft.* 

* ir they, who through the Tent'rons ocean rangfj 
Not their own passions, bat the climate, change ; 
Anxious thro' seas and laud to search for rest« 
Is but laborious i4l«n«ss at best. 

F&AvcJis. 
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, pence of money, and the ftili greater quan 
tJty of mifcry, yvhich they occafion. 

Vi,ewing the remains of Roman taftc anc 
Qiagnifiicencey he will feel a thoufand emo- 
tions of the moft interefting nature, while 
tbofe whofe minds are not, like his, ftored 
with daffical knowledge, gaze with tafte- 
lefs wonder, br phlegmatic indifference; 
and, exclufive of thofe monuments of an- 
tiquity, he will naturally defire to be ac- 
quainted with theprefent inhabitants of> 
country, which at different periods haj 
produced men, who, by one means or ano- 
ther, i^ve diftinguiflicd themfelves fo tm\' 
nently fromtteit^rjtemporarles of ot 
pations. At one pcrio5j>4j^^'"g fubducd 
world by tjic wifdpm and 
councils, and the difciplined vigoni 
armies, Rome t)ecame at once the 
«ippire, learning, and the arts. 

After the Northern barbarians had 
ftroyed the ov^ergrown fabric of Romai 
power, a new cippire, of a moxt fiogubi 
^nature, graduaUy arofc from its ruiriSf ^'^^ 
, fully extending its influence over the minA 
»f men, till the Princes of gurPpc^^^^^^ 
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Italy, than arty where elfe ; and that if 
the infinite political difad^antages under 
which ill labours were removed, and the 
whole of this peninfula united in onci State, 
it would again refurae its faperiority over 

other nations. 

Laftly, by vifiting other countries, a fub- 
jeft of Great Britain will acquire a greater 
cfteem than ever for the conftitution of his 
own. Freed from vulgar prejudices, he will 
perceive, thit' the bleffings and advantages 
which his counti^rhen enjoy, do not flow 
from their fuperiority in wifdom, courage, 
or virtue, over the other nations^ of the 
world, but, irt (ome degree, fi'onf thcf -pe- 
culiarity of' thrff fitudtiirt ih atf ifland; 
and, above all^ from thdfe juft and equitable 
laws vvhicb fecure property, that miH free 
government which aUiors tyranny, protefls 
the meaneft fubjefl:, and leaves the mind of ' 
man to its own exertions, unreftrained by 
thofe arbitrary, capricious, and im^litic 
fhackles, which confine and weaken its 
nobleft endeavoufs iti almoff every other 
country of the world. This aninwtes in- 
duftry, creates fertility, and fcatters plenty 
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over the boilleroas ifland of Great Britain, 
with a profufion unknown in the neigh- 
bouring nations, who behold with a{loni(h- 
ment fuch numbers of Britifh fubje£ts, of 
both fexes, and of all ages, toaming difcon- 
tented through the lands of defpotifro, in 
fearch of that happinefs, which, if fatiety 
and the wanton reftleflhefs of wealth would 
permit, they have a much better profpeft of 
enjoying in their own country. 

Coelum non animum mutant qui trans mare 

currunt. 
Strenua nos cxercet inertia ; navibus atque 
Quadrigis petimus bene vivere. Qjjod petis, 

hie eft.* 

* If they, who through the Tent'roos ocean raiige> 
Not their own passions, bat the climate, change ; 
Anxious thro' seas and laud to search for rest« 
Is but laborious i4l«ncs8 at best. 

F&AvcJis. 



THE END. 
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f money, and' the ftiUsreatetquan. 
pence of money, occafion. 

% of «»'fe^' ^^"^,..* If Roman taftc and 

«iagn.ficence, ^^^"^ . ; ^turc, w^le 
,onsoftbemoft.t.ere^^^.^^j^.^^ a 
thofe whofc minds are n , ^.^^ ^^^^^ 

U Clascal l^"°^^^»^f;X indiff^^^^ ' 

and. exdnfive of *oV ^^ ^^ 

country. v^Hich at ^^,3„, or ano- 

produced men, w'^"' 7 . ^^feWcs fo en»- 
L hivediftingailhedthemfeW 

«ently fromTBeft-KV -^. fubdocd* 



nently , _ _ 

pations. At one P?"*^™S^ of the" 
world by t)ie wifdpm and ^^IpWthri' 
coundU. and tbe difdpUned v.gou?^ j 
armies. Rome became at once the f.,^ 

s:;s;a^'f..^^^^^ 

^- j-^^ ;i-« inflaence over inc ** 

fully extendmg »« '"««=" ^ ^ ^erc ' 
if mcn,tiUtl^ePrmce,of6oropcw 
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length as* much controlkd by the bulls of 
the Vatican, as their anccftors had been by 
the decrees of the Senate^ 

Commerce alio, which rapine and 
daughter had frightened from Europe, re- 
turned, and joined with Superftition in 
drawing the riches of all the neighbour- 
ing nations to Italy. And, at a fubfequent 
period. Learning, burutng through the 
clouds of ignorance wich overfliadowed 
mankind, again flione forth in the fame 
country, bringing in her train. Poetry, 

' ' Painting, Sculpture, and Mufic, all of 
which have been cultivated with the great- 
eft fuccefs i and the three laft brought, by 
the inhabitants of this country^ to a de** 
gree of excellence unequalled by the na« 
tives of any other country of the world. 

° r. When to thcfe confiderations we add, that 

there is reafon to believe that this country 

, , jjad arrived at a great degree of perfeftion 

f Ro0^ ^^^ ^^^^ before the beginning of the 
-yj^|loman republic, wp are almoft tempted 

. ^^^o believe, that local and phyfical caufes 
, l^j^have a confiderable influence in rendering 
*were^^^^^ mind adore acute in this country of 
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Italy, than any where elfc ; and that if 
the infinite political difad^antageis under 
which it labours were removed, and the 
whole of this peninfula united ill on^ State, 
it would again refume its fuperiority over 
other nations. 

Laftly, by vifiting other coontries, a fub- 
je£k of Great Britain will acquire a greater 
cdeem than ever for the confutation of his 
own. Freed from vulgar prejudices, he will 
perceive, th^t' the blef&ngs and advantages 
which his countrymen enjoy, do not Aow 
from their fuperiority in wifdom, courage, 
or virtue, over the other nations of the 
world, but, in iome dcgfce, front thcf pe- 
culiarity of thcif fitnatibrt iti zn ifland; 
and, above all, from thofe juft and equitable 
laws which fiicure property, that miU free 
government which alAors tyranny, prote^s 
the meaneft fubje£t, and leaves the mind of 
man to its own exertrons, unrcftrained by 
thofe arbitrary, capicious, and impolitic 
fliackles, which confine and weaken its 
nobleft endeavoui^s in almoft every other 
country of the world. This animates in- 
duftry^ creates fertility, and fcatters plentj 
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ever the boilleroas ifland of Great Britain, 
with a profufion unknown in the neigh- 
bouring nations, who behold with aftonifh- 
ment fuch numbers of Britifh fubje£ls, of 
both fexes, and of all ages, i'oaming difcon- 
tented through the lands of defpotifm, in 
fearch of that happinefs, which, if fatiety 
and the wanton reftleflhefs of wealth would 
permit, they have a much better profpe£t of 
enjoying in their own country. 

Ccelum non animum mutant qui trans marc 

currunt. 
Strenua nos exercet inertia ; navibus atque 
Quadrigis petimus bene vivere. Quod petis, 

hie ell.* 

^ If they, who through the rentVous ocean raiige> 
Not their own passions, but the climate, change ; 
Anzions thro' seas and land to search for rest« 
Is bat laborious idleness at best. 

F&AMCIS. 



THE END. 
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